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Sunday, March 1, 2026
Second Sunday in Lent

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s
gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as
children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to
new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.

GATHERING

WELCOME

(Please stand as you are able)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
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For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ offers:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed

in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who
raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts,and gives you life and peace.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG ELW #335 vs.1&4 Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross
1 Jesus, keep me near the cross,

there's a precious fountain;

free to all, a healing stream

flows from Calv'ry's mountain.
Refrain

In the cross, in the cross

be my glory ever;

till my ransomed soul shall find

rest beyond the river.

4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait,
hoping, trusting ever,
till I reach the golden strand

just beyond the river. Refrain
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW 751 O Lord, Hear My Prayer (first verse only, repeat)
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer:
when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer:

come and listen to me.
Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt.

Text © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

Let Us Pray
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children.
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD
SPECIAL MUSIC

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
God'’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain
a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great
reputation.
''The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I
will show you. ° I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. ° I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you [ will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

“So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.

"We will read the Psalm responsively."”

Psalm: Psalm 121

'T1ift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
> My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
* He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
“ He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
> The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
 The sun shall not strike you by day
nor the moon by night.
" The LorD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
® The LORD will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Return to the Lord
Return to the Lord, your God,
For he is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,

And abounding in steadfast love.
Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship
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Gospel: John 3:1-17

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about
life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. > He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with that person.” * Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”’ ° Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. ° What is born of the flesh is
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ' Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from
above.’ ® The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” '’ Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive
our testimony. ' If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you
about heavenly things? * No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son
of Man. '“ And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '* that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

'““For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might
be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
Music: Jesus Loves Me — ELW #595

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Music: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying — ELW #752

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 714 vs.1,3,4 O, God of Mercy, God of Light
1 O God of mercy, God of light,

in love and mercy infinite,

teach us, as ever in your sight,

to live our lives in you.

3 Teach us the lesson Jesus taught:
to feel for those his blood has bought,
that ev'ry deed and word and thought
may work a work for you.

4  For all are kindred, far and wide,
since Jesus Christ for all has died;
grant us the will, and grace provide,

to love them all in you.
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.

(Please stand as you are able)
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With the baptized of every time and place we profess the faith.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of church artists and
hymnwriters throughout the ages (like George Herbert whom the church remembers today), give your church
the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare your goodness.
Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O

God.
Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the flourishing of every person
and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to any who feel condemned
and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with illness or loss
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new members in this
assembly (especially) and accompany those who have recently left this community to journey elsewhere
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate their lives and
birth this week: (no birthdays this week)
enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments,
that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For your people in the midst of war, civil unrest, or conflict, grant protection, strength and hope for a better
tomorrow. Bring peace and an end to the conflict. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank you for our beloved who
have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share the Lord’s Peace with one another
(Please be seated)

MEAL

OFFERING

The Worship/Communion Registration Card may be placed in the offering plate as it is passed.
Thank you for your support of our ministry.
(Please stand as you are able)

OFFERTORY ELW #186 Create In Me a Clean Heart

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Text: Lutheran Book of Worship

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.

You bid your people cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.

Renew our zeal in faith and life,

and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God.

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Music: Holy, Holy, Holy — ELW Service Pagel44 (Setting 3)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
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that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

PRAYER AT THE TABLE

Let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION

The presiding minister invites the assembly

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

All are welcome!

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship

CONTINOUS COMMUNION BEGINS

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

(Please be seated)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING (Please stand as you are able)

The body and blood of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, strengthen you and
preserve you in his grace.
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW #208 Praise to You, O God of Mercy
Praise to you, O God of mercy:
thanks be to you forever!
Raising high the weak and lowly:

thanks be to you forever!
Text: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. Used by permission.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the
journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing
witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
(Please be seated)
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.

.Amen

SENDING SONG ELW 638 vs 1 & 3 Blessed Assurance
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this 1s my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,

filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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ADDITIONAL READINGS FOR THE DAY
Romans 4:1-5,13-17

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR
Third Sunday in Lent

March 8, 2026
Exodus 17:1-7

Water from the rock in the wilderness

Psalm 95
Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1)

Romans S:1-11

Reconciled to God by Christ’s death

John 4:5-42
Baptismal image: the woman at the well

Upcoming Commemorations

George Herbert, hymnwriter, died 1633

Sunday, March 1, 2026

An excellent scholar, Herbert served briefly in the English parliament, then became a parish priest. He was
known for devoted care of his parishioners, as well as for writing poetry and hymns, including "Come, my way,
my truth, my life." He died at age 40.

John Wesley, died 1791; Charles Wesley, died 1788; renewers of the church

Monday, March 2, 2026

These brothers led a revival originally intended to remain within the Church of England, one that involved
frequent communion and advocacy for the poor. Except for a brief time in America, they worked in England.

Charles was also a prolific hymn writer. After their deaths, their work led to the formation of the Methodist
Church.

Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, died 202

Saturday, March 7, 2026

Vibia Perpetua, a noblewoman, and Felicity, an enslaved woman, were catechumens at Carthage, northern
Africa. They, with four other catechumens, had defied the Roman emperor who had forbidden conversions to
Christianity, and were put to death in the amphitheater.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
March 1, 2026

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
A New Thing Is Underway

“How can anyone be born after having grown old?” asks Nicodemus (John 3:4), articulating a question that we
as the church continue to ask today. Change is hard. Transformation seems impossible. And yet, Jesus responds
that in baptism we are made as new as if we had been born again, with a new heart able to perceive the reign of
God. All things are possible with God!

Nicodemus is justifiably perplexed by this proclamation. We may resonate with his confusion as we look at the
world around us and in the mirror before us, wondering if anything can ever truly change. Can the violence and
suffering of war ever truly end? Can this broken relationship be mended? Can this illness be healed? Can
hatred, oppression, and abuse be thwarted, transformed by the power of love? When we look around us, change
may seem in short supply.
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And yet, when we get curious, we may also become aware of signs of change, transformation, and rebirth
emerging all around us. In northern regions, we can see the melting snow and first shoots of green from rousing
plants, signaling the change from winter to spring. We can see mutual aid networks, community care efforts,
and collective action emerge in response to social and political chaos. We can sense the tug of the Holy Spirit
on our hearts, calling us toward deeper humility, compassion, and solidarity as we live in the hope of Christ.

The Lenten call—to set down what we can to attend more fully to God—draws us into a posture of curiosity
that may deepen our awareness of the small but potent ways God’s kingdom is already breaking in all around
us. “Do not be astonished,” says Jesus (v. 7); a new thing is underway.

Study for Nicodemus Visiting Jesus by Henry Ossawa Tanner, 1899. Photo by xennex. WikiArt. Public domain.

.Music used by permission. CCLI #10006394, One License # A-714701. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007374. New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.
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