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November 2018 

UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 
                                         We are a Stephen Ministry Church 

 Address: 100 Cooper Road · Bella Vista · AR  72715 

Phone:  479-855-1325 

Email:  admin@unitedlutheranbv.org 

Website:  www.unitedlutheranbv.org  

LIKE US on Facebook: @ United Lutheran Church 

 

 
THANKOFFERING SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 11TH 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 18TH 

 
                 

 

 

 

 
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 4TH 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST 

6:30PM 
 

 
                 

 
 

THANKSGIVING EVE PIE SOCIAL 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST 
(following 6:30pm worship service) 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S OFFICE:  
Elizabeth of Hungary, Renewer of Society 

This month we celebrate All Saints’ Sunday on November 4th, and I suspect you 

may be aware by now that I have a healthy respect and fascination for the saints. Th 

day of All Saints’ is actually November 1st, however each year ‘the church’          

celebrates it on the first Sunday in November. On this day, I typically spend at least 

some part of the sermon trying to convince the congregation, yet again, that we all 

are indeed the saints. 
 

I am not sure why it seems so difficult, whenever we confess our faith in the words 

of the Apostles’ Creed, we include the affirmation: "I believe in the communion of 

saints." 
 

So what do we mean when we say that we are the saints? 
 

According to the New Testament, the saints are not a select group of “perfect”     

persons with haloes around their heads. They are simply the members of the     

Christian fellowship, women and men who live by faith in Jesus Christ and in 

whose lives the Holy Spirit is at work. In this tradition, the New English Bible does not even use the word 

“saints”, but replaces it with the term “God’s people.” 
 

Perhaps that is one of the reasons we pause every year to remind ourselves that we are 

the saints. We know we are far from perfect, and it is good to be reminded that we have 

work to do. 
 

As you know, there are other times during the church year that we pause to commemo-

rate specific saints ... those men and women who have a story to tell that we might learn 

from or be encouraged by. This year I am going to look for women whose story         

inspires, starting with Elizabeth of Hungary. 
 

According to Gail Ramshaw, in More Days for Praise: 

“Princess Elizabeth of Hungary, refusing a monarchical lifestyle, was renowned for her 

simplicity of dress, her generous contributions to the poor, and her care for the sick. She 

accepted what has been judged excessively harsh spiritual direction from her priest, and 

she was rejected by the royal family for her asceticism and her identification with the 

poor.” 
 

It is reported that Elizabeth was married at age 14, and widowed at 20. She met her husband Ludwig on a     

hunting party; he was never troubled by her charity and always supported it. After his death, she was forced to 

send her children away; she regained her dowry, using the money to build a hospital where she herself served the 

sick. Elizabeth took vows similar to those of nuns, which included celibacy, even though family wished her to 

remarry. Elizabeth, however, remained faithful to her vows, threatening to cut of her nose so that no man would 

find her attractive enough to marry. She became a symbol of Christian charity after her death at the age of 24. In 

art, she is often shown carrying a basket of bread for the poor or tending the sick in hospitals. 
 

“I saw the heavens open and my Lord sweet Jesus leaned toward me, consoling me about the various afflictions 

and tribulations that surrounded me. While I gazed at him, I was delighted and I laughed. but when he turned his 

face away, as if about to leave, I began to cry. He was merciful to me and again turned his most serene face 

toward me, saying, ‘If you want to be with me, then I will be with you.’ And I said, ‘Lord, you want to be with 

me and I want to be with you and never do I want to be apart from you.’”  -- Elizabeth of Hungary 
 

In celebration of the saints this month, perhaps you too can take time to learn from one of the saints that         

surround on Sunday morning. Strike up a conversation. Pause for coffee and ask about someone’s life...ask what 

inspires them? What do they hold dear? What life lessons do they live by? 

May the sharing of your stories inspire joy!!  Pastor Karen 

+ 
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PARISH NURSES:  
HOLIDAY GRIEF 

 

 
The holidays are a times of hope, joy, friendship, homecoming,     

blessings, and celebrations. But if you have suffered any loss it can be 

a difficult time of the year. The loss can be the death of a person, a job, 

divorce, move, health, friends, independence, and the list goes on. The 

holidays are a reminder of the people you usually see, who are no   

longer present. We all know the holidays are coming and they will be 

here sooner than later. Halloween is here, then comes Thanksgiving, 

and Christmas. Most everyone notices the stores put out Christmas 

stuff before Halloween.  Thanksgiving is coming and grief can be there 

whether it is from a recent event or years past. Everyone should try to 

decide what they are going to do with holiday grief. We want to be 

around people who are supportive, but not trying to fix it.  
 

These are just a few of the suggestions for dealing with a loss of a loved one from What’s Your Grief.        

Especially for those who have lost a spouse, significant other, family, or friends.  
 

1. Acknowledge that the holidays will be different and can be tough.  

2. Decide what traditions you want to keep and which ones you want to change.  

3. Create a new tradition in memory of your loved one.  

4. Decide where you want to spend the holiday in advance.  

5. Include one of your loved one’s favorite holiday dish.  

6. Be honest. Tell people what you want to DO or not want to DO.  

7. Play your loved one’s favorite holiday music.  

8. Journal your feelings. Especially on the days you are having a difficult time.  

9. Don’t feel guilty if you skip or minimize decorations.  

10. Remember that crying is okay. The holidays are everywhere and who knows what 

may trigger sadness.  

11. Seek gratitude. Find one thing that you are grateful for each day.  

12. Say yes to help.  

13. Make some time for yourself. Practice self-care- whatever helps you recharge.  

14. Don’t feel guilty about not sending cards.  

15. Write a Christmas letter or journal to your loved one.  
 

Finding gratitude when you’re anything but grateful can be hard. Think of ways to help yourself and others 

this upcoming holiday season. Don’t be afraid to ask for help. Take some time to reflect on the things you are     

thankful for.  
 

God Bless your continued health and Happy Thanksgiving.  
 

We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and 

your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1:3)  

 

Your Parish Nurses: Charlotte Spencer, Tonja Seusy  

 

 

(continued on next page) 

 

Congregational Care 
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PARISH NURSES:  
A Poem For Those Grieving During the Holiday Season 

 
Do you know how hard it is  
to hold my tears inside? 

I have lost someone very special to me 
and it is hard for me each and every day, 
But especially hard during the holidays. 

I may look strong,  
but I am fighting daily 

to be this way.  
Please have patience with me... 

I will never be the same person that I was, 
but I am trying to be the best that I can right now. 

 
- from My Special Angel: For Love Ones Lost 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Congregational Care 
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STEPHEN MINISTRIES:  
A Frequent Encourager 

- Sarah Stephenson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will 

not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set 

you ablaze.  -Isaiah 43.2 
 

God is a frequent encourager.  He promises to be with us…. always.  We can count on Him to hold our hands, 

to hold our heads above the raging waters and to hold the flames at bay.   
 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discour-

aged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.  -Joshua 1:9 
 

God is a frequent encourager.  He calls us to be strong and courageous, for He is with us always.  We are never 

alone.  He encourages us to be brave and do His calling.   
 

The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I 

have drawn you with unfailing kindness.”  -Jeremiah 31:3 
 

God is a frequent encourager.  He tells us often that He loves us and created us with kindness. 
 

God has made it clear that He will always be there to support and love us.  He tells us that we can do            

anything…..if we are brave enough to try.  He constantly encourages us to love Him and the world.   
 

We can be frequent encouragers as well.  We need only follow the example that God has set.   

Can you be bold enough to take the hand of a broken spirit and courageous enough to lavish love?     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER MEETING 
 

 11/12 & 11/26 @ 3:30PM 

Congregational Care 
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INTRODUCING THE NEW TESTAMENT  
by Mark Allan Powell 

 
Using a text book entitled, “ Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, 

and Theological Survey“ by Mark Allan Powell, former professor of New Testament 

at  Trinity Lutheran Seminary.  Pastor Fred Nelson (and others) will serve as the 

guide for the journey that will include the 27 books of the New Testament - from 

Matthew through  Revelation. Pastor Nelson spent some quality time with Dr.    

Powell many years ago and was inspired by many of Dr. Powell’s insights.  
 

Pastor Fred Nelson will continue to have sessions on Sundays  

after worship service and also on Tuesdays at 6:30pm.   

You can still join in if you’d like to learn more! 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
BIBLE STUDY SERIES:  THE USE & MEANS OF GRACE 

NOVEMBER 14TH & NOVEMBER 28TH @ 8:00AM  
 

At the heart of what we believe as Lutheran Christians is ‘Word and Sacrament.’ The Use and Means of Grace 

statement was adopted for guidance and Practice of Word and Sacrament in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America at the 1997 Churchwide Assembly. Come explore what we believe, our theological principles and 

how we strive to put them into practice in our life together. 

 

Education Announcements 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Please note, there will not be class on November 18th 
due to the Stewardship Brunch.  

Everyone is welcome on Tuesday, November 20th, 6:30pm. 
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November Book:  
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again 

Rachel Held Evans 
When Rachel Held Evans found herself asking questions, she began a quest to better            

understand what the Bible is and how it is meant to be read. What she discovered changed 

her—and it will change you too. Drawing on the best in recent scholarship and using her well-

honed   literary expertise, Evans examines some of our favorite Bible stories and possible    

interpretations, retelling them through memoir, original poetry, short stories, soliloquies, and 

even a short screenplay. The Bible, she discovers, is not a static work but is a living, breathing, 

captivating, and confounding book that is able to equip us to join God’s loving and redemptive 

work in the world. 

 

 

 

 
 

Suggested Read for December: 
Home for Christmas: Stories for Young and Old  

 

Selected for their insightfulness, spiritual value, and literary quality they project the spirit of 

the season in a fresh, compelling manner that will resonate with readers of all ages – from 

children too young to read to themselves, to parents and grandparents who enjoy reading  

stories aloud. 

 
 
 

January Book:  
Loving Jesus 

                               Mark Allan Powell 
The essence of spirituality is loving God, says Powell. The Bible, the Talmud, and the 

Qu'ran all direct their followers not merely to believe in God, to trust God, to obey God, and 

to serve God - but to love God. Can we learn to love God? In this biblical spirituality for 

today, Powell's earnest plea is for Christians to revisit their faith not by blazing in religious 

enthusiasm but by harboring a steadier flame and deeper commitment. Living at the poetic 

heart of faith, he argues, entails seeing the coordinates of religious life in a new way. Powell 

espouses the old-fashioned idea of piety. Drawing on his wide knowledge of the Bible and 

Christian tradition, as well as insights from his own journey, he shows how simple religious 

practices move us beyond the old certitudes of a naïve and youthful faith into the less      

certain but more bracing terrain of a second naïveté, a closer walk with Jesus. 

Book Club will meet NOVEMBER 26th at 6:30PM 

Education Announcements 
BOOK STUDY WITH PASTOR KAREN 

Book Club will take a break in December.  However, here is a 
good suggested read for the month outside of the club.   
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OCTOBER 25-NOVEMBER 18 
 

This is the perfect time of year to shop for books  

that help you heal, grow, and thrive!   

All books are sold at a special discount  

and are perfect for winter reading or gifts  

for your friends and loved ones this holiday season!  

Adult and children’s book selections are available. 

 

Stop by the table in the narthex  to check out  

some of the books available and order yours!  

Order forms are available on the table. 
 

Place your order Sundays before or after worship service  

or Monday-Thursday from 8:30-4:30pm  

& Friday from 8:30-12:00pm! 

 

For any questions, please stop by the church front office. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(To view more book selections - check out the table in the narthex!) 

 

Education Announcements 
WELLNESS BOOK FAIR 



 9 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SET FOR DECEMBER 2ND  
Immediately following worship. 

 

On the Agenda 

 
United Lutheran Church Proposed By-Law change 

Current By-Law, dated: May 2015 

Chapter 9. 

SERVING, CONSUMPTION AND PROVISION OF ALCOHOL 

With the sole exception of wine to be served for communion purposes, alcohol shall neither be 

served nor consumed on church property. 

 

PROPOSED CHANGE 

December 2018 

Chapter 9. 

SERVING, CONSUMPTION AND PROVISION OF ALCOHOL 

Wine shall always be acceptable for communion purposes and for use at the Seder meal. If 

groups or individuals wish to serve alcohol at any other time, the congregational council must 

grant permission. 
 

 

Leadership Announcement 
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CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND @ 9:00AM 

@ PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BELLA VISTA 
Church Women United is sponsoring World Community Day on November 2nd at the Presbyterian Church 

with refreshments at 9:30am and the program at 10:00am.  The speaker will share updates on Havenwood in 

Bentonville.  A collection of paper and cleaning supplies will be received.  Hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

 

 
  

     

 

 

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH 

(more information on page 23)  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB  

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH @ 8:00AM 
  Guest Speakers: Katlyn Taylor w/Single Parent Scholarship 

Devotion: Darrell Johnson 

SIGN UP SHEET IS THE NARTHEX! 
 

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

GOSHEN SHEPHERD GROUP  

GATHERING 
  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH @ 3:00PM 

THANKOFFERING SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH 

(more information on page 19) 

VETERAN’S DAY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH  

(more information on page 12-13)  
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NOVEMBER MOVIE NIGHT  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH @ 6:30PM 

42 
In 1947, Jackie Robinson rewrote the future of pro baseball when he broke through the    

racial barrier to become the first African American MLB player in modern history. Both 

moving and inspirational, the film 42 follows Robinson’s trials and tribulations as he signs 

on to the Brooklyn Dodgers under legendary team manager Branch Rickey. 

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY & BRUNCH 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH 

(more information on page 16)  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE & PIE SOCIAL 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST @ 6:30PM 

(more information on page 23)  

 
 

ALTAR GUILD: CHRISTMAS/ADVENT SEASON DECORATING 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1ST @ 9:00AM 

 

 

ST. NICHOLAS DAY PARTY 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1ST @ 2:00PM 

 

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

W-ELCA SIT & CHAT 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH @ 9:30AM 

  (more information on page 20-21) 
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VETERANS DAY - NOVEMBER 11TH 
 

Veterans Day is November 11th.  If you are a veteran we’d love to have your name added to our current list-

ing of ULC Veterans.  If you don’t see your name listed below, please call or email 

the church office before NOVEMBER 8TH so that we can add you to the list 

of those we will thank and honor on Veterans Day.   

 

We thank you for your service. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Air Force Veterans 

 
Frank Barbieri 

Don Christianson 

George Heist 

George Hildre 

Gerald Janssen 

Howard Johnson 

Darwin Krumrey 

James Medin 

William Lindeman 

Wally Nelson 

Garey Olson 

Bud Taylor 

Charles Vail 

Walter Steckel 

Steven Stolp 

Donald Whittlesey 

Army Veterans 

 
 

Tom Anderson     

Orrin Armiger 

Larry Behlendorf 

Harold Crivello 

Dick Dale 

Leonard Eisert 

Gene Dolan 

Joe Eidem 

Dean Fevold 

Fred Gifford 

Ed Graf 

Al Hvidsten 

Richard Johnson 

Duane Kuske 

Frank Miller 

Larry Olson 

Ron Olson 

Ralph Picht 

Russell Pope 

Richard Pudas 

Roger Rahlfs 

Ron Rear 

Kay Reishus 

Carl Rumsey 

Larry Sorenson 

Cliff Stolpe 

Richard Strunk 

Vern Sutter  

Orvil Wobig 
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VETERANS DAY - NOVEMBER 11TH 
 

Veterans Day is November 11th.  If you are a veteran we’d love to have your name added to our current list-

ing of ULC Veterans.  If you don’t see your name listed below, please call or email 

the church office before NOVEMBER 8TH so that we can add you to the list 

of those we will thank and honor on Veterans Day.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank you for your service. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Fellowship 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Marine Veterans 

 

Bob Doran 

 

NOAA Veteran 
(National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration) 

 
Richard Muller 

National Guard Veterans 
 

 

John Cornwell 

Bob McNew 

  Ben Walford  Navy Veterans 

 

Howard Anderson 

Ray Brown 

Rolly Buechler 

Roger Costa 

Virg Dykema 

Arnold “Red” Larson 

Mark Maki 

Duane Michelsen 

Jim Nugent 

Jerry Shaw 

John Swinney 

Kathy Tillman 
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Joyce Jebsen 
- Give thanks to the Holy One...-  

 

“We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing...”   

This is the month that we think of giving thanks more often than usual.  As we think back over the year, oh 

how we have been blessed!  Comfortable homes, warm clothing, plenty of food, freedom to worship and the 

list goes on.  This November, our Social Ministry team is providing all of us opportunities to share out bless-

ings with some of those not so richly blessed. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

           OAKS INDIAN MISSION SUNDAY 
            SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH 

 

As the mission seeks to provide a home, clothing, food, education to some 20 young people, there are always 

needs.  In November, we will be collecting quart and gallon size zip lock bags and dryer sheets (like Bounce, 

etc.).  Tubs will be on a table in the narthex from November 1st through the second Sunday.  There were very 

excited to receive all the toothbrushes, toothpaste, and cough drops in October.  They especially expressed 

thanks for our monthly donations as very few churches or organizations do it on a regular basis. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COATS FOR KIDS 
During the month of November we will be collecting coats,         

sweatpants, and sweatshirts & underwear for the Decatur schools 

(elementary school sizes).  Decatur is a very poor school district with 

many needs.  Kelsey Sojka is a teacher in the system and tells of     

children coming to school cold and without warm clothing.  If you 

choose to look for coats, check out Helping Hands or the local Good-

will store as they sometimes have excellent and almost new coats for 

the very little.  These little ones will be blessed by our generosity! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING RECIPIENT: ELCA WORLD HUNGER 
The Social Ministry Mission Team has chosen ELCA World Hunger to be the recipient of United’s       

Thanksgiving offering.   Our offering here at United will feed people all over the world.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SOCIAL MINISTRY MISSION TEAM 
We now have a Social Ministry Mission Team of eight members!! This is very exciting and I want to say a big 

“THANK YOU” to all those who volunteered to share their talents and gifts in this way! 

 

- We are blessed to be blessings!-  

Social Ministry 
UPDATES & EVENTS 



 15 

 

 
 
 
 

THE LITTLE PANTRY 
The Little Pantry is continuing its success in helping many in need in the Bella Vista area, and it is running 

low on all things. We are asking for donations to help us keep the pantry stocked.  Thank you to all those that 

continually give to the Little Pantry; your help goes a long way in our community! 

 

Some needed items are:  

canned tuna & chicken 

spaghetti-o’s & ravioli 

 ramen noodles  

cereal 

 canned fruit 

  bar soap   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DON’T FORGET TO COLLECT TABS! 
If you ever wondered what we do with the tabs we collect, please read about the Ronald McDonald House at 

Mercy Hospital.  We have given them thousands of tabs over the years in support of the work they do.  Don’t 

forget to keep bringing in any tabs you can to help us help others. - Dee Sadenwasser 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 CARDS FOR ST. JUDE’S RANCH FOR CHILDREN 
 

St. Jude’s Ranch for Children again needs greeting cards (the front only).  Please bring in any greeting card 

fronts that you would like to donate to St. Jude’s Ranch.  We were able to send in 2 boxes of cards to them 

recently, so thank you to all those that have already given greeting cards for this cause..  Please remember, we 

only need the front of the greeting card.   

 

Social Ministry 
UPDATES & EVENTS 
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“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves 

the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.”   

1 Timothy 6:18-19 

Dear ULC Family,  
 

Live Courageously, based on 1 Timothy 6:18-19 is the theme for United Lutheran Church’s Stewardship Em-

phasis for 2018.  This theme is particularly appropriate as we focus on deepening our understanding of stew-

ardship as a spiritual discipline, and we consider where God is leading us as a generous faith community. 
   

In preparation for making our stewardship decisions for 2019, the Stewardship Committee, through short 

“Temple Talks”, will share their thoughts, stories, and passion about our faith and our roles as God’s generous 

stewards.  As we increase our understanding of God’s blessings and our church’s mission, we will see more 

clearly how our participation and support can make a difference in the congregation and beyond.  
 

 We now have 2019 pledge cards and envelopes available, addressed to Marilyn Irwin, our church Financial 

Secretary.  In an effort to make returning the pledge cards as easy as possible, you will have several methods 

available to you, and we request that cards are returned by November 25th, 2018.   
 

• Return the card to the basket on the baptismal font.  

• Email Marilyn at financialsec@unitedlutheranbv.org with your pledge information.  

• Call Marilyn at 479-855-1325 and tell her your pledge information.  

• Mail your pledge card, in the envelope provided, to Marilyn.   

• Hand carry to Marilyn in her office. 
 

 

Then, it will be time to Celebrate, and share our love of food and fellowship!  On November 18th, a Steward-

ship Brunch will be held, following worship.  A delicious Breakfast Burrito Bar will be set up, and Fred Nel-

son and Lance Twitty will review our stewardship goals and challenges.   
 

The Stewardship Committee will provide feedback to the congregation at the December 2nd Congregational 

Meeting on how the Stewardship Campaign for 2019 has fared.  
 

Please remember:  Pledging is a symbol of our individual and collective witness to Christ’s presence in our 

lives, and support of our ministry. BUT…Stewardship is not solely about the giving of money to our mission.  

It also includes the giving of our time, and talents, as well as our treasures.   
 

We are a church that is blessed with so much talent, generosity, and courage!  We look forward to your partici-

pation as we explore our calling to be a generous and servant church.   

 

In Christ’s service,    ULC Stewardship Team 

Stewardship 

mailto:financialsec@unitedlutheranbv.org
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Stewardship 
MANAGING GOD’S ABUNDANCE 

 

 

 

 
November - Plan 

 
Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established. Proverbs 16:3  

 
"Five-year plans," "strategic plans," long-term plans." If you have a business background, these are familiar 

terms indeed. You may dread having to put them together, but you know they are essential for success.     

Planning can be just as important to our personal lives as it is to a business. Do you have a budget? Having a 

household budget can help immensely in managing your finances during the year. Try to estimate your major 

and recurring expenses - including, of course, your church contributions – in relation to your income. Then 

allocate the remainder to things like entertainment, vacation, and other non-essentials. But always remember a 

budget is a roadmap - not a straight jacket. Be prepared to make adjustments as the year progresses. Be sure to 

include in your budgeting a plan to reduce debt - especially credit card debt. Finances become much easier if 

we can pay credit card bills in full each month. Do you have a will? Is it up-to-date? Good financial planning 

sometimes requires the help of professionals - either a lawyer or a financial planner. Choose one with care.  
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Nov 11 
 
Nov 12  9:30 a.m.  Sit and Chat 

Nov 14    9:30 a.m.       General Board 

Nov 21    9:15 a.m. Visiting Phoebes 

Nov 28    9:00 a.m. Altar Guild 

Nov 28   10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

Morning Circles 
Nov 7  9:15 a.m. 

 Deborah ....... Marlene Doran 

Nov 7  9:30 a.m. 
 Mary ............ Theda Hall 

 Naomi  ......... Toni Hippe 

 Rachel*  ....... June Johnson 

 Sarah* .......... Clare Ann Stubbs                        

Afternoon Circles  

Nov 6  –  1:00 p.m. 

  Hannah ........ Alice Rahlfs 

Nov  13 –  1:00 p.m. Luther Hall 
 Martha…….Nancy Krumrey 

Evening Circle 

Nov 5 –  6:30p.m.   
  Priscilla* .......  Loletia Rear 

* These circles meet at church 

Piece Makers – Thursdays 9:00 am Luther Hall.    

Join our quilters as we finish up the quilts for this 

year’s shipment to Lutheran World Relief.   

You’ll be amazed at the works of art our women 

can create from blocks of donated fabric!   

Single Parent Scholarship Shopping—We will again be funding holiday food baskets for 

needy families. Last year  we were able to provide a wonderful dinner for the families we 

were assigned by the Benton County Single Parents Scholarship Fund. Thank you for your 

amazing support!  The Women of United could not help so many families without the 

generosity of the entire congregation.  Debbie Olson will be coordinating our efforts again 

this year.  To support this wonderful project, make your check payable to Women of United,  

mark it for Single Parent Shopping, and put it in the box in the narthex marked “Single Parent 

Shopping.”    

Priscilla Circle 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

Our own Rosalyn Harris will share what she has 

learned about autism on her journey with her son since 

Anthony was diagnosed with autism and ADHD.  This 

is going to be a Very Special Event! Bring your friends!!!  
 

Let us help you celebrate your November 

birthday at our Birthday Table! 

Everyone is invited.  
  

Hostess: Mary Circle 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED  

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY  

 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND  
COFFEE & Rolls @ 9:30; Program at 10:00 
Presbyterian Church  1880 Forest Hills Blvd                             

The speaker is Ragon Eaton from Havenwood Shelter in Bentonville.   The overall theme of the day is 

“Reaching Toward Wholeness,” which reflects the idea that wholeness requires feeling safe, cared for, 

valued and connected within our local community and the larger world.  With these aspects present, there is 

harmony. A collection of paper products, cleaning supplies, diapers, gift cards and bedding for twin beds 

will be received. Everyone is invited. You don’t need to sign up ahead of time—just come and enjoy 

fellowship with women from other churches in Bella Vista. 

Women of United 
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Coming up:  Advent Soup Suppers 
 

The Women of United will be serving soup for supper on Wednesdays during Advent. All of 
the proceeds will go to assist the work of Saving Grace, a charity that helps young women who 
have aged out of foster care develop the skills they need to lead successful and purposeful lives.  
        
                    Our chief soup makers have provided this schedule for helpers: 

Dec    5: Deborah and Naomi Circles   Each Circle provides 2 people for set up, 2 to serve, 2 for  
Dec. 12: Hannah and Rachel Circles             clean up and 3 desserts (bars and cookies—no pie or cake). 
Dec. 19: Priscilla and Sarah Circles     (If you need help with the dishwasher, call Louise Wobig.) 

What do your Thankofferings do? They make possible the many resources and programs that we, 
our local unit, and our synodical women’s organization find so valuable. They’re used to train our 
synodical treasurers and other officers. They’re used to support the activities of the churchwide 
officers and executive board. Your Thankofferings make it possible for us to bring the most 
inspiring and exciting speakers, preachers, and musicians to Women of the ELCA events, including 
the Triennial Gatherings. Your Thankofferings also make it possible for us to make our annual gift 
to the ELCA, which supports hunger ministries and much more. 

  Thankoffering Sunday      November 11 
On Sunday, November 11, the congregation will participate in our annual Thankoffering Sunday.  Our 
speaker this year is Katy Wobig Sojka, a retired teacher and school principal. During the service we will 
receive the annual Thankoffering, which is a major source of funds for the varied work of our Churchwide   
W-ELCA organization.  The entire offering is sent on to support worthy projects, many of which are aimed 
at  improving the lives of women.  Now that  we are receiving the Voice by email, we ask you to please pick 
up your envelope from your circle leader or from the table in the narthex.   Our goal for this year is $2,100.  
A special thank you to Carole Walford and Margaret Seba for planning the service. 

We are so grateful to all the members of United who support us so generously on Thanks Sunday. 

Women of United Christmas Tea  
Mark your calendars for our annual tea on Dec 8  from 2:00 to 4:00.   We will be bringing 
hats and mittens for Decatur Schools. Decatur is the school district that the 50 plus children 
from New Beginning Children’s Homes attend.  The need is great for all the children at 
Decatur as many are from low income families.  It is also the school where Women of United 
member, Kelsey Sojka is a teacher, and it was Kelsey who made us aware of the need in that 
school. Bring your hats and mittens to hang on our tree.  We’re telling you now so you can 
take advantage of early Christmas sales. Small sizes are very much appreciated! 

2018 Mary Magdalene Winner:  Theda Hall 

We are delighted to announce that  Theda Hall is the winner of this year’s Mary Magdalene 
Award for both  the Women of United and for Cluster 6.  Theda has been a wonderful 
example of the Mary Magdalene Award’s “Go and Tell” spirit. The list of things Theda has 
done is long, including her serving as president for our women’s group and her service on 
the church council, her work as treasurer for W-ELCA here at United and on the Synodical 
Board. She has worked very faithfully for the Women of United and for our synod in so 
many ways.  She kept us “legal” in terms of our money and she organized our books, but 
more importantly, she has spoken so eloquently about our need to support this organization, and she has worked 
so hard to help keep us going at a time when membership in the Women of the ELCA has fallen drastically all 
over the nation. She has earned the respect of the Synodical Board for her excellent work and her faithful 
service.  In true “go and tell” spirit, Theda has written hundreds of notes—thank you notes, notes of 
encouragement and notes of invitation.  Last year she hand-wrote notes to EVERY WOMAN here at United 
inviting her to participate in our programs. She has been a good and gracious friend to the Women of United, and 
she is a very worthy recipient of the Mary Magdalene award.  Congratulations, Theda Hall! 

Theda and Penny Budzein 
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Women of United -  
Take a minute to Sit & Chat with friends on   

Monday, November 12th at 9:30am. 
 

We will discuss the following article entitled   
Simple Security by Sharon Hazard. (on page 21)   

Sit  Chat 
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We are happy to have the New Lamplighters under the direction of Jim Nugent, taking an active role in 

providing music one Sunday each month for our worship services.  Thank you for singing “Faith of our      

Fathers” arranged with 2 harmonicas played by Fred Nelson and Jim Nugent for our October 14th worship   

service.    
 

Our thanks to Ardy Schultz's grand daughters, Kate Lennon-vocal, Sarah Terry-piano, and Leisa Ranauro-

flute, for their arrangement of “Beautiful Savior” for the special music during our October 21st worship     

service which they performed in honor of Ardy Schultz's 90th Birthday.   
 

Thanks, also, to Debby Horn  for her vocal solo, “I Found the Answer” during our October 28 Worship     

Service.   
 

During the regular choir rehearsal on Wednesday, October 17th, the ULC Musicians presented Virginia Dale 

with a beautiful bouquet of flowers and a card as a token of appreciation for her accompanying the choir    

during the past 4 plus years at ULC.  THANK YOU, Virginia, for your committment, your many hours of 

practicing the piano, and for sharing your many musical talents with all of us.  The music department misses 

you!   
 

Sunday, November 11th, ECHO (Ecumenical CHurch Orchestra) of United Lutheran Church and our adult 

Choir will honor all our ULC Veterans during the prelude prior to our Sunday morning worship service.  We 

are requesting that ALL VETERANS please join us in the front of the sanctuary so we may pay tribute to 

each of you on this Veterans Day for your service to our country as we sing and play the anthem, “Thank 

You, Soldiers”, written by Michael and Angela Souders to honor all veterans.    
 

Several Sundays in November are “special”-- November 4th is All Saints; Sunday and November 11th is 

“ThankOffering Sunday” with W-ELCA doing the worship service.  The New Lamplighters will be singing 

November 18th, and November 25th is Christ the King Sunday.  Also, we are having a Thanksgiving Eve  

Service at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, November 21st followed by a “pie social”.    

 

 
 

REHEARSALS  for Wednesday, November 21 ONLY are: 

 

ORCHESTRA - 4:45 PM 

CHOIR – 5:45 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 

 

 

Thank you, 

Lois Carlson, ULC Music Director 
 

Worship & Music 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT UPDATE 
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CELEBRATING THE SAINTS - ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 4TH @ 9:30AM 

Each year we pause to celebrate the memory of loved ones on All Saints Sunday. A red candle 

is placed on the altar for those who have died since last year, All Saints’. A clear candle is place 

in honor of the baptisms. There will also be time during the service to remember other loved 

ones who have died and gone to be with their Lord.  Please invite your family and friends to 

join us as we honor the memory of those who are no longer with and those who have chosen to 

give their life and service to God. 

 

Let us pray: 

We thank you, O God, for all your servants and witnesses of times past: for Abraham and 

Sarah, Moses and Miriam, Deborah and Gideon, Samuel and Hannah; for Isaiah and the 

prophets; for Mary, mother of our Lord; for Mary Magdalene, Peter, Paul, and for all the 

apostles, for Stephen and Phoebe, and all the martyrs and saints in every time and in   

every land. In your mercy, give us, as you gave them, the hope of salvation and the prom-

ise of eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen  

-- Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 73. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE & ANNUAL PIE SOCIAL 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST @ 6:30PM 

 

Please join in as we give thanks and praise during our Thanksgiving Eve service. 

 We will also have our annual Pie Social following the  

Thanksgiving Eve service at 6:30pm on November 21st.  

ALL ARE WELCOME SO PLEASE INVITE  

YOUR  FAMILY, NEIGHBORS, AND FRIENDS  

TO HELP GIVE THANKS AND ENJOY SOME DELICIOUS PIE!    
A sign up sheet is in the narthex if you are willing and able to bring a pie to share.  

The church will have the whipped topping as well as the cider and coffee.                
 

Almighty God, loving parent, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work 

of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve 

you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
 
 
 

Worship & Music 
INVITE - INVITE - INVITE! 
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We are looking for a Coordinator Usher.  A Coordinator Usher will see to it that each month has a 

Head Usher in place.  Also, if the Head Usher, for any reason, is unavailable or can't be reached for a 

memorial service or any other special event, then the Coordinator Usher will be contacted.   

 

Please prayerfully consider this opportunity. 

 

Thanks,  

Worship & Music Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship & Music 
COORDINATOR USHER NEEDED 
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What are the ULC Youth up to? 
- Sarah Stephenson  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

November Kid’s Activities 
If you are looking for something fun to do this fall season, check our what the youth of ULC are up to!  

Come join their cheering sections if you have the time!  

 

 

Addyson Lawson - Vocal Recital 
November 26-  6:30pm 

Bentonville Community Church, 220 NW A Street, Bentonville 

 

 

 

 

 

Cate Coffman- Trampoline Meet  
November 3- Joplin 

 

 

 

Cate & CeCe Coffman- Veteran’s Day Program 
November 9-  9am 

Bentonville Christian Academy, 904 N. Walton Blvd, Bentonville 

 

 

Youth  
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UNITED IN PRAYER - Mondays @ 2:45PM 
Gracious Lord Jesus.  You came into the world as one of us and you suffered as we do.  Be with all on our 

prayer list and their loved ones in these days of special needs.   Help them to see that YOU are with them in 

all things.  Strengthen, heal, bless, and fortify their faith against fear and doubt in Your loving purpose for 

them.  We give You thanks on their behalf and ask that You and ask that You would also keep them in  our 

hearts and all of us in Your power, until we are freed from all that afflicts us.  In Your name we pray. Amen. 

Lucile Aasmundstad 

Bonnie Buechler 

Jason Carlson 

Marg Christianson 

Roger & Anne Costa 

Marilyn Denniston 

Bob Doran 

Virg & Dar Dykema 

Helen Eidem 

Dean & Karen Fevold 

Ruth Gabriel 

Jerry & Lorraine Herman 

Glenda Heist 

Lorraine Janzen 

Red & Bonnie Larson 

Sally Leffler 

 

 

Members in Need of Prayer 

Arlene Nordeen 

Inez Polaski & Daughters 

Dick Pudas  

Bruce Richardson’s Family & Friends 

Russ Salomo’s Family & Friends 

JoAnn Shaver 

Mike Spencer 

Joyce Strunk 

Kristi Tostenrud 

Ben Walford 

Fred Wiegel 

Marge Wolf 

Family & Friends  

in Need of Prayer 

Nat Bothwell 

Tony Costa 

Dierdre Costa 

Hannah Dykema 

Becky Hommeland 

Marilyn Garner 

Nancy Garrett 

Mary Goforth 

Stephanie Gress 

Kendall Johnson 

Lorraine Johnson 

Betty Kline 

Cindy Lund 

Mike Lynch 

Roger Mathey 

Phillip Phillips 

Rachel Sparks 

Susan Sletto 

ULC Staff 

Members in Care Centers 
 

Highlands – Joe & Bea Ranieri, Cleo Sundal         

Concordia – Dot Fritz 

Local Churches & Area ELCA Churches 

Peace in Joplin                      Christ the King 

Neighborhood                       Peace in Rogers 

Good Shepherd                     St. Luke’s 

Faith                                      Emmanuel 

Living Word             Bishop & Staff 

Bella Vista Christian Fellowship 

If you are aware of  

someone who should 

be added to or removed 

from the Prayer List, 

please call  

the church office at  

479-855-1325. 

Pray for: the world & our country, our 

church, Pastor Karen & Jeremy, church 

council, staff, music, children’s ministry, 

members, the Phoebes and shut-ins,  

Stephen Ministers & care receivers,  

friends & family members. 

Prayer Corner 
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BIRTHDAYS 
11/2 - Mary Stolp 

11/2 - Orvil Wobig 

11/6 - Connie Kreager 

11/6 - Duane Kuske 

11/7 - Betty Knocke 

11/7 - Ellen Gifford 

11/7 - Beverly Rick 

11/8 - Howard Johnson 

11/8 - Karen Schubert 

11/8 – Mike Spencer 

11/8 - Clare Ann Stubbs 

11/11 - Diane Barr 

11/12 - Janet Davis 

11/12 - Leonard Eisert 

11/13 - Kay Anderson 

11/13 – Joyce Jebsen 

11/13 - Nathan Troutner 

11/14 - Forest Troutner 

11/15 - Joe Ranieri 

11/16 - Walter Steckel 

11/16 - Carole Walford 

11/17 - George Hildre 

11/17 - Annette Janssen 

 

November 

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know. Thank you! 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

  

ANNIVERSARIES 
11/2 -  Mike & Charlotte Spencer 

11/5 -  Frank & Ellen Gifford 

11/22 - Tom & Virginia Anderson 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

11/21 - Len Bruflat 

11/22 - Lola Fodness 

11/23 - Toni Hippe 

11/25 - Dick Dale 

11/25 - Dee Sadenwasser 

11/26 - Tanner Hoang 

11/28 - Jean Koppernolle 

11/29 - Darrel Johnson 

11/30 - Bob Holliday 
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  

AT 2:00AM ON NOVEMBER 4TH! 

As citizens and Christians it is our responsibility to vote in this mid-term election. Who you vote 

for is up to you and your heavenly father.  So work to center your prayers on God and focus 

less on propaganda and there is a good chance that you will vote for the right candidate. 

 

Submitted by: Ruth Dronen 

DON’T FORGET! 
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November 2018 
November 1 -  Thursday ALL SAINTS’ DAY  

  9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15PM  - Chancel Bells Rehearsal 

November 2 -  Friday   9:30AM - Church Women United @ Presbyterian Church of Bella Vista 

November 4 -  Sunday ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

BLOOD PRESSURE SUNDAY 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS: CHANGE YOUR CLOCK BACK 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

  3:00 PM - Goshern Shepherd Group Gathering @ ULC 

November 5 -  Monday    1:00PM -  Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM -  United in Prayer 

  6:30PM  - Priscilla Circle 

November 6 -   Tuesday VOTING DAY 

9:00AM - Worship & Music Committee Meeting 

  1:00PM -  Hannah Circle 

  6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

  6:30PM -  Introducing the New Testament (with Pastor Fred Nelson) 

November 7 -   Wednesday   9:15AM -  Deborah Circle 

  9:30AM -  Mary, Naomi, Rachel, Sarah Circle 

  5:45PM  -  Orchestra Rehearsal 

  7:00PM  -  Choir Rehearsal 

November 8 -   Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15PM - Chancel Bells Rehearsal 

  6:00PM - Council Meeting 

November 10 -  Saturday MARTIN LUTHER’S BIRTHDAY  

November 11 -  Sunday   25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  THANKOFFERING SUNDAY 

  VETERANS’ DAY 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School  

November 12 - Monday   8:00AM - Breakfast Club  

  9:30AM - W-ELCA Sit & Chat 

  1:00PM -  Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM -  United in Prayer 

  3:30PM -  Stephen Ministry Meeting 

November 13 - Tuesday   1:00PM -  Martha Circle 

  6:30PM -  Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

  6:30PM -  Introducing the New Testament (with Pastor Fred Nelson) 

November 14 - Wednesday   8:00AM - Bible Study: The Use and Means of Grace 

  9:15AM - Bread for the World 

  9:30AM - W-ELCA Board Meeting 

  5:45PM -  Orchestra Rehearsal 

  7:00PM -  Choir Rehearsal 
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November 15 - Thursday   9:00AM -  Piecemakers 

  3:15PM -  Chancel Bells Rehearsal 

  6:30PM -   Movie Night: 42 

November 18 - Sunday 26th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Stewardship Brunch 

November 19 - Monday    1:00PM -  Staff Meeting 

  1:00PM - W-ELCA Gathering 

  2:45PM -  United in Prayer   

November 20 - Tuesday   4:30PM -   Courtyard Committee Meeting 

  6:30PM -   Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

  6:30PM - Introducing the New Testament (with Pastor Fred Nelson) 

November 21 - Wednesday   9:00AM - Altar Guild Meeting 

  9:15AM - Visiting Phoebes 

  4:45PM  - Orchestra Rehearsal 

  5:45PM  - Choir Rehearsal 

  6:30PM - Thanksgiving Eve Service & Pie Social 

November 22 - Thursday   Staff Out of Office in Observance of Thanksgiving 

November 25  - Sunday  CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

November 26 - Monday   1:00PM -  Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM -  United in Prayer 

  3:30PM -  Stephen Ministry Meeting 

  6:30PM -  Book Club 

November 27 - Tuesday   6:30PM -   Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

  6:30PM - Introducing the New Testament (with Pastor Fred Nelson) 

November 28 - Wednesday   8:00AM - Bible Study: The Use and Means of Grace 

  9:00AM - Altar Guild Meeting 

10:00AM - W-ELCA Bible Study Leaders Meeting   

  5:45PM  - Orchestra Rehearsal  

  7:00PM  - Choir Rehearsal  

November 29 - Thursday   9:00AM -  Piecemakers 

  3:15PM -  Chancel Bells Rehearsal 

November 30 - Friday St. Andrew, Apostle 

December 1 - Saturday    9:00AM  - Altar Guild: Christmas/Advent Season Decorating  

  2:00PM  - St. Nicholas Day Party   

MEMBER INFO CHANGES 
DON’T FORGET!  

If you’ve recently had a change of address, email address, phone number, or church 

please let the church office know.  We will have new phone directories (not picture...only 

phone) available in January 2019 and would like them to reflect the most current information 

for all our members.  Thank you! 


