
It’s not too late to: Pull Out Your Candles .... Advent brings us 
light. In medieval times the light of a single burning candle represented 
the presence of God. Today we often use candles in our imagery; 
candles on the altar, or on an Advent wreath. Now, go find some 
candles... Seriously, find four candles, any color, any size. The ELCA 
web-site and reports that there is no prescribed color for the candles. 
Four natural colored candles are always appropriate and symbolize the 
light for which we wait. Four deep purple candles, a sign of the 
penitential nature sometimes attributed to the season, may be 
appropriate. Congregations that use blue (symbolizing hope) as the 
liturgical color during Advent would be consistent to use blue candles. 
November 28th was the First Sunday in Advent. The tradition of the 

church marks this time as the beginning of a new year. Four weeks before Christmas, each 
Sunday we light a candle on the Advent wreath symbolizing the coming of Jesus, the living 
light of the world. Jesus is the light that broke forth on the world that first Christmas when he 
was born as the Prince of Peace. He is the light that gradually penetrated into all the world. 
The tradition of lighting one more candle each week -- or each day -- tells of the increasingly 
brighter light of his coming, and leads gradually to the blaze of the dawning of Christmas. 
Pull out your advent wreath or find five candles, four for the weeks of Advent and the fifth 
for the Christ Candle. The first has been called the Prophecy Candle, announcing the period 
of waiting. It encourages us to listen. God is speaking to us through the prophets and still 
today, “The Word became flesh” -- Jesus, the one whose birth we await. The second is the 
Bethlehem Candle, symbolic of the preparations being made to receive and to cradle the 
Christ child. The Lord is coming, “Prepare!” Each and every day the Lord comes and comes 
again, “Prepare!” The third is the Shepherd's Candle, which typifies the act of sharing Christ. 
“See, Behold, Share!” The eyes of the shepherds were opened and they could not help but 
share all they had experienced. Don’t miss all that God is doing still today. Look around. 
Share the good news. And, the fourth is the Angel's Candle of love and final coming. “Unto 
YOU, this day ...” Jesus comes as gift and blessing. “Rejoice” for God continues to love, 
care, forgive, lead, and save YOU. The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Day to represent his 
presence with us. All this is far removed from the traditions of the world. At Christmas time 
our world seems to turn to what has happened in the past more than the hope of what is come 
in our Lord. Our hope is not in what we have to give through our labors, but rather it is in the 
gift of God's love freely given through Christ our Lord and Savior.  




