
 
Piece Makers  
We will meet again 
when it’s safe.  Watch  

the weekly updates for more info!  
WE NEED SHEETS AND FABRIC! 
If you have some to donate, call Sarah  
Stephenson or Louise Wobig and we’ll  
arrange a way to get them. Until we can 
safely meet again, Sarah has prepared kits 
for sewing at home.  Also, the LWR mask 
project continues. See the page that has  
info about making face masks. 

Sit and Chat 
Monday, July 13 

 
Our next Sit and Chat article is 
“Witnesses to the Transcendent” by 
Bishop Eaton. The article is 
available on our website at 
www.unitedlutheranbv.org, or you 
can pick it up at the church office.  
We hope to meet in person in the 
narthex at United.  Facemasks and 
distancing are required.  We’ll have 
a facemask for you if you don’t have 
one!  EVERYONE is invited! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plans are underway to hold our Fall 
Convention via Zoom.  Be watching 
for more information. 

A Community of Women 
“Just Love” 

Summer Bible Study 
Monday, July 20  9:30 a.m. 

Pastor Karen 
Everyone is invited to join us in this study.  
If possible we will meet at church.  Masks 

will be required, and distances will be 
carefully maintained.   If meeting at 

United is not possible, we hope to set up a 
Zoom session. 

Pastor Karen is wonderful study leader—
plan to join us! 

 
This three-session Bible study invites readers to consider 
how justice and love intersect. What does “just love” look 
like?  How is this kind of love more than a sentimental or 
sanitized emotion, but is instead a love-in-action that seeks 
to dismantle the various systems of sin that damage God’s 
creation and harm God’s people? 
Session 1: “Just Love” in the Family: What’s Love Got to 
do with it? (John 11:1-6, 17-37). Session 1 focuses on what 
“just love” might look like in a family system.   
Session 2: “Just Love” in the Community: From Tree to We 
(Luke 19:1-10). Session 2 views the story of Zacchaeus 
through the lens of restorative justice.   
Session 3: “Just Love” in the Nation: Giving Birth to Justice 
(Exodus 1:8-22).  Session 3 challenges readers to examine 
what “just love” requires when injustice occurs at the 
highest levels of government.  In the book of Exodus the 
midwives Shiphrah and Puah defy Pharaoh to save the lives 
of Hebrew babies.  This session draws on understandings of 
formal and informal power and how we can use the power 
God has given us to effect change. 
 
Call the church office to get a copy of the study, or 
download the summer study free at https://
www.gathermagazine.org/bible-study/free-bible-studies/ 

Dear Friend in Christ, do you want to sustain the community that is a hallmark of Women of the 
ELCA? Then join Dear Friend in Christ, a unique letter-exchange project to which all participants are 
invited. More information can be found on the following pages. 



Dear Friend in Christ, 
Want to sustain the community that is a hallmark of 
Women of the ELCA? Then join Dear Friend in 
Christ, a unique letter-exchange project to which all 
participants are invited. 
  
How does it work? 
1. Write a letter. Use the “Dear Friend in Christ” 
salutation. Fill a page or two, however you are inspired. 
Among other things, please share your thoughts on 

these questions: How is your faith in Jesus Christ sustaining you during the global 
pandemic? What words of encouragement can you offer the person who receives your 
letter? 

 
2. You can handwrite or type the letter. 
 
3. You could include a drawing, a photo, or a recipe, anything that fits into an envelope. 
 
4. Offer up a prayer for the recipient. 
 
5. You may include your mailing address in the letter if you do not wish to remain 
anonymous. 
 
6. Print and sign the Dear Friend in Christ release form. If you don’t have access to a 
printer, please use our online form. We cannot exchange letters without a release. 
 
7. Mail your letter and signed release form to Dear Friend in Christ, Women of the 
ELCA, 8765 W Higgins Road, Chicago IL 60631. Deadline for mailing letters to the 
churchwide organization is October 15, 2020. 
 
What else do I need to know? 
When you write to Dear Friend in Christ, your letter will be swapped with a letter from 
another writer. They will get your letter; you will get their letter. The exchange is 
anonymous (unless you provide your contact information), so you can share as little or 
as much information about yourself as you like. 
Dear Friend in Christ is open to all participants, although writers under 18 must have 
parental consent. Download the release form. 
Letters are paired at random, and we will try to match participants with someone in a 
different geographical part of the ELCA. Women of the ELCA staff read all letters 
before the exchange happens. 
Letters will be mailed to participants on a rolling basis, beginning in June 2020. We will 
continue exchanging letters received through All Saints Day, November 1, 2020. 

More info at: 
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/special-initiatives/dear-friend-christ 



Dear Friend in Christ Participant Information Form  
 
Thank you for participating in Dear Friend in Christ. Please complete and sign this form and send it 
along with your letter to Dear Friend in Christ, Women of the ELCA, 8765 W Higgins Road, Chicago 
IL 60631. Letters must be mailed by October 15, 2020 to be exchanged. We will not share any of your 
contact information without your explicit permission, so do not include your return address in the body 
of the letter unless you intend to share it with the recipient.  
 
Name    
 
Email Address    
 
Mailing Address  
 
City  __________________________ State____  Zip Code _______  
 
By signing below, I grant Women of the ELCA permission to share my letter with another participant in 
Dear Friend in Christ and acknowledge that Women of the ELCA accepts no responsibility for the 
content of correspondence exchanged through Dear Friend in Christ.  
 
Signature _________________________________________ 
 
Date________ 
   
Dear Friend in Christ participants will be added to Women of the ELCA’s monthly e-newsletter (Bold 
Connections) mailing list.  

Please check this box if you do not want to receive our e-newsletter. We post images and excerpts 
from some Dear Friend in Christ letters to the Women of the ELCA website.  

Please check this box if you do not want us to post content from your letter. 

Hope is all the more precious 
During this time of social distancing, financial uncertainty, and 
conflicting information, we know God’s love is constant. 
Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your journey through 
these difficult times, offering a faith reflection every day. 
Encounter God’s extravagant, boundless and often surprising grace 
by signing up for a daily email message.  
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/category/daily-grace 

 



Many people in developing countries don’t have the option of social distancing or frequent handwashing to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention now says cloth face masks, along 
with hand washing and social distancing may help reduce transmission.  We need your help to sew cloth face 
masks to help us reach men, women and children in vulnerable communities.  After all, Lutheran World Relief 
was founded 75 years ago to help neighbors around the globe who were suffering during World War II.  What 
will be our generation’s legacy during this time of crisis?   
 
How do I make masks? 
Information about the masks including directions and videos can be found at  
https://lwr.org/masks  
 
Where and when will the masks be distributed? 
Cloth face masks will be distributed with upcoming international shipments of personal care kits already 
scheduled for summer and fall. Face masks will be distributed to individuals in vulnerable communities and are 
not intended to be a replacement for medical grade personal protective equipment.  Deadline: October 1  

How do I help if I can’t sew? 
Your gift helps ship masks — made as part of LWR’s 75,000 Face Mask Challenge — 
to your neighbors in desperate need around the world.  Send a donation to United marked LWR facemasks or 
send your gift directly at LWR.org/masks 
 
 How to Make a face Mask with Ties    (See the video at https://lwr.org/masks ) 
 SUPPLIES FOR 1 MASK:  
• One (1) 8” x 14” piece of cotton fabric  
• Two (2) 2” x 34” strips  
Thread & sewing machine 
 
 PREPARE THE MASK:  
• On 8” x 14” piece, right sides together, sew ¼” seam, creating tube.  
• Turn right sides out, press seam and fabric.  
• Make 3 pleats, approx. 1” each in size, using steam or pins to hold. Mask will be approx. 3” – 3.5” width.  
 Sew 1/4” seam on each side of mask, securing pleats.  
 Trim seam allowance.  
 
PREPARE THE TIES:  
• Fold in half and press (1”). Open tie back up.  
• Fold each edge in to meet middle (1/2”) and press.  
Fold in half again, securing raw edges inside and press. Each tie will be approx. 1/2” width.  
 
ASSEMBLY:  
• Align center of tie with side of mask, open tie so edge of mask fits snugly inside. Pin.  
 Sew tie to mask. Seam will be very short, get as close as able while still catching all fabric. You are just 
  attaching the mask to the tie at this point, not sewing the whole tie yet.  
• Repeat for other tie and other side of mask.  
 Sew down edges of tie, securing raw edges inside. Seam is very short. You will stitch over where mask is 
  already attached. This is good because it helps reinforce.  
• Repeat for other tie and other side of mask.  
Clip any stray fabric. 

How do I get my masks to Lutheran World Relief?   
If you bring your masks to United, we will bundle and send them or you can send them to the address on the 
website LWR.org/masks,  Be sure to mark them for LWR! 


