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FROM THE PASTOR’S OFFICE: Autumn in the Church 
 
It’s such an interesting time of year: August in Arkansas. No longer summer. Well, okay, the heat can feel like 

summer, yet the kids are going back to school for the fall term. Yet, not quite fall. Fall somehow denotes chang-

ing leaves, shorter days and crisp clean air. Perhaps the best word is Autumn. Several years ago in Sundays and 

Seasons, the in between nature of this time was recognized: 

 

A visit to an antique shop or second-hand store reveals the "in between" way in which objects are categorized. 

An old tattered quilt, an incomplete set of dishes, a refinished chest of drawers, faded paintings and pictures that 

are too good to throw away--all of these items remind us that times passes, yet has not concluded. Likewise, an 

item's worth can change: its value increases for some and it decreases for others. An in-between time, 

betwixt the beginnings and endings, the feasts and the fasts--this is autumn.  

 

In a way, autumn is an arbitrary and ambiguous time of the year. With the post- Pentecost season's length ex-

tending from early summer to early winter, the church often struggles with a focus at this midpoint. Of course, it 

is a time for continuing growth in faith, a time for building on the foundations that have been witnessed through 

the resurrection appearances. Yet the challenge of this time of year often overwhelms. Where is the church head-

ed? It is like waiting for a train that can be heard in the distance, yet seems to take forever to arrive.  

 

The biblical stories are familiar and well-worn. They have tinges of memories associated with them. They have 

been heard before. Once in a while, there is something new and fresh, vital and surprising about the stories; more 

usually, though, they are retold with a rehearsed expectation and familiarity. They are, after all, part of the cele-

brated canon. They are a given. 

 

Yet, at the very same time, it is the richness found in the retelling that offers a breath for new life. That which is 

well-worn is revitalized through an intimacy in a deep and abiding recollection of what is true and good, honora-

ble and pure. Autumn liturgy is a time for homecoming, a coming home to Christ.  

 

Autumn itself always brings about a number of changes. The seasons are marked by cycles of reversals: the stars 

shift in the sky; the natural world finds new ways of living. Likewise, school's days begin or end, new calendar 

years are established, old patterns of living are undertaken. A cabin might be closed for the winter, new windows 

put up on the house, clothing styles changed--these are marks of a shifting and transitional time.  

 

Even though this change is apparent, it takes different ears and eyes to notice that the changes are not always 

dramatic or even recognizable. Conversion is much the same, seldom happening in an earth-shaking way. More 

often, transformation takes place in the ways that are hidden in the heart. Perhaps it is the time of year to look for 

the subtle and simple nuances that contribute to a common faith. Perhaps it is the time of the year to revisit those 

aspects of faith that are considered understood and agreed upon. That would give an opportunity to interrogate 

and discover anew the richness of a life lived within the liturgy of the church. Sundays and Seasons 2003 Augs-

burg Fortress. 

 

Perhaps this is a time to ask ourselves the tough questions. Where are we headed? What is important? (Read 

Luke 12:13-21 again.) What nurtures and sustains a deep and abiding faith? Is my prayer life and devotional hab-

its satisfying? How am I living out God’s amazing grace? Am I willing to be inconvenienced for the sake of the 

gospel?  

 

Autumn signals back to school ... a time for new challenges and new learning. May this be a time of continued 

growth for each of us. 

 

Continued Joy!! Pastor Karen 
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STEPHEN MINISTRIES: Loud Time With God 
- Sarah Stephenson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I recently read the book The Very Worst Missionary by Jamie Wright.  It was an honest account of her pro-

gression from becoming a new Christian and eventually an international missionary. 
 

In her early days of being a new mom and a new Christian, she participated in a women’s group that insisted 

that there was nothing better than quiet time with God.  The get up before dawn and light a candle and read 

your Bible kind of quiet time. 
 

Wright just couldn’t wrap her mind around this sort of “quiet time”. 
 

‘I will not be getting up earlier.  Nope.  I’m gonna honor God intentionally in my sleep, because I’m pretty 

sure God wants me to be the very best mother I can possibly be to my boys.  I will listen for God’s voice in the 

wilderness, and at the water park, and under McDonald’s indoor play structure, because that is my daily loud 

time and God is faithful to meet me in the chaos.’   
 

Loud time with God. 
 

This is brilliant!  Because…..isn’t this really when we need to hear God the most!  The times when our world 

may be spinning off balance, when our hearts are breaking or even when we are just caught up in the act of liv-

ing life. 
 

To borrow the theme verse from VBS…. 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you…”  -Isaiah 43:2 
 

So you see, there is no need to set aside a special time with God…..for he is already there….in the quiet and in 

the chaos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

AUGUST MEETINGS 
 

 08/13 @ 3:30PM 
 8/22 @ 9:30AM (Leaders ONLY) 

Congregational Care 
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ULC NURSES: TIME FOR A BROWN BAG CHECK UP! 
 

What is the “Brown Bag” check-up?                         
 

Nurses have been asked frequently many questions about how many medications are safe to 

take?  A very good question & more difficult to answer.  American’s are taking more pre-

scription drugs more than ever   according to an article written by Robert Preidt a healthcare 

reporter for WebMD in 2017.  As of 2016, 55% of Americans are taking at least four pre-

scription medications daily & this may not include the over the counter drugs, vitamins & 

dietary supplements according to a survey done by Consumer Reports.  It is also reported 

that many of these pills may be unnecessary.  More than 1/3 of the people say they have no 

healthcare provider that has reviewed their medicine to see if they are necessary.  This sur-

vey was conducted on 2000 adults & also found that 49% of the respondent’s asked their 

prescribers whether they could stop   taking a drug & 71% were able to eliminate at least one 

drug.  Prescription drug use rose 85% from 1997 to 2016.  This rise represents billions & 

billions of dollars.   In 2014, 1.3 million people were treated in emergency rooms for adverse 

drug effects.  Currently if you are 65 years or older, you are most likely taking at least 5-6 medications daily 

according to Dr. Duxbury associate professor of geriatrics at the University of Alabama.  There has never 

been a controlled study on a human being involving more than 3 drugs circulating in the body at the same 

time per Dr. Duxbury.   Dr. Duxbury reports that some 10% to 15% of all emergency visits are related to 

medication reactions or drug interactions for seniors.  The question we are being asked by those we care for is 

what is happening to my body when we are taking 7, 10, 15 different medications?   It is challenging for 

healthcare providers today as we have several doctors that we see on a regular basis & they may be in differ-

ent healthcare systems, so a provider is unable to read what another physician is prescribing. We as patient’s 

may also forget to share with our physician’s what we are taking, & this should include vitamins, supple-

ments & over the counter medications.  So, when you visit your physician next time be sure to take all your 

pills in a “bag” so that your healthcare provider has an accurate list.  Here are a few other things you can do: 

•  Be honest with your healthcare provider 

•  Know why you are taking a medication & how long you will be taking 

• Primary care provider to review medications you are taking every 6 months to 1 yr. 

• If you are having side effects, share your concerns with your doctor 

• Ask your physician if you can reduce the number of medications you are taking. 

• Don’t stop taking medications without talking to your physician 

• Get your prescriptions refilled at one pharmacy to avoid drug interactions 

• Purge medicine cabinet every 6 months to 1 yr. 

Remember what your physician thinks you’re taking, what’s in your chart & what’s going down the throat are 

often 3 different things advised Dr. Duxbury. 

 

 

“A cheerful look brings Joy to the Heart” Proverbs 
15:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Blessing for your continued health.   

Your Parish Nurses-Charlotte Spencer & Tonja Seusy 

Congregational Care 
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UNITED SINGLES: BRUNCH ACROPOLIS RESTAURANT  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4TH @ 10:00AM  
Callers will be contacting you so that we can provide the restaurant with number planning to attend.  

Thank you! - Carl Rumsey 

 

 

ULC GOES TO THE BALL GAME!  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10TH @ 5:30PM  
Arvest Naturals Ballpark is hosting Christian musician David Dunn on Friday, August 10th at their “Faith and 

Family Night.” Gates open at 5:30 with the music concert at 6 pm. Baseball game starts at 7:15. Post game 

fireworks included too. We have reserved seating for 20 members so we all get to sit together as a group. 

Please sign up in the narthex and purchase your tickets from Lisa Twitty. $10 a person.  

Excited to get together as a community in Christ!  

 

 

 BREAKFAST CLUB  

MONDAY, AUGUST 13TH @ 8:00AM 

 at Papa Mike’s 
 Guest Speaker: Sarah Stephenson  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ULC SUMMER PICNIC  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26TH  

(IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP SERVICE)  
Please join your fellow United members for a summer picnic on Sunday, August 26th immediately following 

the church service. The meal will include sandwiches, potato salad, coleslaw, pea salad, cupcakes, iced tea, 

coffee, and water. We will be honoring some of our distinguished members so come see what the hubbub is all 

about! Sign up in the narthex so we’ll get a good head count.  

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
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AUGUST MOVIE NIGHT  
Thursday, August 16th @ 6:30pm 

 

THE ENCOUNTER 
 

It follows 5 strangers living in California : Nick, a former NFL player and owner of a chain of burger 

restaurants; Hank and Catherine, whose marriage is falling apart; Melissa, a Christian on the way to 

visit her boyfriend (who is an atheist), and Kayla, a hitchhiker escaping her horrible living conditions 

in Los Angeles. When a detour road is closed off, the 5 are stranded in a diner with its omnipresent 

owner, who discreetly reveals himself to be Jesus, and attempts to help each of the patrons to face the 

truth in his/her life, particularly its dark side, to seek repentance and go for reconciliation. 

 

 

*popcorn provided* 

 

 

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS 



 7 

 

 
 
 

 
BOOK STUDY with PASTOR KAREN 

 

 
 

August Book:   

LAMB 
Christopher Moore 

 

The birth of Jesus has been well chronicled, as have his glorious teachings, acts, and divine sac-

rifice after his thirtieth birthday. But no one knows about the early life of the Son of God, the 

missing years -- except Biff, the Messiah's best bud, who has been resurrected to tell the story in 

the divinely hilarious yet heartfelt work. 
 

 

 

 

September Book: 
Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life 

                    Richard Rohr 
From the books cover: In Falling Upward, Fr. Richard Rohr seeks to help readers understand the 

tasks of the two halves of life and to show them that those who have fallen, failed, or "gone 

down" are the only ones who understand "up." Most of us tend to think of the second half of life 

as largely about getting old, dealing with health issues, and letting go of life, but the whole thesis 

of this book is exactly the opposite. What looks like falling down can largely be experienced as 

"falling upward." In fact, it is not a loss but somehow actually a gain, as we have all seen with 

elders who have come to their fullness. 
 

October Book:  
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible 

Again 
Rachel Held Evans 

One Woman’s Journey Back to Loving the Bible 
When Rachel Held Evans found herself asking questions, she began a quest to better under-

stand what the Bible is and how it is meant to be read. What she discovered changed her—and 

it will change you too. Drawing on the best in recent scholarship and using her well-honed lit-

erary expertise, Evans examines some of our favorite Bible stories and possible interpreta-

tions, retelling them through memoir, original poetry, short stories, soliloquies, and even a 

short screenplay. The Bible, she discovers, is not a static work but is a living, breathing, capti-

vating, and confounding book that is able to equip us to join God’s loving and redemptive 

Book Club is back! AUGUST 21st at 6:30PM 

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
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- Joyce Jebsen 
 

When you do it to one of the least of these you do it to me”.  These words come to mind when I think about 

gathering items to help those who have less than I do.  During August, people of United have the opportunity 

to help with needs in two different places. 

 

The second Sunday of the month will be designated OAKS INDIAN MISSION SUNDAY.  

Each month a different item will be suggested for that month.  August 12th will be our first 

OAKS INDIAN MISSION SUNDAY.  Special needs this time are backpacks (new or gently 

used), index cards, Kleenex and hand sanitizer.  There are tubs on a table in the narthex marked 

for Oaks Indian Mission where you may deposit your items.  You may begin bringing them any 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, during the entire month of August we will be collecting 

school supplies for the Gravette School District.  There is also a tub 

on the table in the narthex marked Gravette Schools where those 

items may be placed. 

 

 

THANK YOU for your help in helping our neighbors in need!  The recipients of these items thank you too. 

_________________________________________________ 
LITTLE PANTRY NEEDS DONATIONS  

The Little Pantry is continuing its success in helping many in need in the Bella Vista area, and it is running 

low on all things. We are asking for donations to help us keep the pantry stocked.  

Some needed items are:  

canned tuna & chicken 

spaghetti-o’s & ravioli 

 ramen noodles  

cereal 

 canned fruit 

  bar soap   
 

Social Ministry 
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Stewardship 
MANAGING GOD’S ABUNDANCE 

 

 

 

 

August - Learning  
Be transformed by the renewing of your minds. Romans 12:2  

 
What a joy it is to be part of a religion that encourages questions, thinking, trying things out 

and learning! Jesus didn’t spoon feed data to be consumed, but gave us stories we must wrestle 

with to discover meaning. The people of God are named “Israel” which means “ones who 

wrestle with God.” Active learning is in our spiritual DNA. Learning is worship. With discov-

ery comes wonder from which awe and praise spring forth: “When I consider your heavens, 

the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place . . . Lord, our 

Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” Psalm 8 Learning makes you a better serv-

ant. You are you with all your interests and talents. God entrusts you with the development of 

yourself for the sake of the world. You have been given the ability to learn, to hone skills, and 

further your expertise and knowledge to serve God and others. How are you developing your-

self? What skills or areas of knowledge are you working on? Where is God inviting you to fo-

cus?  
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August 12 

 

*August 1*   9:30 a.m.  W-ELCA Board 

August 15     9:15 a.m.  Visiting Phoebes 

August 22   10:00 a.m.  Bible Study Leaders 

Coffee 

Hannah Circle 
Piece Makers every Thursday at 9:00.  

 Luther Hall is a “cool” place to be 

on a hot summer day.  There are many 

tasks for willing hands—you don’t 

even have to know how to sew to be 

part of this wonderful fellowship.  Just Come on Down! 

 
Fall 2018:   Repentance by Meghan Johnston Aelabouni 
Repentance is one of the most powerful acts of a person or a church, making possible not only 
forgiveness but also reconciliation. This three-part Bible study by Meghan Johnston Aelabouni will 
explore how we as Lutheran Christians understand the role of repentance in our faith, especially as 
we understand God’s grace to be unearned and freely given.  
September: Session one – Time after time: Turning to God 
October: Session two – If I could turn back time: Turning to others 
November: Session three – Turning points: Turning as the church to the world 
December 2018: Annual Advent/Christmas devotional 
Winter 2019: The Gospel of John: Meetings with Jesus by Julie A. Kanarr 
January/February: Session one: Come and see: Seeking and finding faith 
Session two: By night and day: Coming to faith in Jesus  March: Session three: Friends for life in Christ 
April: Session four: Seeing the risen Christ 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

For our September 17th meeting,  we want  

school pictures from all our women!  Our 

program committee has a special back to school 

program planned, and we want YOU to 

share a school picture with us.  You can 

email a picture to Louise Wobig 

(Lwobig@cox.net)  OR you can bring 

a picture to church any Sunday in 

August, and we’ll scan it for our collection. We 

have a great program planned: 

“Name that Student”  and 

“Are You Smarter than a 4th Grader?”  

Plus, we’ll honor all our teachers! 

Mark your calendars for September 17, and 

BRING US YOUR SCHOOL PICTURES!

“All Anew in Perfect Harmony” 

Our Fall Convention will be on September 28-30 at 

Resurrection Lutheran Church, Yukon, OK. See the next 

pages for details about registration and housing.  We are 

so honored this year to have Linda Post Bushkofsky, 

Executive Director of W-ELCA and Tina Bigelow from 

Poulsbo, WA, as our special guests.  Planned workshops 

topics deal with Ethiopia,  Peace House in OKC and 

churchwide ideas from Tina Bigelow.  Other highlights 

are wine tasting, Pilgrims Travelers Gospel singers, 

Mary Magdalene awards and Bible Study with Pastor 

Liz. As always, we expect this to be a wonderful 

weekend.  Send in your registration soon and sign up at 

the Women’s Counter so we can coordinate rides and 

rooms.  IMPORTANT:  Contact Jane Nelson about 

paying for your room through our treasurer to save the 

cost of taxes and fees. 

Our New Year Starts In September 
We are busy planning great programs for next year.  

Watch for the new yearbooks at the end of August. 

 If you’ve been thinking about joining us,  

call Jane Nelson for more information. 

W-ELCA 
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“All Anew in Perfect Harmony” 
  Women of ELCA 

  AR/OK Synodical Convention 
  September 28, 29, 30, 2018 
Resurrection Lutheran Church  

Yukon, OK 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Linda Post Bushkofsky 

Executive Director  

W-ELCA 

Tina Bigelow  

Churchwide  

Rep 

Pastor Liz 

Albertson 

Bible Study 

Nathaniel Batchelder   

Director, Peace House, OKC 

Mary Magdalene 

Award 

Gale Bogenschneider 

Partnership Ethiopia 

Wine Tasting Compassionate 
Hands 

Manna Pantry Pilgrims Travelers 

Gospel Singers 

And More!    Stay Tuned…. 

See the Registration Form for information about Cost, Deadlines, 

Housing and your Special $35 Rebate from the Women of United! 

EVERY ONE IS WELCOME! 
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Arkansas/Oklahoma Synodical Women’s Organization Women of the ELCA  
31th ANNUAL WELCA CONVENTION — REGISTRATION FORM 

September 28-30, 2018 
Resurrection Lutheran Church 

675 West Vandament Yukon, OK 73099 

Phone: 405-324-0651 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Guest Name* (If applicable) ________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (Home #)__________________________________ (Cell #)_________________________________ 

Email address _______________________________________________WELCA Cluster_______________ 

Church _____________________________________________City _____________________ State ______ 

Age (Optional):____________ How many conventions have you attended?___________________ 

Will be attending as: ______ Attendee ______ Voting Member (Delegate) ______ SWO Board Member 

Registration: The registration fee includes Friday supper, Saturday lunch and dinner, all printed 

materials, plus snack during convention. 

 EARLY BIRD (before JULY 15TH)   $70.00 $__________ 

 REGULAR (before August 25)   $75.00 $__________ 

 LATE (after August 25)   $85.00 $__________ 

 Wine Tasting- Meet and Greet add   $  6.00 $__________   
    
      SUB TOTAL   $__________ 

*Meals for Guests 

   Friday/Night $10.00    $__________ 

   Sat/Lunch $10.00   $__________ 

   Sat/Dinner $20.00   $__________ 

Food Allergies/Special Diet Needs: __________________________________________________________ 
 

ENCLOSED IS A CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF:      $_________________ ****Note:  

There are NO refunds 
 

   Make checks payable to: AR/OK Women of the ELCA 

Mail before AUGUST 25, 2018 to: 
Carol Reinke, Convention Registrar, 2301 NW 26th, Oklahoma City, OK 73107 

405-524-4838 h. 405-641-4222 c. 

Reinkehome2301@gmail.com 

 

Cut here--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hampton Inn 
1351 Canadian Ct. 

Yukon OK, 73099 

Church Rate of $94.00 +tax (tax exempt if paid with church check or credit card) 

Room rate includes full breakfast 6:00 AM to 10:00 AM daily 

Phone: 405-350-6400. 

Last Date for Hotel Reservations: August 25, 2018 

NOTE: YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING YOUR OWN HOTEL RESERVATIONS. 

 

Women of United: Be sure to make a copy of your check before you send in your registration.  You will be 

eligible for half of the early bird registration ($35).  Give the copy of your check to Theda Hall or Carole 

Walford for your refund.  There is a sign up sheet at the Women’s counter.  Sign up so that we can coordinate 

rides and hotel rooms.  If you are willing to pay by check or cash, our treasurer can write one check for our 

hotel rooms and save the cost of the tax.  Be sure to talk to Theda or Jane before you make your hotel 

reservation.  Please note, the $6 fee for the wine tasting is a personal choice and will not be reimbursed. 

(free shuttle to hotel 
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ULC MUSIC DIRECTOR UPDATE 
- Lois Carlson 

If you missed coming to church any of the Sundays in July be sure to go to our church website 

www.unitedlutheranbv.org and click on the Sunday you missed so you can see and listen to the special music 

for that Sunday.  July 1st was Debra Horn, July 8th was Jeff Peleaux, July 15th was Addyson Lawson and 

Hannah Hoang, July 22nd was Char Sorenson, and July 29th was the Blue Grass Gospel Band.  Our 

THANKS to all who provided special music those Sundays! 

 

Our ULC Ecumenical Orchestra has been on the road this summer!  We THANK them for representing ULC 

at the Patriots' Parade July 4th.  An unexpected “extra” this year during the program was having our own  

Betty Wehner play “TAPS” at the last minute to fill in for the scheduled trumpet player who couldn't be there 

due to illness.  THANKS, Betty, for a beautiful solo!!!  On Sunday, July 15, the Orchestra played the prelude, 

special music, and postlude at St. Theodore's Episcopal Church in Bella Vista for both their 8:00AM and 

10:30AM worship services!  Our cellist, Mary Stewart, is a member there.  THANKS to ALL the Orchestra 

Members who made this possible!  We hope to schedule one more “Travel Sunday” before Fall to another 

Orchestra Member's Church.  Of course the Orchestra plays one Sunday each month all during the year at 

ULC.   

 

With the coming of August comes regular rehearsal times for all Music Groups at ULC.  Chancel Bells, under 

the direction of Margaret Seba, will resume weekly rehearsals beginning Thursday, August 23rd at 3:15PM.  

Margaret is looking for VOLUNTEERS to play Bells this year.  If you can read music and have a sense of 

rhythm, you will ENJOY being a Bell Choir Member!   

 

Youth Choir, under the direction of Sarah Stephenson, meets each Sunday morning during Sunday School 

following our Sunday Morning Worship Service.  We encourage everyone to invite new families to ULC and 

bring their children!   

 

Orchestra continues to rehearse every Wednesday at 5:45 PM.  If you have played an instrument in High 

School or College and would like to “dust it off” and start playing again, please join us this month  and play 

with us!  You will be surprised at how quickly your skills will return and the satisfaction that comes from 

playing with our group! 

 

On Wednesday, August 29th at 6 PM we will have a “PIE AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL” for all Musicians 

and their spouses in Adult Choir, Bell Choir, Orchestra, Blue Grass Gospel Band, and Youth Choir and their 

parents.  Adult Choir will rehearse immediately following and rehearse weekly at 7:00PM thereafter returning 

to singing weekly during Sunday morning Worship Services beginning September 16th. 

 

Blue Grass Gospel Band will rehearse at 6:30 PM on most Tuesdays.  Sunday, September 23rd will be Blue 

Grass Sunday.   

 

All ULC Musicians would like to encourage anyone who enjoys singing or playing an instrument to join any 

or all of the music groups!  Fall is a perfect time to join and “get in the groove”!  We have a lot of fun during 

rehearsals as we strive to “make a joyful sound for the Lord”!   

 

 

Worship & Music 

http://www.unitedlutheranbv.org/
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Adult Christian Education: 
At home, on your own ... 

If you’d like a copy of Matthew J. Marohl’s Book of Faith Study resource on Romans, 

please take one from the counter in the Narthex. Paul's letter to the Romans is very dif-

ferent than any of his other letters. Paul addresses many of the important questions that 

arise when one considers the relationship between God and creation, as well as topics 

such as salvation and grace. 

 

 

 

 

During the Sunday’s Christian Ed hour ...  
“This Changes Everything” 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America gather for a week of faith formation know as the Gathering. Through days spent in interac-

tive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and 

inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. (2018 Gathering Handbook) Each night during the Gathering 

participants experience the Mass Gathering, which highlight the events theme: 

God’s Call Changes Everything 

God’s Love Changes Everything 

God’s Grace Changes Everything 

God’s Hope Changes Everything, 

and Sunday morning Jesus Changes Everything. 

We too will have an opportunity to experience these same inspiring sessions. Come, join the experience, 

which could just lead to that same growth, while being challenged and inspired to see life a little differently. 

Hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

STARTING SEPTEMBER 9TH! 

 
Using a text book entitled, “ Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey “ 

by Mark Allan Powell, former professor of New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary. Pastor Fred Nelson 

(and others) will serve as the guide for the journey that will include the 27 books of the New Testament - from 

Matthew through Revelation. .” A SIGN UP SHEET FOR THE CLASS IS IN THE NARTHEX. THANK 

YOU!  

 

 

 

Youth & Education Announcement 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATES 
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This blessing focuses upon children starting the school year. 

Read Mark 10:13-16, Romans 12:4-8, or another appropriate scripture passage. 

 

Dear God, as we get ready to start another year in school, we ask your blessing on this back-

packs (laptops, PDAs, work boots, cell phones, or other tools of the trade) and especially on 

name of child/children who will wear/use it/them. As they do the very important work of being 

students, bless them with: eagerness to learn, that their world may grow large; respect for 

teachers and students, that they may form healthy relationships; love for nature, that they may 

become caretakers of your creation; happiness when learning is easy and stick-to-it-iveness 

when it is hard; faith in Jesus as their best teacher and closest friend. 

 

We ask that you would protect these, your own children. Watch over them and keep them safe 

as they travel to and from school. As they learn, help them also to discover the different gifts 

that you have given each one of them to be used in your work in the world. As they hear the 

many voices that will fill their days, help them to listen most carefully for your voice, the one 

that tells them you will love them always, no matter what. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DON’T FORGET TO  BRING YOUR BACKPACK TO WORSHIP SERVICE ON    
AUGUST 12TH TO RECEIVE A BLESSING FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR! 

Youth & Education Announcement 
BACKPACK BLESSING 
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Youth & Education 

Youth Gathering 2018 Wrap-Up 
- Sarah Stephenson 

 
Charli Anne and I had an amazing week in Houston at the 

ELCA Youth Gathering.  It by far exceeded any expecta-

tions we had! We listened to speakers who had been      

broken in a million different ways….yet still found a way 

to walk with God and make a difference in the world. We 

meet people from all walks of life….and more than a few 

teenagers from “Lutherland”! We saw poverty and       

homelessness EVERY DAY.   

 

We saw kindness and compassion EVERY DAY. We were 

lifted-up by the Holy Spirit EVERY DAY.  And, there is 

nothing like singing songs of faith and love with 31,000 

other sisters and brothers in Christ.  It was affirming for 

both of us in so many ways.   

 

We can’t thank you all enough for providing us with the 

opportunity to experience our first Youth Gathering       

together.  We made memories that will last us a life time. 

Charli Anne keeps saying, “I can’t wait to come back with 

Addy (Lawson) in three years.  I can’t wait to share this 

with her.” I can’t wait for it either!  

 

Minneapolis 2021 here we come! 
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“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.” Isaiah 43:2 
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BLESSINGS FOR  
TEACHERS  

AND STUDENTS 
 
 
 
 

 
          Let us pray for all who are beginning a new school year,  

          that both students and teachers 

          will be blessed in their academic endeavors. 

          Almighty God, you give wisdom and knowledge.  

          Grant teachers the gift of joy and 

          insight, and students the gift of diligence and openness,  

          that all may grow in what is good  

          and honest and true. Support all who teach and all who learn,  

          that together we may know 

         and follow your ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

         Amen. 

 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress.   

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Cast all your cares upon him, for he cares for you. - I Peter 5:7 

 

Notice it says ALL your cares, and not some.   

HE doesn’t pick and choose, so neither should we. 

Submitted by - Ruth Dronen 

Prayer Corner 
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UNITED IN PRAYER - Mondays @ 2:45PM 
Gracious Lord Jesus.  You came into the world as one of us and you suffered as we do.  Be with all on our 

prayer list and their loved ones in these days of special needs.   Help them to see that YOU are with them in 

all things.  Strengthen, heal, bless, and fortify their faith against fear and doubt in Your loving purpose for 

them.  We give You thanks on their behalf and ask that You and ask that You would also keep them in  our 

hearts and all of us in Your power, until we are freed from all that afflicts us.  In Your name we pray. Amen. 

Lucile Aasmundstad 

Jason Carlson 

Marg Christianson 

Roger & Anne Costa 

Virg & Dar Dykema 

Helen Eidem 

Betty Erion 

Dean & Karen Fevold 

Gerry & Lorraine Herman 

George Hildre 

Lorraine Janzen 

Duane & Connie Kuske 

Red & Bonnie Larson 

Ken Lawson’s Family & Friends 

Sally Leffler 

 

 

Members in Need of Prayer 

Dan Lovaas’ Family & Friends 

Sue Mann 

Al McClain’s Family & Friends 

Jim & Alice Medin  

Dick Pudas  

JoAnn Shaver 

Mike Spencer 

Dick Skrei’s Family & Friends 

Joyce Strunk 

Ben Walford 

Fred Wiegel 

Marge Wolf 

Family & Friends  

in Need of Prayer 

Thomas Boehm 

Nat Bothwell 

Tony Costa 

Dierdre Costa 

Anika Cutts 

Hannah Dykema 

Marilyn Garner 

Mary Goforth 

Betty Hurl 

Kendall Johnson 

Lorraine Johnson 

Betty Kline 

Cindy Lund 

Mike Lynch 

Myrna Olson 

Phillip Phillips 

Rachel Sparks 

ULC Staff 

Raith Wehner 

Members in Care Centers 
 

Highlands – Russ Salomo, Joe & Bea Ranieri, Cleo Sundal         

Concordia – Dot Fritz 

Local Churches & Area ELCA Churches 

Peace in Joplin                      Christ the King 

Neighborhood                       Peace in Rogers 

Good Shepherd                     St. Luke’s 

Faith                                      Emmanuel 

Living Word - Pr. Solberg    Bishop & Staff 

If you are aware of  

someone who should 

be added to or removed 

from the Prayer List, 

please call  

the church office at  

479-855-1325. 

Pray for: the world & our country, our 

church, Pastor Karen & Jeremy, church 

council, staff, music, children’s ministry, 

members, the Phoebes and shut-ins,  

Stephen Ministers & care receivers,  

friends & family members. 

Prayer Corner 
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The Youth Gathering was a success!!  Thank you ULC for all your efforts and help in getting us there.  

We look forward to sharing our experience with you next Sunday!  

- Sarah & Charli Anne Stephenson 

THANK YOU’S 

Thank you to each and every one that helped with the success of VBS this year!  We appreciate all those 

who served, taught, lead, and participated in the Rolling River Rampage - we all had a great time!  See 

you next year!  

- Sarah Stephenson 

 

Thanks to Debby Horn for providing the special music on July 1st.    
 

Our thanks to Jeff Peleaux for his trumpet  selection this Sunday for special music.      
 

Our thanks to the Orchestra for representing ULC at the Patriots' Parade!  There was a record crowd and 

many people acknowledged our presence with kind words of appreciation.   
 

Thank you, Addyson Lawson and Hannah Hoang for the vocal duet, "Who is Like Our God?", which you 

sang for our Special Music during Worship today.  Addyson and Hannah are students of Amy Talbert.  
 

Our thanks to Char Sorenson and her accompanist Virginia Dale for the clarinet solo, “Love Lifted Me” 

which was played as special music for our service.  

 

- Lois Carlson 

I would like to thank the people who provided rides for me to visit Bonnie in Springdale.  It meant so 

much to Bonnie and to me. I also want to thank Pastor Karen for her visits and the   prayers she offered, 

they were so encouraging.  ULC members do care!  

-Red Larson 

A big thank you to all our friends at ULC for their prayers during Dan’s illness.  A special thank you to 

Pastor Karen for visiting our home even while on vacation.  A thank you to all who attended his memorial 

especially the special people who helped in any way.  God bless you all. 

- Eunice Lovaas 

A huge thank you to Howard Anderson for all he has done for to help with the recycling for ULC.  We are 

blessed to have you in the ULC family and thank you for the time and dedication you’ve lovingly given to 

so many areas of the church.   
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8/28 - Thelma Nielsen  

8/28 - Jerry Shelton 

8/30 - Jax Ball  

8/30 - Anne Costa  

8/30 - Mary Estes  

BIRTHDAYS 
8/2 - Sally Leffler 

8/4 - Mariann Floren  

8/6 - Roger Costa  

8/7 - Glenda Heist  

8/8 - John Cornwell  

8/8 - Dick Muller  

8/9 - Harvey Klitzke  

8/13 - Nancy Krumrey  

8/13 - Sherry Tucker  

8/15 - Audrey Nugent  

8/15 - Jeff Peleaux  

8/16 - Joe Eidem  

8/18 - CeCe Coffman  

8/18 - Sue Mann  

8/19 - Lila Roush  

8/20 - Jack Sadenwasser  

8/22 - Don Hippe  

8/23 - Dylan Rendon  

8/25 - Dean Fevold  

8/25 - Corinne Schulz  

8/26 - Kathy Bassett  

8/26 - Char Sorenson  

8/26 - Betty Wehner  

8/27 - Jan Pope  

August 

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know. Thank you! 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

  

ANNIVERSARIES 
8/4 - Cal & Mariann Floren  

8/8 - Wally & Jane Nelson  

8/10 - John & Marilyn Cornwell  

8/15 - Ray & Marilyn Brown  

8/15 - Gerry & Lorraine Herman  

8/15 - Steve & Mary Lou Stolp  

8/16 - Red & Bonnie Larson  

8/22 - Rolly & Bonnie Buechler  

8/24 - Walt & Betty Knocke  

8/26 - Debby & BJ Horn  

8/27 - Jeff & Kari Peleaux  

8/28 - Dennis & Judy Berg  

8/28 - Barry & Sue Mann  

8/30 - Mike & Tonja Seusy  

8/31 - Don & Joyce Whittlesey  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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August 2018 
August 1 -  Wednesday   9:30AM - W-ELCA Board Meeting  

  5:45PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

August 2 -   Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

August 5 -   Sunday 11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

August 6 -   Monday   1:00PM -  Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM -  United in Prayer 

  6:30PM -  Priscilla Circle 

August 7 -   Tuesday   9:00AM - Worship & Music Committee Meeting 

  1:00PM - Hannah Circle 

  6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

August 8 -   Wednesday   8:00AM - Bible Study  

  9:15AM - Bread for the World 

  5:45PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

August 9 -   Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  6:00PM - Council Meeting 

August 12 -  Sunday   12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  BACKPACK BLESSING SUNDAY 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

August 13 -  Monday   8:00AM -  Breakfast Club at Papa Mike’s 

  1:00PM -  Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM -  United in Prayer 

  3:30PM -  Stephen Ministries Meeting 

August 14 - Tuesday   1:00PM -  Martha Circle 

  6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

August 15 - Wednesday  St. Mary, Mother of our Lord 

  9:15AM - Visiting Phoebes  

  5:45PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

August 16 - Thursday 9:00AM - Piecemakers 

6:30PM -  Movie Night 

August 19 - Sunday   13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

August 20 - Monday   1:00PM -  Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM -  United in Prayer 

August 21 - Tuesday   4:30PM - Courtyard Committee Meeting 

  6:30PM - Book Study with Pastor Karen 

  6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 
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August 22 - Wednesday   8:00AM -  Bible Study 

  9:30AM - Stephen Ministries Meeting 

10:00AM - W-ELCA Bible Study Leaders 

  5:45PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

August 23 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15PM -  Chancel Bells 

August 24 - Friday St. Bartholomew, Apostle 

August 26 - Sunday   14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion 

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

  3:00PM - Concordia Worship Service 

August 27 - Monday 10:00AM - Village House Worship Service 

  1:00PM - Staff Meeting  

  2:45PM - United in Prayer 

August 28 - Tuesday     6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

August 29  - Wednesday The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist 

  5:45PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

  6:00PM - ULC Musicians Pie & Ice Cream Social 

  7:00PM - Choir Rehearsal 

August 30 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15PM -  Chancel Bells 

 

INVITE - INVITE - INVITE! 
 
 

Now is a great time to invite friends and neighbors to come join us at ULC!  Think 

of those that would love to join us for a summer picnic or our Family Art Night!  

Let’s continue to love outside the box and show the community how great ULC is! 
 

Evangelism Announcement 


