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Sunday, October 18, 2020 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, Year A 
 

Introduction 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When 

the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God 

what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God 

rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in 

the service of God and for the sake of the world. 
 

WELCOME  
This is the day the Lord has made.  

We will rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God,  

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn 

from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before 

examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your 

gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 

again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has 

made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + 

Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
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Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 

abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and 

transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 

reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, 

love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 

 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  

  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

  Grace to you and peace. 

  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 

chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 

and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved 

to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 

persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an 

example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded 

forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has 

become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report 

about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to 

serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 

dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

 

 Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God.   
 

 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First 

they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 

 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 

teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 

regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 

emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 

you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then 

he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then 

he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 

away. 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
The Image of God 
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The Pharisees and Herodians come to Jesus with a seemingly simple question: “Is it lawful to 

pay taxes or not?” In a deft move characteristic of his ministry, Jesus refuses to pick a side. He 

doesn’t debate them, but reframes the whole question. In doing so, he creates space in which 

they are open to hear a new possibility and be amazed. 

The imperial coin bears the image of the emperor, just as our currency bears the image of our 

nation’s favored leaders. What bears God’s image? You! In the first chapter of Genesis we learn 

that all of humankind is created in the image of God, blessed, and entrusted with caring for every 

living creature. 

When Jesus says, “Give . . . to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21), we are reminded 

that there is nothing in this world and nothing in ourselves that is beyond the scope of God’s 

care. Like the money stamped with the ruler’s image, we see what God treasures in the face of 

every person on the planet: ourselves and our neighbors, those we love and those we fear. God’s 

own image is in every race, every age, every gender identity, every ability. Each of us shines 

forth a unique facet of who God is. All that we have and all that we are is from God and for the 

sake of the whole world. 

The sacred image in us is reinforced every week when we take part in the celebration of Holy 

Communion. As we are fed with the body of Christ, we pray that we too might “give ourselves 

away as bread for the hungry” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 114). Nothing is ours to keep. 

All is gift from God, freely given and constantly renewed. Set free by the promises of God’s 

steadfast presence and generosity, we may live with open hands and open hearts. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy Spirit 

among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant 

Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, 
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hear our prayer. 

 

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to 

its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all 

that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and 

communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt 

(especially). Join their voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, 

court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate 

their lives and birth this week: 

10/19 – Robert Hall 

 Connie Kuske 

  Janet Lohrding 
 

10/20 – Dick Strunk 

  Mark Maki 
 

10/21 – BJ Horn 

  Charlotte Spencer 
 

10/22 – Fred Nelson 

10/23 – Louise Wobig 

10/24 – Ron Olson             

  

 

enrich each of them with a sense of your joy and grace for yet another year.  Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Save us from ourselves, from racism in all it’s hidden forms, from hollow words without actions, 

forgive us, renew us, call us to action. Grant wisdom, give us courage for the coming days. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for doctors, 

nurses, technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

For those we know and love who serve in our military and their families. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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For the protection of firefighters and police officers, for our President, and all our elected 

officials, national, state and local leaders, that through their wisdom, insight and patience, peace 

and justice prevail throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

For all those who are dealing with the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world: those who are 

infected, those caring for them, those trying to mitigate and manage the epidemic, and those who 

are living in fear of it. May God bless us all with healing and hope. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

As fires burn uncontrollably in California and other states and as people respond to the 

hurricanes and tropical storms in the south and east, we lean into your presence and care.  We are 

mindful of those who have suffered injury, damage or loss and ask that you would strengthen 

and comfort those involved. Protect the firefighters, rescue workers, responders, and emergency 

care providers with all that is needful for the tasks ahead. Guard those who yet remain in harm's 

way. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at the heavenly banquet, 

comfort us with your presence. Assure us of your peace at all times. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 

nourish us with this rich food and drink, 

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 

through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

Please, remember that we depend on our offerings, even when there is no on site worship services 

due to extreme circumstances.   
 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Words of Institution 
Grace at the table: The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 
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COMMUNION 
Please, prepare the table with bread/a cracker and wine/juice. The words of institution will be 

included in this Sunday mornings recorded worship service. If you do not participate in the 

recorded service, and would like to receive communion, please contact Pastor Karen.  
 

BLESSING 
Mothering God, 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  

Thanks be to God. 
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