MATTHEW 5:9

Sunday, February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly
with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the
poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for
righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and
serving.

GATHERING

WELCOME

(Please stand as you are able)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from
you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in =+
Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,

and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.
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GATHERING SONG ELW #522 vs.1&3 As We Gather At Your Table
1 As we gather at your table,

as we listen to your word,

help us know, O God, your presence;

let our hearts and minds be stirred.

Nourish us with sacred story

till we claim it as our own;

teach us through this holy banquet

how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy
as join with saints and angels to
repeat the sounding joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW 413 vs. | Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.

Let Us Pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart.
Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD
SPECIAL MUSIC
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First Reading: Micah 6:1-8

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has
“wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to
earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly

in God’s service.
'Hear what the LORD says:

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.

* Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
7“0 my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
“For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
> O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
¢ “With what shall I come before the LORD
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

Psalm: Psalm 15

'O LorD, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?
’Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right
and speak the truth from their heart;
“who do not slander with their tongue
and do no evil to their friends
nor heap shame upon their neighbors;
“in whose eyes the wicked are despised
but who honor those who fear the LORD;
who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
’who do not lend money at interest
and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany



(Please stand as you are able)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.
"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. > And
he began to speak and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

*“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

*“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

““Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

’“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

'"“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

'“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. '“ Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
Music: Jesus Loves Me — ELW #595

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Music: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying — ELW #752
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 651 vs.1,3,5 Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
1 Oh, praise the gracious pow'r

that tumbles walls of fear

and gathers in one house of faith

all strangers far and near:
Refrain

We praise you, Christ!

Your cross has made us one!

3 Oh, praise inclusive love,
encircling ev'ry race,
oblivious to gender, wealth,
to social rank or place: Refrain

5 Oh, praise the tide of grace
that laps at ev'ry shore
with visions of a world at peace,

no longer bled by war: Refrain
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Text from New Hymns for the Lectionary © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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(Please stand as you are able)

With the baptized of every time and place we profess the faith.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, and the
well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief'silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love kindness, live humbly,
and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries (faith-based
organizations may be named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of old growth forests,
ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect human rights. Increase
freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for
speaking truth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated
families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents, grandparents,
mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for others. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we come at last into the communion
of all your saints in light. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s
loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate their lives and
birth this week:
Cindy Martin
Rudy Madsen
enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments,
that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For your people in the midst of war, civil unrest, or conflict, grant protection, strength and hope for a better
tomorrow. Bring peace and an end to the conflict. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s
loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share the Lord’s Peace with one another
(Please be seated)

MEAL

OFFERING

The Worship/Communion Registration Card may be placed in the offering plate as it is passed.
Thank you for your support of our ministry.
(Please stand as you are able)

OFFERTORY ELW #186 Create In Me a Clean Heart

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Text: Lutheran Book of Worship

OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of
God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and [our joy] that we should at all times
and 1in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory;
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Music: Holy, Holy, Holy — ELW Service Page144 (Setting 3)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
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will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,

that, refreshed with this heavenly food,

we may be light for the world,

revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

C Amen

PRAYER AT THE TABLE

Let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

(Please be seated)

COMMUNION
The presiding minister invites the assembly
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

All are welcome!

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship

CONTINOUS COMMUNION BEGINS

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING (Please stand as you are able)
The body and blood of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, strengthen you and
preserve you in his grace.
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW #207 Thankful Hearts and Voices
Thankful hearts and voices raise;
tell ev'ryone what God has done.
Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice
and bear the name of Christ.
Send us with your promises
and lead your people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you have
drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your
love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

(Please be seated)
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

~+ bless you now and forever.

Amen

SENDING SONG ELW 669 vs 1,3 & 5 Rise Up, O Saints of God!
1 Rise up, O saints of God!

From vain ambitions turn;

Christ rose triumphant that your hearts

with nobler zeal might burn.

3 Rise up, O saints of God!
The kingdom's task embrace;
redress sin's cruel consequence;
give justice larger place.

5 Commit your hearts to seek
the paths which Christ has trod,
and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r,

rise up, O saints of God!
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.
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ADDITIONAL READINGS FOR THE DAY
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR
5" Sunday of Epiphany
February 8, 2026
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

The fast God chooses
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]

Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]

God’s wisdom revealed through the Spirit
Matthew 5:13-20
The teaching of Christ: salt and light

Upcoming Commemorations

Presentation of Our Lord

Monday, February 2, 2026

Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in the temple in accordance
with Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an aged priest who offered the song "Lord, now you let
your servant depart in peace," as well as by the prophet Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel.

Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865

Tuesday, February 3, 2026

A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany where he was named
bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for poor people.

The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597

Thursday, February 5, 2026

Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries. The religion
was suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries and converts were crucified. Nevertheless,
Christianity survived and later prospered.

GOSPEL MESSAGE

February 1, 2026

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Something Bigger Than Us

The beatitudes could easily be read as a list of rewards and consequences, and the kind of behaviors that will
merit one or the other. We are well accustomed to understanding the world in such terms. Children receive
rewards for good behavior. Students earn awards or scholarships. Athletes win medals or trophies. Success is a
ladder we climb and, if we’ve done our part, our job is rewarded in the end.

Jesus talks about a great reward, but it’s not one we can earn. On a closer look, the nature of many of the so-
called “blessings” in the beatitudes is as much about what is done to us as about anything we do for ourselves.
Jesus begins his sermon by going up the mountain, but his words push us not to new heights but to greater
depths. Poverty of spirit, mourning, meekness, hunger, thirst, and persecution—these are not behaviors to strive
toward for a reward. Instead, they are circumstances in which we can find ourselves when the ladder we’ve
been climbing falls to the ground. Alternatively, to be merciful or pure in heart or a peacemaker is to choose to
get off the ladder altogether for the sake of something bigger than our small selves.
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The beatitudes as a whole suggest that Jesus wants more for us than simply collecting a heavenly prize in the
end. His blessings assure us that all along the way, no matter our circumstances, we have an inherent, God-
given dignity that no one and nothing can strip from us. At the table of Christ, all who hunger and thirst for
righteousness are filled. This meal isn’t awarded to us for a job well done. Rather, it feeds us for the work still
to be done, that of sharing God’s mercy and peace with others.

Sermon on the Mount by Jorge Cocco Santangelo. Copyright © Jorge Cocco Santangelo. All rights reserved. Used by permission of
the artist.

.Music used by permission. CCLI #10006394, One License # A-714701. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007374. New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.
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