
 1 

 

January 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 
                                                 We are a Stephen Ministry Church 
 

     Address: 100 Cooper Road · Bella Vista · AR  72715 

     Phone:  479-855-1325 

     Email:  admin@unitedlutheranbv.org 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR’S: 
At the turn of the year we meditate on endings and beginnings, knowing that all the world’s time 

begins and ends in God. We watch and keep vigil for the coming of God’s justice. 

 

Let us pray: Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and through 

the events of our lives you bless us with your love. Grant that in the new year we may 

know your presence, see your love at work, and live in the light of the event that gives us 

joy forever—the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S OFFICE:  
This Radiance Marks Our True Home 

 

Humans have an almost universal longing for home. We long for those memories of security or comfort, we 

long for familiar paths and sidewalks and the old oak tree in the back yard. We long for what was, knowing we 

can never return once we have been changed by life. 

For some this means we live forever as wanderers and 

refugees. In the gospel text for Epiphany, Matthew 2:1

-12, Jesus and his family are refugees far from their 

home in Galilee. Shortly after the events in this text 

they will leave for Egypt, fleeing from Herod's perse-

cutions and becoming political refugees.  
 

Still, no matter where we are or how far we travel, as 

Christians we are always home. Even secular notions 

of home are more about what physical location means 

to us, rather than mere location. This is particularly 

true for us as God's people. For the children of God, 

home is less place than it is experience of the presence of God. It is the glory and wonder of a restored Jerusa-

lem, and as Isaiah promises: "Then you shall see and be radiant" (Isa. 60:5). Home is being in the company of 

God's people gathered from the ends of the earth and dining together. Home is that holy place in the presence of 

God where everyone has a place at the table and all are treated equally.  
 

This is a home everyone can recognize and everyone can experience. This is a home for those whose families 

are broken, a home for those who are homeless, a home for all people. This is the place Jesus creates for us. So 

we travel on, with a star to guide us, until finally that star shines down on our home. We enter slowly, maybe 

even with trepidation, and are overwhelmed with joy. What else can we do but offer Jesus the best we have: our 

very lives? 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2014Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Annual License #SAS007374. 

 

What does the image of home bring to mind for you? How about the realization that as Christians we are always 

welcomed home? Do you have a story to share with a loved one on the importance of being home? What about 

our home within the Christian community?  
 

 

 

May we each experience that sense of home, surrounded by God’s presence and care.  
 

I can not wait to see you, as we gather at home together. Pastor Karen 

 

+ 
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PARISH NURSES: TIP OF THE MONTH 

WORDS OF WISDOM FOR A JOYUS NEW YEAR! 
 

 

Time has a way of just flying by! Start your 2020 by letting a few words of wisdom, grace, positivity &       

motivation inspire you to have a joyous new year.  Below are 12 quotes you can work to remember each month 

and throughout the year. May you be blessed & have the love of many to encourage you throughout this 2020 

New Year! 

 

1. “Celebrate what you want to see more of. ”   Tom Peters 

2. “Once you choose hope, anything is possible.” Christopher Reeves 

3. “You must be the change you wish to see in the world.” Gandhi 

4. “If you look at what you have in life, you’ll always have more, if you look at what you don’t 

have in life, you’ll never have enough.”  Oprah Winfrey 

5. “Life has 2 rules #1 Never Quit, #2 Always remember rule #1.” Unknown 

6. “What the New Year brings to you depends a great deal on what you bring to the New 

Year.”  Vern McLellan 

7. “The New Year stands before us, like a chapter in a book waiting to be written.  We can help 

write that story by setting goals.” Melody Beattie 

8. “Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year.”  Ralph Waldo Emerson 

9. “Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all the wisdom that        

experience can instill in us.” Hal Borland 

10. “Cheers to a gracious New Year.  May we uphold the fullness of God’s grace, goodness & 

goodwill.”  Lailah Gifty Akita 

11. “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.”  Eleanor Roosevelt 

12. “May the days ahead offer you just what you need in each unfolding moment, God is with 

you!” (Amy Cunningham) 

 

 

Your Parish Nurses:  Charlotte Spencer & Tonja Seusy 

Congregational Care 
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ULC BOOK CLUB 
The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World 

Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu 

MONDAY, JANUARY 27TH @ 6:30PM 
 

Two spiritual giants. Five days. One timeless question. Nobel Peace Prize Laureates His 

Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu have survived more than fifty 

years of exile and the soul-crushing violence of oppression.  They looked back on their 

long lives to answer a single burning question: How do we find joy in the face of life's in-

evitable suffering? They traded intimate stories, teased each other continually, and shared 

their spiritual practices. By the end of a week filled with laughter and punctuated with 

tears, these two global heroes had stared into the abyss and despair of our time and re-

vealed how to live a life brimming with joy. This book offers us a rare opportunity to expe-

rience their astonishing and unprecedented week together, from the first embrace to the 

final good-bye. Come join the group!!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

SUNDAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
 

The Gospel of Matthew introduces us to Jesus the Messiah, showing us his humble beginnings, sharing his 

teachings, and convincing us with his miracles. Come join the study! 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8TH & JANUARY 22ND @ 12:00PM 
(*don’t forget to take your sack lunch)  

 

“Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith: A Lutheran Perspective on Faith Traditions in America” 

by Robert Buckley Farlee, Editor 
 

Hundreds of Christian denominations and dozens of non-Christian traditions have followers in the United 

States. How do we view this wide variety of beliefs and practices? How does the Lutheran tradition compare 

with others? 
 

Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith Revised Edition brings new light and nuance to these questions, which are as 

timely and vital as ever. This book to explores thirty-two faith  traditions that represent a wide spectrum of 

beliefs. Each tradition constitutes a “chapter” that includes key teachings, worship patterns and practices, and 

how each is governed. This book includes statistics, tools for group study and discussion, and updated re-

source and website lists to facilitate further study.  Come join the discussion!! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

New Year’s is often seen as a time of fresh starts and resolutions. January may one of easiest times 

(following Christmas and Easter) to Invite, Invite, Invite. Think about the people you see everyday, 

friends, relatives, neighbors. Are they involved in a faith community? Ask them. If they say yes, ask 

what they like about it? Share what you enjoy most. Talk about your faith, your love of God, your de-

sire to serve, it will may be the light someone needs that day. 
 

 

Education  

Evangelism  
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SALVATION ARMY COMMUNITY SERVICE 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH @ 5:00PM 

3305 SW I Street, Bentonville, AR  
We will need 2-8 persons that are able to go to the Salvation Army to cook, serve, and clean 

up as needed.  If you would be interested in helping ULC serve the Salvation Army, please 

call or check with  Jeremy Fowler-Lindemulder.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRAP FABRIC WREATH! 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10TH   6:00PM - 7:00PM 

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 13TH @ 8:00AM 
The guest speaker will be Lang Tang, who will tell us about his escape from Cambodia.  This will be an amaz-

ing story for all to hear!  Please sign up in the narthex! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MARTHA CIRCLE 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14TH @ 1:00PM 
I would like all the women of United Lutheran Church to know about Martha Circle.  We meet the 2nd Tues-

day of the month at 1pm in the church basement.  We have coffee and a doughnut, muffin or a small dessert, a 

short meeting and then-we make neck-pillows (they are very nice for our necks in cars, chairs or wherever we 

can use them) and we donate them to whoever wants them, neighbors, friends or relatives!!  When we have 

several, we bring them upstairs and give them to our church members when they come to church on Sunday 

morning.  I do all the cutting of them out so everyone else can sit at the table and tie and stuff them—so we 

can sit and visit with each other when we’re working on them.  So, please come and see what we’re doing at 

our next meeting on January 14th at 1pm and learn how easy and fun it is to do this for people who need 

them!!!   - Dee Sadenwasser 
 

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
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MOVIE NIGHT: Overcomer 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16TH @ 6:30PM 
From the creators of the #1 box-office hit WAR ROOM. Life changes overnight for 

coach John Harrison (ALEX KENDRICK) after he loses his basketball team and is 

challenged by the school's principal, Olivia (PRISCILLA SHIRER), to coach a new 

sport he doesn't know or like. As John questions his own worth, he dares to help the 

least likely runner take on the biggest race of the year. Filled with a powerful mix of 

faith, humor and heart, this inspirational story will have you on the edge of your seat. 

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hello ULC!  My name is Barb Marrs and I would like to just introduce myself as the new parish fellowship 

contact person.  My husband and I are fairly new members, so please come up and introduce yourselves to us 

if you haven’t already.  I am very interested in any suggestions on things you’d be interested in and ways we 

could continue to build our congregational family community, as well as reach out to our neighbors.  I look 

forward to helping our parish fellowship together and with others.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                         

 

 

 
 

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS & UPDATES 
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Social Ministry 
UPDATES 

Stewardship  
UPDATES 

 

 

 

 
Prepare the royal highway, the King of Kings is drawing near!  In Advent we focused our thoughts on cele-

brating that 2000 years ago birth of our Savior.  Christmas—Christ’s birthday—has come and gone.  Now we 

talk about kings, the Wisemen, and Epiphany.  They spread the news of the new Savior who came to be not a 

king in royal garments but to be servant to all.   
 

I give thanks again for the loving generosity of the people of United. In November we collected 29 jars of 

peanut butter and 26 jars of jelly for Oaks Indian Mission. With a big smile on her face, Arlene, the Oaks 

cook responded, “Wow! We won’t need peanut butter and jelly for a while!” The gifts were gratefully re-

ceived. 
 

Also in November the Thanksgiving offering of $526.00 was sent to ELCA World Hunger. 
 

During December we again collected coats for the Decatur schools.  Two Thrivent Action Grants plus coats 

collected at the church sent an estimated total of over 100 coats to help warm young bodies.  ‘When you do it 

to the least of those, you do it to me!’ - Jesus 
 

A huge heartfelt THANK YOU to all who filled food bags with Christmas dinner for those less fortunate than 

we are.  All 120 bags were taken.  20 were delivered to Gravette schools with hams to go with each bag.  The 

hams were provided with a Thrivent Action Grant.  The Helping Hands truck picked up the remaining bags.  

As Helping Hands distributed those bags they added the meat to the dinner.  Many families were able to enjoy 

a good dinner because of your kindness and dedication to helping those in need.  God is good - all the time! 
 

Cookies, candy, and yummy snacks for the Oaks Mission were also collected in December.  
 

December provided many opportunities to be servants to those in need.  How fitting that was since December 

is the month we celebrate the coming of the one who came to the servant of all! 
 

January collection for the Oaks Indian Mission will be toilet paper and paper towels. 
 

A happy and blessed new year to everyone!  Wise people still seek the new king - be one of those wise people 

everyday! 

- Joyce Jebsen 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising hits $10,000 Goal Thanks to You!  After two big fundraising events, we found ourselves shy of 

the $10,000 goal by a whopping $349.  So, at the Stewardship Luncheon, we started a collection jar to see if 

we could get the remaining funds to meet the goal before the end of the year.  The heartwarming part of this 

story comes in the reaction to the donation jar.  One kindly gentleman came up to me and said "I'm going to 

write a check and help you meet this goal, but where's the donation jar?"  Another lady said her husband de-

cided to donate all of the change he had collected, so he rolled up the coins and put them in the jar.   I was told 

that our always generous Breakfast Club also helped make the goal a reality.  And the rest was generous folks 

who put the extra they could spare in the jar to help the cause.  So, from the bottom of my heart, I thank you 

all for the help meeting this goal.  You are truly "Devoted to Generosity!" 
 

God's blessings on you and your family! 

Kathy Bassett  
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Morning Circles 
Jan 8 —9:15 a.m. 

  Deborah ...... Katy Sojka 

Jan 8—9:30 a.m. 

  Mary ........... Karen Rasmusson 

  Naomi  ........  

  Rachel/Sara at Church    

Afternoon Circles  
Jan 7—1:00 p.m.  

  Hannah ........ Louise Wobig  

Jan 14—1:00 p.m. 
 Martha…….Nancy Krumrey (At Church) 
 

Evening Circle 

Jan 6—6:30 p.m. 

  Priscilla ......... Beth Pautsch (At Church) 
 

Piecemakers – The Piecemakers will be back at work 

on Thursday, January 9 making quilts for Lutheran 

World Relief and for local needs.  Everyone is invited 

to join us at 9:00 every Thursday. If you’d like to be 

part of this wonderful fellowship, join us any time.   

Thank you to everyone who supported this project 

with their dollars and their time.  Because of you, we 

were able to provide shoppers and funds to help 12 

families have a happier holiday.  Thank you to all our 

volunteers and to Debbie Olson for the great job she 

does in coordinating the project.  Thank you to our 

shoppers: Kristi Tostenrud, Mary Boicourt, Debby 

Horn, Binh Hoang, Pastor Karen, Theda Hall, Glenda 

Heist, Verna Steckel, Beth Pautsch, Lisa Wiedner, 

Beverly Rick and Carrol Hildre. 

Shopping With Single Parents  

Sit and Chat is at 10:00 on January 13.  It’s 

always fun to come early to share a meal with the 

Breakfast Club and then join with friends in 

discussing a special article. 

Jan  12 
 
Jan  13    9:30 a.m.      Sit and Chat 

Jan  15    9:00 a.m. Altar Guild  

Jan  15    9:15 a.m. Visiting Phoebes 

Jan  22  10:00 a.m. Bible Study Leaders 

Deborah Circle 

Thank You to Mary Circle for  

Serving the Christmas Tea  
Along with wonderful sandwiches and 

Christmas cookies, we were blessed with a 

special Christmas Star program from Cathy 

Sue and Paul Anderson.  As we always do, 

we paused to remember those women from 

our congregation who passed away in 2019.  A gift 

of $5 was given to the Memorial Fund in honor of 

each woman: LaVerne Eisert, Dorothy Fritz, Judy 

Mellicker and JoAnn Shaver.  Thanks to all of you 

and to Thrivent for the tree full of mittens and hats!  

It was a display of amazing generosity.  Along with 

mittens and hats, we received quilts from the 

Piecemakers and Thrivent also assisted with the coat 

drive spearheaded by Joyce Jebsen and Social 

Ministry. We’ll distribute these gifts to Decatur and 

Gravette schools. 

WOMEN 

OF THE 

ELCA 

                          In schools all around the world, girls  

                         drop out when they reach menstrual  

                         age because there is no infrastructure 

to help them deal with the taboos and stigma of 

menstruation. They literally sacrifice their access to 

education because society tells them that they are not 

worthy.  Come and learn about an organization that is 

helping to make a difference in the lives of girls 

everywhere.  
 

Naomi Circle will provide the dessert and chips. 

Article 5 of our Purpose Statement: We commit 

ourselves to promote healing and wholeness. 

January brings a new Bible Study: “We Are Called.”  

This four-part Bible study will explore stories from both 

the Old and New Testament.  As we reflect on how our 

biblical forebears heard and responded to God’s call, we 

will gain insight into how God is calling us—and how God 

may be calling others through us. Remember that the 

January issue of Gather contains both January and 

February lessons. 
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Worship & Music 
UPDATES 

2020 January 5th  January 12th  January 19th  January 26th 

Acolytes  Addyson     

Lawson & 

Jaxson Lawson 

 Hannah  

Hoang 

 Addyson  

Lawson &  

Jaxson Lawson 

 Hannah Hoang 

Altar Guild 

 
Jan Team: 

Barb Marrs 

& Audrey 

Nugent 

BREAD 
Margie Taylor & 

Marlene Doran 
  

TRAY 
Katy Sojka 

  
COMMON 

CUP 
Kelsey Sojka & 

Susie Parker 

BREAD 
Mable Shaw & 

Sarah     Ste-

phenson 
  

TRAY 
Liz Adams 

  
COMMON 

CUP 
Nancy Gross & 

Susie     Parker 

BREAD 
Bev Rick &  

Doris Horning 
  

TRAY 
Ruth McGuffin 

  
COMMON 

CUP 
Barb Marrs & 

Mary Klotz 

BREAD 
Deb Olson &        

Susannah Hoang 
  

TRAY 
Ruth McGuffin 

  
COMMON 

CUP 
Nancy Gross &    

Stevie Lamar 

Assisting 

Ministers 

 Fred Nelson   Ruth McGuffin 

Coffee  

Servers 

Ninevah    

Shepherd Group 

Deborah  

Circle 

Ninevah     

Shepherd Group 

Bethany  

Shepherd Group 

Lectors Rolly Buechler Arno Frerichs Glenda Heist Lorraine Janzen 

Flowers  Sarah  

Stephenson 

Betty Wehner 

 

Pastor Karen &      

Jeremy Fowler-

Lindemulder 
& 

Carl Rumsey 

Counters Fred & Robin 

Nelson and  

Lisa Wiedner 

Fred & Robin 

Nelson and  

Lisa Wiedner 

Fred & Robin  

Nelson and  

Lisa Wiedner 

Fred & Robin  

Nelson and  

Lisa Wiedner 



 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December has been a very busy month for many.  Liz, singers and Berry with the cantata; Miss Sarah, Je-

romy and the children with the Children's Program; Pastor Karen with the extra services and then Margaret 

with the extra services and extra practices for her.   We also had the Memorial Service for Ben Wal-

ford. Stevie and the Altar Guild group have also been busy, decorating and set ups for extra services.  Not to 

be left out are the sound and screen people and the many ushers needed  for all the services.  Tell all these 

people THANKS, without them there would be many holes. 

 

February 18th we will again be hosting Watoto.   They are such an amazing group so talk it up and tell all 

your friends and family. 

 

A Blessed New Year to you all and God Bless United Lutheran Church. 

 

- Betty Wehner 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOLIDAY DECORATION TAKEDOWN 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11TH @ 9:00AM 
 

For those that helped the Altar Guild put up decorations for the  holiday season or those that would just like to help 

out, please join us in taking down our holiday decor. With more helping hands, we’ll get it done much faster.  

Thank you and see you there! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jax Lawson- Basketball 
Please see Lindsey Lawson for game dates and times. 

 

Addy Lawson- Basketball 
Please see Lindsey Lawson for game dates and times. 

Worship & Music 
UPDATES 
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UNITED IN PRAYER - Mondays @ 2:45PM 
Gracious Lord Jesus.  You came into the world as one of us and you suffered as we do.  Be with all on our 

prayer list and their loved ones in these days of special needs.   Help them to see that YOU are with them in 

all things.  Strengthen, heal, bless, and fortify their faith against fear and doubt in Your loving purpose for 

them.  We give You thanks on their behalf and ask that You and ask that You would also keep them in  our 

hearts and all of us in Your power, until we are freed from all that afflicts us.  In Your name we pray. Amen. 

Lucile Aasmundstad 

Raymond & Marilyn Brown 

Bonnie Buechler 

Marg Christianson 

Roger & Anne Costa 

Dar Dykema 

Helen Eidem 

Leonard Eisert 

Dean & Karen Fevold 

Dorothy Fritz’s Family & Friends 

Ruth Gabriel 

Loruss Grasmick 

John & Liz Hanson 

Jerry & Lorraine Herman 

Red & Bonnie Larson 

Sally Leffler 

Mark Maki 

 

Members in Need of Prayer 

Maxine McClain 

Jim & Alice Medin 

Arlene Nordeen 

Heidi Ortega 

Susie Parker 

Inez Polaski & Daughters 

Bea Ranieri’s Family & Friends 

Alice Rahlfs 

Margaret Seba 

Mike Seusy 

Mable Shaw 

Mike & Charlotte Spencer 

Joyce Strunk 

Bud Taylor 

Don & Joyce Whittlesey 

Ben Walford 

 

Family & Friends  

in Need of Prayer 

Janine Copley 

Hannah Dykema 

Connie Erikson 

Craig Farrow 

Fielding/Soldberg Family 

Alberto Gonzalez-Pita 

Colleen Gress 

Beth Haney 

Sandi Johnson 

Mike Lynch 

Karen Murray 

Thomas Pyle 

Rachel Sparks 

Colleen Sullivan 

Raith Wehner  

Don Wallman 

Hunter West 

Gretchen Watts 

Members in Care Centers 
 

Brookfield – Ruby Kroona 

Highlands – Jeanne Downey, Cleo Sundal 

Innisfree - Vern Sutter 

Assisted Care– Mary Lou Schmidt 

Local Churches & Area ELCA Churches 

Peace in Joplin                      Christ the King 

Neighborhood                       Peace in Rogers 

Good Shepherd                     St. Luke’s 

Faith                                      Emmanuel 

Living Word             Bishop & Staff 

Bella Vista Christian Fellowship 

Eben Ezer Lutheran Church 

Pray for: the world & our country, our church, Pastor Karen & Jeremy, church council, staff,  

music, children’s ministry, members, the Phoebes and shut-ins, Stephen Ministers & care receivers,  

friends & family members. 

Prayer Corner 

There are many times when your phone call to the church office is the only way we may discover that 

someone is in the hospital, ill or in need of a pastoral visit.  Please, let us know if you have special needs 

outside of the regular office hours. 
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BLESSING FOR A HOME AT EPIPHANY 
Chalking of the Doors 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Epiphany of Our Lord, January 6, family and friends traditionally gather at the main entrances to homes or 

apartments (nursing home quarters, extended care facility, hospital rooms!), and ask God's blessing on their 

dwellings and on all who live or visit there. You are invited to use this in your own home, or visit your loved ones 

and use it there.   
  

Matthew writes that when the magi saw the shining star stop overhead, they were filled with joy. “On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother” (Matt. 2:10-11). In the home, Christ is met in family and friends, 

in visitors and strangers. In the home, faith is shared, nurtured, and put into action. In the home, Christ is wel-

come. 
 

Twelfth Night (January 5), Epiphany of Our Lord (January 6), or another day during the time after Epiphany of-

fers an occasion for gathering with friends and family members for a blessing for the home. Someone may lead the 

greeting and blessing, while another person may read the scripture passage. Following an eastern European tradi-

tion, a visual blessing may be inscribed with white chalk above the main door; for example, 20 + CMB + 18. The 

numbers change with each new year. The three letters stand for either the ancient Latin blessing Christe man-

sionem benedicat, which means “Christ, bless this house,” or the legendary names of the magi (Caspar, Melchior, 

and Balthasar). 
 

Greeting 
May peace be to this house and to all who enter here. By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is 

established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. (Proverbs 24:3-4) 
 

Reading 

As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this household, let us listen to the words of scripture. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being, and the life was the 

light of all people. 
 

The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 

grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.                                  (John 1:1-4, 14, 16) 

Inscription 

This inscription may be made with chalk above the entrance: 

20 + C M B + 19 

Write the appropriate character (left) while speaking the text (right). 

The magi of old, known as 

C Caspar, 

M Melchior, and 

B Balthasar, 

followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us 

20 two thousand 

19 and nineteen years ago. 

☩ Christ, bless this house, 

☩ and remain with us throughout the new year. 
 

Prayer of Blessing 

O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star. We pray that you bless this home and all 

who live here with your gracious presence. May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your truth 

our light, and your peace our benediction; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Then everyone may walk from room to room, blessing the house with incense or by sprinkling with water, perhaps 

using a branch from the Christmas tree. 
Adapted from Come, Lord Jesus: Devotions for the Home (Augsburg Fortress, 1996). See also “Blessing for a Home” in Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship Pastoral Care, pp. 337–353.  From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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ACCOMPANIST NEEDED 
We are currently looking for an accompanist that can accompany the choir at mid-week rehearsals, Sunday 

morning, and other worship services as necessary.  If you are musically inclined , have knowledge and skills 

sufficient to play hymns, liturgy, and accompaniments, please prayerfully consider becoming an accompanist 

for United Lutheran.  If   interested, please let Liz Hanson know or call the church office. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  SEWERS NEEDED 
Piecemakers are in need of people who can help with the sewing of quilt tops.  If you are interested, please 

contact Jane Nelson or Sarah Stephenson.   

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone that has put in time and effort for this year’s cantata.  I truly appreciate all those 

that have lent their voices and  talents to bring this to the congregation.  A special thank you to Jerry 

Shaw and Barry Mann for all their time and sharing of their expertise.  - Liz Hanson 

Thank You’s 

A Huge THANKS to all the good helpers that came to assist in decoration of the church on Saturday, 

12/7 - Duane and Connie Kuske, Fred and Robin Nelson, Doris Horning, Bev Rick, Al and Mary Klotz, 

Walter and Verana Steckel, Amy Huse, Mike and Barb Marrs, Louise Wobig, Susie Parker, Nancy 

Krumrey, Wanda Brogren, Pastor Karen and Jeremy, and Dar Dykema for her encouragement!  

Help Needed 

Thank you to all those that have signed up to sponsor poinsettias for this Advent/Christmas season: Larry 

& Stevie Lamar, Ruby Kroona, Kristi Tostenrud, Nancy Gross, Dick & Joyce Strunk, Don & Margaret 

Christianson, Gerald & Ruth McGuffin, George & Carrol Hildre, Lorraine Miller, Lisa Wiedner, Susan-

nah Hoang, Louise DeGroot, Darwin & Nancy Krumrey.  We appreciate your help in making ULC 

“holiday beautiful”! 

Thank you to Harvey Klitzke for taking over the recycling for ULC.  We greatly appreciate you taking 

the time and effort to help ULC continue to recycle and be kind to our Earth.   
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January 2020 
January 5 - Sunday 2ND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

 BLOOD PRESSURE SUNDAY 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Congregational Meeting 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

   5:00PM - ULC Salvation Army Community Service  

January 6 - Monday  Epiphany of our Lord   

  1:00PM - Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM - United in Prayer 

  6:30PM - Priscilla Circle 

January 7 - Tuesday   1:00PM - Hannah Circle  

  1:00PM - Worship & Music Committee Meeting 

  6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

January 8 - Wednesday   9:15AM - Deborah Circle  

  9:30AM - Mary, Naomi, Rachel, & Sarah Circles  

12:00PM - Bible Study (bring a sack lunch) 

  6:30PM - Choir Practice 

January 9 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  6:30PM - Council Meeting 

January 12 - Sunday BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

January 13 - Monday   8:00AM - Breakfast Club 

  1:00PM - Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM - United in Prayer 

  6:00PM - Stephen Ministry Meeting 

January 14 - Tuesday   1:00PM - Martha Circle 

  6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

January 15 - Wednesday  9:00AM - Altar Guild Meeting 

 9:15AM - Visiting Phoebes  

  7:00PM - Choir Practice 

January 16 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers  

  2:30PM - Chancel Bells Practice 

  6:30PM - Movie Night  

January 19 - Sunday 2ND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

January 20 - Monday 12:00PM - W-ELCA General Meeting  

  1:00PM - Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM - United in Prayer 

  6:00PM - Council Dinner 

January 21 - Tuesday    6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

January 22 - Wednesday 10:00AM - W-ELCA Bible Study Leaders Meeting 

12:00PM - Bible Study (bring a sack lunch) 

  6:30PM - Choir Practice 

January 23 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  2:45PM -  Chancel Bells Practice 
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If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know. Thank you! 

 BIRTHDAYS                                    ANNIVERSARIES 
  1/6 - Lucile Aasmundstad  

  1/6 – Janice Dolan 

  1/8 – Ralph Picht 

1/11 – Joe Patton 

1/11 – Melissa Seusy 

1/12 – Carrol Hildre 

1/13 – Lorraine Miller 

1/14 – Marlene Doran 

1/14 – Chuck Seeley 

1/17 – Charli Anne Stephenson 

1/18 – Lorrayne Maki 

1/18 – Kelsey Sojka 

1/21 – Louise DeGroot 

1/21 – Buck Kreager 

1/22 – Jim Davis 

1/22 - Connie Wuhs 

1/23 – Karen Rasmusson  

1/24 - Fred Sulzberger 

1/25 – Jeremy Fowler-Lindemulder 

1/25 - Marge Taylor 

1/25 - Janet Troutner 

1/27 – Marg Christianson 

1/28 – Lorena Kilgore 

1/19 - Gerald & Ruth McGuffin 

Amazon. com has set up a way to send a percentage of their sales to chari-

ty. I set my charity as United Lutheran Church, Bella Vista, AR. It’s not a 

large amount, but every bit helps and I hope that more people will do the 

same. Here’s how to do it: instead of just going to amazon.com, go to 

the Amazon site of http://smile.amazon.com - Here you choose United. 

You can still use the app or your cart on amazon as usual. But, whenever 

you want to check out go through the smile.amazon.com site. Your cart is 

the same, your payments are the same, everything is the same, but they 

will send a little bit of money to United. If you have any questions, let me 

know.   

Thanks! - Jeremy Fowler-Lindemulder 

January 2020 
January 26 - Sunday  3RD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY   

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

January 27 - Monday   1:00PM - Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM - United in Prayer  

  3:30PM - Stephen Ministry Meeting 

  6:30PM - Book Club 

January 28 - Tuesday   6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

January 29 - Wednesday   6:30PM - Choir Practice 

January 30 -  Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  2:45PM -  Chancel Bells Practice 


