
Happy fall everyone! This is the time of year when if you are outside you marvel at the 
wonderful work of God's hands as you view all the beautiful changing colors! I would like 
to compare that image to the work of Social Ministry. When we so graciously collect all 
our in kind offerings, respond to the Good Gifts Tree and fill blue bags with Christmas 
dinner we are working alongside God to bring some beautiful "color" into the lives of the 
recipients of our gifts all around our area as well as all around the world! I find that very 
exciting to think about.  
The ELCA Good Gifts Tree is up in the narthex and filled with ornaments. The ornaments 
picture pigs, ducks, chickens, goats, honey bees and other items. Each ornament has a 
dollar amount on it. Pick the ornament you would like to pur-chase and then put the 
amount of money indicated in one of the envelopes provided. If you write a check make it 
out to United Lutheran and mark it Good Gifts. You may leave the envelope in the church 

office or put it in the offering plate. This project is an extension of the ELCA 
World Hunger appeal. Animals are given to families to provide food but also 
as a source of income when the family can sell teir extra food. There are also 
ornaments for water wells, Bibles, food to feed a family, school supplies, etc. 
The ornament purchased is then yours to keep and take home and put with 
your other holiday decorations.  
 

The Oaks collection for November will be kool-aid. Any kind. The collection 
of socks during the month of October was a resounding success!. I don’t have an 
exact count at this time but it is at least in the area of 200 plus pair of socks! 
Oaks children will have warm,, dry feet for a while!!  
 
COMING SOON - It is that time of year when Walmart bags will be appearing in the 

narthex with menus attached to them. The menu will provide a family of 
four to six people. Twenty of the bags will go to Gravette schools and 
the remaining bags will go to Helping Hands. Hopefully we can fill 100 
to 120 bags. A Thrivent Action Grant will provide hams for the Gravette 
bags and Helping Hands will provide meat for their bags. The bags will 
be ready in early November. Watch the sign by them when you pick 
them up to see when they will need to be returned.  

As we bless others by sharing the gifts God has given us I wish for everyone a blessed, 
thankful and Happy Thanksgiving! Blessings to all and happy fall! Joyce  


