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FROM THE PASTOR’S OFFICE: St. Matthias, the Second Twelfth 
As we’ve seen the last several months, the saints surround us, and continually teach us.  Occasionally, in our 

liturgical celebrations, we have an opportunity to celebrate one of the lesser festivals, those feast days      

celebrating an occasion in Jesus life (such as the Ascension) or a day on which we praise God for the lives 

of the apostles. These celebrations can replace the liturgical reading from the Sunday morning focus, except 

during the Easter Season. During Easter, the story of the resurrection takes precedence, always. The date 

used for the commemoration is usually the person’s death date, the date which the person was born into eter-

nal life. (Interestingly, in the ancient world the date of one’s birth was not  always known.) So it happens 

that some of the apostles and saints will never have a Sunday morning commemoration.  
 

Matthias (May 14) has only one brief entry in Scriptures, in the book of 

Acts. (Acts 1:15-26) Not nearly as well known as any of the others,      

Matthias was the apostle chosen to replace Judas after he betrayed Jesus. 

Matthias wasn't chosen by Jesus and is not even mentioned in the gospels. 

However it seems clear that he was part of the larger band of disciples 

from the very beginning. Peter states that the one who was to be  chosen 

must have been a follower of Jesus from the time of Jesus’ baptism and 

must have been a witness to the Resurrection. Tradition also has it that 

Matthias was one of the seventy sent out two by two in mission and      

ministry (Luke 10). He may even have been somewhere in the crowds at 

the crucifixion and saw the resurrected Christ. 
 

Matthias was chosen by casting lots after Jesus ascended to heaven. Their 

belief was that God guided the fall of the stones. Although it was the com-

mon practice for those accepting responsibility in the church, there is no 

mention of an anointing or laying on of hands. And, after being chosen, 

Matthias disappears completely from the New Testament canon and is not mentioned in any other records.  

The choosing of Matthias is depicted in the first chapter of Acts:  

 So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. Then they 

 prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen to take over 

 this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs." Then they cast lots, and the lot fell 

 to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. [Acts 1:23-26] 
 

There is no information about who Joseph Barsabbas was, or why either of them were candidates for        

becoming an official member of ‘the Twelve’. It is not even clear why there was a need to replace Judas in 

the first place, unless it was for the sake of maintaining the symbolism of twelve, the number of the original 

Hebrew tribes. A medieval Greek historian claims that Matthias was crucified. Another Christian legend 

claims that Matthias was stoned and then beheaded in Jerusalem. 
 

Matthias followed Jesus for years without attention or specific recognition, he simply followed, doing what 

needed to be done, using his gifts and skills. It may seem he was called as an afterthought, as the second 

twelfth, yet he was ready to do what needed to be done. Matthias is, in a real way, us .... We too are follow-

ing in the foot steps of Jesus, doing what needs to be done, when it needs to be done. We too are called to 

proclaim the resurrection, the love of God in Christ Jesus. We too are have a job to do and we too are given 

the strength and grace to do it. 
 

 

Continued Easter Joy!! Pastor Karen 
 

+ 
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How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!   Psalm 133:1 

WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 

Gale & Kathy Bassett 

Deb Dakken 

Amy Huse 
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May 13 
 
May   9   9:30 a.m.      General Board 

May 16   9:15 a.m. Visiting Phoebes 

May 17   9:00 a.m. Altar Guild 

No Bible Study Leaders Meeting for May 

 

Hannah 
Morning Circles 
May 2 –  9:15 a.m. 

 Deborah ..... Lola Fodness  

May 2 -   9:30 a.m. 

  Mary……Margaret Seba 

  Naomi…Mary Lou Stolp 

  Rachel ….. Jane Nelson 

                       (At Church) 

  Sarah .......... (At Church) 

Afternoon Circles  
May 1 –   1:00 p.m. 

  Hannah ...... Alice Rahlfs 

May 8 – 1:00 p.m. 
 Martha……Dee Sadenwasser 

Evening Circle 

May 7 –  7:00 p.m.   
 Priscilla …...Robin Nelson (at Church) 

Piecemakers – 9:00 

a.m.  Luther Hall 
The Piecemakers meet 

every Thursday morning to make quilts for  

Lutheran World Relief and for local needs.  

Everyone is  invited to join them at 9:00 

a.m. in Luther Hall.  There are lots of tasks 

for people who don’t sew.  If  you would 

like to be part of  a wonderful fellowship, 

come on down!    

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED:   

MAY FRIENDSHIP DAY  

FRIDAY, MAY 4TH @ 9:30AM  

UNITED LUTHERAN 

100 COOPER ROAD, BELLA VISTA 
Speaker: James Herndon, counselor at Cooper Elementary School.  

Please join us for our annual May Friendship day!  May Friendship Day focuses on our 

gratitude for God’s presence in all things and especially as we respond to human needs. 

Childhood hunger is one of the most important needs at the present time,  and that is 

our focus in this program. 
 

We will collect items for children/families in need.  Items we are collecting include: 

healthy snacks, fruit cups,  cheese crackers, breakfast bars, tuna, soups, pasta/ rice 

packets, etc.   

 
Join us as Louise Wobig takes us on a fun-

filled, nostalgic look back at who we  are as 

women and as Women of United. We’ll elect 

new officers and honor our May 

birthdays. Everyone is welcome! 

Hostess: Deborah Circle 

            

               *Note the date correction!* 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

http://www.churchwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2018-MFD.jpg
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John tells us that after the resurrection, Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene and instructed her to 

“GO TO MY BROTHERS AND TELL THEM” (John 20:17)   In response, Mary Magdalene went to the 

disciples with the news:  “I HAVE SEEN THE LORD!” and she told them that He had 

said these things to her’’ (John 20:18)  Each year the Women of United honor a woman who 

best exemplifies this command to “Go and Tell.”  In addition to honoring her at one of our  

meetings, we also submit her name to the AR/OK Synodical Board, and at our fall 

convention one woman from each of our clusters is honored as the Cluster Mary Magdalene 

Award Winner.  There are many women at United who are deserving of this award.  If you have some 

one special you would like to nominate, please contact your circle leader or pick up a form from the 

Women’s section of the sign up counter, and get it to Jane Nelson by June 30.  Past winners of the award 

are Margaret Seba*, Dorothea Sherwood*,  Esther Eyberg*, Pearl Peterson, Betty Schaffer,  Helen 

Young, Jane Nelson, Louise Wobig*, Sandy Hansen, Peg Reimer, Pat Dobbe, Alice Rahlfs*,  Barbara 

Nelson, Toni Hippe*, Marlene Doran*, Ellen Gifford* Audrey Nugent*, LoGene Test*, Marilyn 

Cornwell*, Judy Kloss*, Dorothy Klitzke and Kay Anderson*.  Those with asterisks also received the 

conference/cluster award.  We hope you will fill out a form to honor a woman of United who serves our 

Lord by telling others about his great love. 

We have had another amazingly successful Bakeless Bakesale!   We have met our goal of 

$2480, and gifts are still coming in.  We are so grateful for your response to this project 

which helps fund all our gifts to eleven agencies  that serve those in need. We are especially 

grateful to the men of United who are so faithful in supporting this offering. The cake will 

stay out until May 1.   

Thank you, too, for your wonderful response to our Piecemakers’ Baskets of Promise drive 

during Lent.  In addition to your many gifts, we received a Thrivent© Community Action 

Grant that allowed us to purchase an additional $250 worth of supplies.  We have a total of 

107 bundles! So many people will benefit from these good actions! Thank you to Sarah 

Stephenson and all our great kids who sorted the supplies and wrapped up the bundles that 

will be shipped in the fall along with our quilts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

     “ALL  ANEW*   

….In Perfect Harmony”  

Resurrection Lutheran Church  

Yukon, OK 
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What an excellent, amazing, awesome,  
outstanding, inspiring day! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this one of the greatest Cluster Gatherings ever!  The food was 

amazing and the service was outstanding—thank you, Glenda Heist and Lisa Twitty, and your many 

helpers—including the gorgeous guys in sparkling white shirts who were our servers. Thank you, 

LoGene Test, who decorated 12 dozen dove cookies! The music was awesome: thank you, Margaret 

Seba—you always make everything work.  Thank you, Sarah Stephenson, for leading the singing and 

for joining Jim Nugent in a performance that wowed everyone—thanks, Jim, for sharing your talent.  

Thank you, Addy Lawson and Hannah Hoang—the audience LOVED you! And thanks to Amy Talbert 

for accompanying our girls.  It’s always good to have Amy back at United. Thank you to Sara Scott for 

telling us about Village house, and thanks to everyone who brought gifts, including Thrivent Financial 

who will help provide Village house staff with new shirts thanks to a 

Community Action Grant. Thank you to Jane Nelson and Theda Hall, our co-

presidents, and Carole Walford, our treasurer, who have been inspiring in their 

leadership and to Audrey Nugent, Loruss Grasmick and Ellen Gifford for their 

help with the offering.  Thank you, Louise Wobig, for preparing the gathering 

booklets and for handling the sound and projection. Thank you, Roz, for all the 

help you give us. Thank you, Kelsey Sojka, for being willing to represent our 

cluster on the Synod board next year. Thank you to Pastor Karen who always 

comes early, stays late, takes care of all the details, and who leads the most 

amazing devotions.  And thank you, thank you, thank you to our Bible study 

leader, Sarah Stephenson. Sarah, we love you!  You are one of God’s 

greatest gifts to United.  We are so proud to call you sister. Thank you to 

everyone who came, everyone who helped, and everyone who shared this 

great day with us!   
 

God is Good! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want to  know what’s happening, check a date or time, 

see pictures of events at United -  

Go to our website  www.unitedlutheranbv.org  

Or see us on Facebook— 

look for United Lutheran Church Bella Vista 

 

See What’s Happening... 

For information 

about  

Gather Magazine  

and to read 

samples of 

excellent articles  

           go to 
  

https://www.gathermagazine.org 

LoGene Test with 3 of 

the dozens of dove 

cookies she decorated.  

See more gathering pictures at 

www.unitedlutheranbv.org  
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Our ULC Musicians provided some AWESOME music for the two Easter services on April 1st starting with  

Betty Wehner's trumpet solo, “The Holy City” for the prelude.  Then, Jeff Peleaux and Betty Wehner played 

their trumpets along with Margaret Seba playing the pipe organ for all the Easter hymns in the two worship 

services!  The ULC Choir sang the lively anthem, “Gloria, Hallelujah, and Amen” accompanied by Virginia 

Dale on the piano, Janet Davis on the banjo, and Jim Davis on the guitar!  Our THANKS to ALL OF YOU 

for your contributions to both Easter worship services!!   
 

Our Choir Members spent many hours preparing the Cantata, “The Alleluia Tree”, which they sang during the 

worship service on April 8th.  Janet Troutner assisted by playing her flute with the choir during the final song.  

The narrators, Arlene Nordeen and Bob McNew, Janet Troutner, all the choir members and accompanist,  

Virginia Dale, gave up their Saturday morning for a special “dress rehearsal” prior to the Sunday morning 

worship service.  Behind the scenes prior to and during the Sunday Worship Service were: Jerry Shaw (screen 

technician), Barry Mann (sound technician), Rosalyn Harris (office secretary), Jeff Peleaux (lighting techni-

cian) and others.  A “HEARTY THANK YOU” to each of you for assisting in bringing this special message 

in song to All of us!!! 
 

A note of THANKS to Barry Mann for all he does each time the Blue Grass Gospel Band plays for our wor-

ship service.  The BGGB is the only music group at ULC that has a Saturday night rehearsal for the express 

purpose of rehearsing with multiple microphones and monitors, as well as fine tuning the sound board so the 

sound of the group coming over the speakers in the sanctuary is adjusted properly prior to the Sunday      

morning Worship Service. We appreciate your professional expertise and service!   
 

THANKS, Blue Grass Gospel Band (BGGB), for playing and singing for our April 29th worship service!  

WOW!!  What an enthusiastic group of singers and instrumentalists!  They make worship FUN as well as 

MEANINGFUL!!! Keep your eyes on this group of musicians!  They are always coming up with new ideas!!  

Sunday, July 29, they will be back!!  This will be a GREAT SUNDAY to BRING YOUR NEIGHBORS 

AND FRIENDS!! 
 

Sunday, May 13th, is Mother's Day!  We are looking forward to all the men in the congregation singing a 

hymn to all the ladies following the sermon that Sunday!   
 

Pentecost is Sunday, May 20th.  Be sure to wear RED for this important worship service in our church year.   
 

May 27th we will honor all Veterans attending church this Sunday since it is Memorial Day weekend.  This 

will be our Patriotic Sunday instead of the Sunday closest to July 4th.  We encourage you to wear red, white 

and blue in honor of all Veterans who both served and/or died in service to our country so that we might all 

live in a FREE COUNTRY and worship GOD!  Our Orchestra will be playing for the complete Worship   

Service this Sunday.  One of the choir anthems will be accompanied by the Orchestra.  This will be the last 

Sunday the ULC Choir will sing until September.  Special music by our members as well as guests will be 

provided each Sunday in June, July and August.  Please contact Lois Carlson to reserve your spot on the 

schedule if  you would like to perform.   

 

Orchestra will meet each Wednesday at 5:45 PM through the summer months.  We will have some “time off” 

periodically, but those times will be announced later. 

 

 

- Lois Carlson, ULC Music Director 
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BLAST OFF FOR BOOKS! 
  

The ELCA Youth Gathering will be collecting 

books for students in Pre-K through 6th grade. 

 

 

  

The Gathering has recognized the need to lift up literacy in Houston. Building a foundation 

of literacy starts before entering Kindergarten. Students who read at home become strong 

writers, critical thinkers, and more successful students than those who do not. Houston    

Independent School District estimates that 74% of the students in the district come from 

families who struggle to provide books for their children. This means the students begin 

each school year at a disadvantage.  
 

In joining the Gathering’s Blast Off for Books campaign, you will help ensure bright futures 

for Houston’s students. The books you donate will be distributed at community book fairs, 

camps and other events around the city as part of the Gathering’s Service Learning experi-

ence. By putting books in the hands of Houston’s economically disadvantaged students, you 

can help change lives. 

  

Help us collect 100,000 books for the children of Houston. 

 

The ELCA Youth Gathering book list includes the following titles.   

Feel free to purchase a new or gently used book and bring to the church office  

or drop off a donation and tell us which book you would like to sponsor! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Matilda 

By Ronald Dahl 

$8.75 

One Crazy Summer 

By Rita Williams-Garcia 

$8.00 

The Lions of Little Rock 

By Kristin Levine 

$8.75 

Martina the Beautiful Cockroach 

A Cuban Folktale 

By Carmen Agra Deedy 

$9.25 

Mercy Watson  

Boxed Set 

By Kate DiCamillo 

$21 
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It can be hard to know what to say to a friend who is suffering.  

Here are a couple of ideas for getting a conversation started and keeping it going. 

 

 Say, “Fill me in on what’s been happening.” 

We don’t always know all that is going on a friend’s life.   

We may know that they are ill or that they are having trouble in their marriage.   

But, we may not know that they are trying to take care of aging parents or adult children.   

There is always more to the story. 

 

 Be comfortable with the silence. 

Sometimes the best thing we can do is just be present.   

Enjoy a hike, drink a cup of coffee, watch a movie…together.   

No conversation required. 

 

Keep the focus on their feelings, not yours. 

This may be the hardest tip of all, because it is our natural inclination to “fix”.   

But there are times when we just need to keep our opinions and helpful tips to ourselves… 

to let our friends come to their own conclusions. 

 

 Listen, listen, and listen some more. 

There are times when our friends just need to tell us their stories… 

to share every joyous and devastating detail.   

This is a great opportunity for them to put their feelings into words.   

It is our job as a good friends to listen and listen some more. 

 

Being a good friend doesn’t mean you always have all the right words to say.  Sometimes it means you 

just know when to be a good listener.  -Katrina Mayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

MAY MEETING: 
 

 05/14 @   3:30PM 
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How much water are you drinking?  
Are you drinking enough water? 

 

H2O  is two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen.  Water is the most essential element next to air.  Studies 

have  produced varying recommendations of how much we need to drink depending on factors like: health, 

your activity, and where you live. Certain  medical conditions require fluid restrictions that need to be fol-

lowed according to your doctor.  

 

Water is your body’s principal chemical component and makes up about 60 percent of your body weight.   

Water helps carry oxygen, hormones, and other nutrients to your cells.  Water:  gets rid of wastes through   

urination, perspiration, bowel movements, Water helps in  temperature control, saliva, metabolism, lubricates 

and cushions joints, and protects sensitive tissues.  Water is important for healthy skin, hair, and  nails. 

 

Lack of water can lead to dehydration - a condition that occurs when you do not have enough water in your 

body to carry out normal functions. Symptoms are: dry mouth, fatigue, increased thirst, dry skin, headache, 

short term memory loss, constipation, and dizziness.  Severe dehydration can lead to sunken eyes, lack of 

sweating, little urination, shriveled skin, low blood pressure, increased heart beat and very dry mouth. 

 

A lot of advice say drink 8-10 glasses of water a day.  Other guidelines say ounces should be half your body 

weight.  The exact amount of water you drink should depend on your age, health, weight, and activity.  There 

are calculations to figure out the correct amount of water if you want to  figure the ounces out.  

 

 

There are 3 important rules when it comes to drinking water. 

  1. Drink twice as much as much as it takes to quench your thirst. 

  2. Drink frequently throughout the day to prevent dehydration. 

  3. Drink at least eight glasses daily, or one cup for every 20 pounds of body weight.     

 

 

 

Other fluids can help you stay hydrated. Some examples are milk, juices, sport drinks, coffee, tea, Popsicles, 

smoothies, soups, yogurt.  Fruits are also  an excellent source of water. Watermelon is 90% water, oranges, 

grapefruits, melons (cantaloupe-honeydew). Vegetables like celery, cucumbers, green pepper and Romaine 

lettuce.  

 

Best time to drink water.  2 glasses of water after waking up, helps regulate your internal organs. 1 glass of 

water 30 minutes before a meal helps digestion. 1 glass of water before bedtime  can help prevent leg cramps. 

 

Staying hydrated with water can help suppress your appetite.  Water also helps you maintain normal bowel 

function.  When you don’t drink enough water, your body pulls water from your colon, which can cause hard 

stools and constipation. Drinking adequate amounts of water keeps your digestive tract lubricated.  Stay 

healthy and drink your water.  
 

Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you,  even as your soul is 

getting along well. John 1:2 

 

God’s Blessing for your health.   

Your Parish Nurses-Charlotte Spencer & Tonja Seusy 
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UNITED IN PRAYER - Mondays @ 2:45PM 
Gracious Lord Jesus.  You came into the world as one of us and you suffered as we do.  Be with all on our 

prayer list and their loved ones in these days of special needs.   Help them to see that YOU are with them in 

all things.  Strengthen, heal, bless, and fortify their faith against fear and doubt in Your loving purpose for 

them.  We give You thanks on their behalf and ask that You and ask that You would also keep them in  our 

hearts and all of us in Your power, until we are freed from all that afflicts us.  In Your name we pray. Amen. 

 

Lucile Aasmundstad 

Jason Carlson 

Marg Christenson 

Roger Costa 

Virg & Dar Dykema 

Helen Eidem 

Betty Erion 

Gerry & Lorraine Herman 

George Hildre 

Duane & Connie Kuske 

Red & Bonnie Larson 

Ken Lawson 

Sally Leffler 

 

 

Members in Need of Prayer 

Dan Lovaas 

Sue Mann 

Al & Maxine McClain 

Jim & Alice Medin  

Al Schmidt’s Family & Friends 

JoAnn Shaver 

Mike Spencer 

Joyce Strunk 

Ben Walford 

Marge Wolf 

Family & Friends  

in Need of Prayer 

Rick Benson 

Thomas Boehm 

Nat Bothwell 

Anika Cutts 

Hannah Dykema 

Marilyn Garner 

Mary Goforth 

Kendall Johnson 

Lorraine Johnson 

Betty Kline 

Cindy Lund 

Mike Lynch 

Myrna Olson 

Phillip Phillips 

Rachel Sparks 

ULC Staff 

     

Members in Care Centers 
 

Highlands – Russ Salomo, Joe & Bea Ranieri, Cleo Sundal         

Green Acres (Holiday Island) – John Norris 

Concordia – Dot Fritz 

Local Churches & Area ELCA Churches 

Peace in Joplin                      Christ the King 

Neighborhood                       Peace in Rogers 

Good Shepherd                     St. Luke’s 

Faith                                      Emmanuel 

Living Word - Pr. Solberg    Bishop & Staff 

If you are aware of  

someone who should 

be added to or removed 

from the Prayer List, 

please call  

the church office at  

479-855-1325. 

Pray for: the world & our country, our 

church, Pastor Karen & Jeremy, church 

council, staff, music, children’s ministry, 

members, the Phoebes and shut-ins,  

Stephen Ministers & care receivers,  

friends & family members. 
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Thank you Jeff Peleaux and Betty Wehner for playing your trumpets for the processional hymn on Palm 

Sunday and for playing again on Easter Sunday for all of the hymns during our worship service.  Also, 

thanks to Betty Wehner, for your trumpet solo, “The Holy City” which was the prelude for both Easter 

worship services. - Lois Carlson  

We are still getting settled in our new home.  Everything arrived in great shape and we are having fun 

opening all the boxes.  We love our new home and everything is going well.  Please stay in touch.   

Love to all - Dick & Sandy O’Neil 

I would like to THANK the ULC Adult Choir, Virginia Dale, Janet Troutner, Arlene Nordeen and Bob 

McNew, Jerry Shaw, Barry Mann, Rosalyn Harris, Jeff Peleaux and anyone else who assisted in any way 

prior to and following the Choir presentation of "The Alleluia Tree" during last week’s service.  It takes 

commitment, extra rehearsals, dedication, and extra effort to perform a production such as this  to bring 

the EASTER Message to all through music.  We hope EVERYONE here last Sunday  

received this meaningful message and left the worship service with renewed hope singing,  

"ALLELUIA!  CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA!!   

-  Lois Carlson 

Thank you to all those that signed up to sponsor an Easter lily for our church this year.  Fred & Robin   

Nelson, Roger & Arlene Nordeen, Nancy & Miss Mollie Gross, Harold Crivello, Lorraine Miller, Steve & 

Tina Evans, Roger & Anne Costa, Mike & Tonja Seusy, Susannah Hoang, Jake & Loruss Grasmick, Clare 

Ann Stubbs, & Louise DeGroot - we greatly appreciate each one of you.  Don’t forget to pick up your lily 

after the 10:30am service.  - Altar Guild Committee 

THANK YOU to those that delivered approximately 525 hot meals (that’s 21 days worth), plus a total of 

132 frozen meals on Thursdays. That adds up to a whopping total of 657 meals during the month of 

April!  We could not have done this without the help of our committed drivers and deliverers: the 

Wobig’s, Krumrey’s, Christenson’s, Buechler’s, Spencer’s, Maki’s, Cornwell’s, Heist’s, Taylor’s, Mul-

ler’s, Armiger’s, Lawson’s, Nelson’s, Nugent’s,  Seusy’s, Basset’s, Louise DeGroot, Al Hvidsten, Robin 

Nelson, Beth Pautsch, Theda Hall, Mary Beth Estes, Stevie Lamar, Doris Horning and Pastor Karen.   

- Marlene Doran & Theda Hall  

I personally want to THANK three members of the Highland Winds, Jean Kittelson, Char Sorenson, and 

Marlin Thurston, for playing during the April 27th " Art 'N Luther" event.  Your music was            

BEAUTIFUL, and everyone enjoyed all the selections you played as they were painting!  THANK YOU 

for sharing your talents with us! 

                                                             - Lois Carlson 
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BIRTHDAYS 
5/3 -   Kaye Reishus 

5/4 -   Shirley Schmidt  

5/5 -   Carl Rumsey 

5/5 -   Tonja Seusy  

5/5 -   Otto Troutner 

5/11 - Ida Lindell 

5/11 - Dick Pudas 

5/12 - Marilyn Cornwell 

5/12 - Binh Hoang 

5/13 - Theda Hall  

5/13 - Gregory Wuhs  

5/14 - Cynthia Behlendorf  

5/15 - Joyce Hansen  

5/15 - Joyce Whittlesey   

5/17 - Lance Twitty   

5/19 - Gary Parker   

5/21 - Kari Peleaux  

5/22 - Jan Hopfner 

5/24 - Garey Olson   

5/24 - Janelle Redlaczyk 

5/27 - Dean Fodness  

5/28 - Lyndell Brogren  

5/28 - Donna Hartman  

May 

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know. Thank you! 

ANNIVERSARIES 
5/2 -   Gene & Claudia Kimmel  

5/5 -   Buck & Connie Kreager  

5/5 -   John & Ginny Swinney  

5/14 - James & Alice Medin, Jr.  

5/15 - Jim & Vivian Bowser  

5/17 - Chuck & Lindsey Lawson  

5/24 - Gary & Susan Parker  

5/25 - Roger & Anne Costa  

5/25 - Gene & Jan Dolan  

5/26 - John & Jan Hopfner  

5/26 - Joe & Bea Ranieri  

5/28 - Darrel & Barbara Johnson 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16TH 
Visiting Phoebes 

9:15am 

THURSDAY, MAY 10TH 
Church Council Meeting 

6:00pm 

SATURDAY, MAY 5TH 
United Singles: Lunch at Haven 55 

11:00am 
We will meet at the church at 10:30am on Saturday to 

carpool.  Please let Carl Rumsey (479-876-6304)  

know if you will be in attendance  

no later than noon on Friday, May 4th.   

FRIDAY, MAY 11TH 
Family Art Night 

6:00pm 

EVERY MONDAY 
United in Prayer 

2:45pm  

FRIDAY, MAY 4TH 
Church Women United: Friendship Day 

9:30am 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Piecemakers 

9:00AM 

SUNDAY, MAY 20TH 
Pentecost Sunday 

(Remember to wear red) 

TUESDAY, MAY 15TH 
Book Club w/Pastor Karen 

6:30pm 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9TH 
W-ELCA Board Meeting 

9:30am 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9TH & 23RD 
Bible Study 
8:00am 

MONDAY, MAY 21ST 
W-ELCA Gathering 

6:30pm 

THURSDAY, MAY 17TH 
Movie Night: The Blind Side 

6:30pm 

SUNDAY, MAY 20TH 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

(Immediately following worship service) 

MONDAY, MAY 14TH 
Breakfast Club 

8:00am 
Guest Speaker: Robert McAfee, Climatologist  

Devotion: Dick Muller 
 

Bring May Flowers!  Bring a bouquet of flowers 

from their garden or from the roadside for display 

at the meeting.   

SUNDAY, MAY 6TH 
Blood Pressure Sunday 

8:45-9:15am & 10:45-11:15am  
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MAY MOVIE NIGHT  
Thursday, May 17th, 6:30pm 

 

THE BLIND SIDE 
 

Based on the extraordinary true story: 

Michael Oher (Quinton Aaron), a homeless black teen, has drifted 

in and out of the school system for years. Then Leigh Anne Tuohy (Sandra 

Bullock) and her husband, Sean (Tim McGraw), take him in. The Tuohys 

eventually become Michael's legal guardians, transforming both his life 

and theirs. Michael's tremendous size and protective instincts make him a 

formidable force on the gridiron, and with help from his new family and 

devoted tutor, he realizes his potential as a student and football player. 

 

 

*popcorn provided* 

 

 

AVAILABLE NOW FOR PRE-ORDER! 
 

 

We have new ULC t-shirts  

available for purchase.   
 

All proceeds go  

to supporting ULC youth.   
 

T-shirts are $13.00  

and must be pre-paid.   
 

 

Sizes available:  

Youth S-L 

 Adult S-3XL.   

 
 

Orders must be in  

by noon on May 13th.   
 

Order forms are in the narthex.   

 

                                                                                 Thank you! 
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ULC Youth Service Project 
Friday, May 11th @ ULC 

6:00-7:00pm 
________________________________________ 

 

VBS 2018! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 16-20 
5:30pm-8:30pm 
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June 11-16 
 

We will be joining together as a Church family to support several area non-profits 

the second week of June. 

 

June 11th- Bella Vista Library 

June 12th-  Tri Cycle Farms 

June 13th- Village House 

June 14th- Piece Makers 

June 15th-The Berry Farm 

June 16th- H2O Food Pantry 

 

Pick a day, pick a friend and join us for a good time! 

 

Service Sign Up sheets will be available later in May. 

Please see Sarah Stephenson for more details. 
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VOLUNTEER NEEDED: ROADSIDE PICK UP 
 

The Breakfast Club has sponsored roadside pick-up three times a year for many years. We 

currently have a signed contract with the state of Arkansas to police two miles of AR-279 

from the Missouri border into Bella Vista.  12 people are about the right size crew and require 

about 2 hours to complete the roadside pick up.   

 

When Gordy Dobbs moved up north, he asked me if I would take over; and I’ve done it since 

that time. Unfortunately, my legs won’t permit me to do this anymore, but it would be a 

shame for United Lutheran Church to not continue this community service.  Will someone 

please consider taking up this responsibility?  I would love to talk to you if you’re interested.  

Please give me a call at 479-855-7639. 
 

Thank you and God bless, 

Bud Taylor  
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THANKS TO ULC for bringing in 6,000 Best Choice labels in 2017.  We received $210.00 

which we used through J.C. Penney; we purchased three Pack n’ Play beds and three twin   

mattress pads for the New Beginning Children’s Homes in Centerton, AR.  They now have 5  

homes built and are done building homes.  Each home has two paid parents and can have nine 

children in the home.  They also have a building with helpers who can take care of the little 

ones who aren’t in school yet, so the parents in the homes can have a little break during the 

day!  This is an amazing program and our support is still needed.  Please continue to bring in 

your Best Choice Labels so that we can continue to provide New Beginning Children’s 

Homes with more blessings! 

Thank you, 

Dee Sadenwasser 



 20 

 

BOOK STUDIES with PASTOR KAREN 
 
 

May Book Study:  
 

Everything Happens for a Reason:  
And Other Lies I've Loved 

TUESDAY, MAY 15TH @ 6:30PM 
  

“[Bowler] delivers raw emotion, realistic description, and candid assessments. ... An    

inspiring story of finding faith - in God, in family, and in oneself- while walking close to 

the Valley of the Shadow of Death.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Book:   
 

LAMB 
Christopher Moore 

 
The birth of Jesus has been well chronicled, as have his glorious teachings, acts, and 

divine sacrifice after his thirtieth birthday. But no one knows about the early life of the 

Son of God, the missing years -- except Biff, the Messiah's best bud, who has been    

resurrected to tell the story in the divinely hilarious yet heartfelt work. 

 

Verily, the story Biff has to tell is a miraculous one, filled with remarkable journeys, 

magic, healings, kung fu, corpse reanimations, demons, and hot babes. Even the consid-

erable wiles and devotion of the Savior's pal may not be enough to divert Joshua from 

his tragic destiny. But there's no one who loves Josh more -- except maybe "Maggie," 

Mary of Magdala -- and Biff isn't about to let his extraordinary pal suffer and ascend 

without a fight. 
 

 
 

  
 

Book Club will take a break during June & July 
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Prayer Corner 
Have you ever wondered why there is so much evil in the world? Isn’t God in charge?  Why do 

we pray ’thy kingdom come’ if God is in charge already? Because Satan is ever present in our 

world.  In Luke 4:6-7, Satan tells Jesus, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has 

been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  If you worship me, it will all be 

yours.”  In Luke 4:8, Jesus replies, “It is written: Worship the Lord your God and serve 

him only.”  

 

We have a choice to make in whom we choose to follow.  While we know that God is in 

charge, Satan hopes we don’t know that or feel that.  But we must remember, as it says in John 

12:31: ‘...the time for judging the world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be 

cast out.” 

 

Jesus does not dispute Satan’s presence in the world; it is our duty as believers to cast Satan 

out of our lives. 

Submitted by - Ruth Dronen* 
*edited by: Rosalyn Harris 
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Blessing of Mothers 
Gracious God, 

in love you have given us the gift of mothers. 

Grant to each of them your power and grace. 

Strengthen them in their mothering 

with tenderness and understanding, 

with compassion and joy. 

Endow them with wisdom and knowledge 

so that they might teach their children 

how to live and how to love; 

how to seek and pursue that which is right and true; 

how to turn away from all that is hurtful and wrong. 

Deepen their own faith 

so that they might instill in their children  

a love for you 

that will sustain and keep them their whole life long. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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For Those That Have Given Their Lives 
Eternal God,  

we give thanks for all those who have shown the greatest love  

by laying down their lives for others.  

We especially thank you for those  

in our military throughout history who have sacrificed their lives  

for their fellow citizens and for us who came after.  

As we remember their service,  

keep us mindful of all those for whom this day is a burden,  

and send your spirit of comfort to them.  

Be present with all the women and men  

who are serving in the military today.  

[Though they are at war] let them live for the peace  

known only from you.  

Help us to be worthy of their legacy,  

and keep us mindful of their service,  

that in all things we may live our lives in praise 

and thanksgiving to you;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
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CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH!! 
A fresh look at Pentecost 

 

 

Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, on a day called Pentecost, the Christian church was born.        

Because Pentecost was a holiday celebrating the harvest (a bit like our Thanksgiving), the apostles 

and a large crowd had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem. Many people had assembled near Peter 

and the other followers of Christ when “From heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind … ” (Acts 2:2 ff, NRSV). Then tongues of fire descended on everyone in the crowd. 

 

After the wind and fire descended, all sorts of languages, known and unknown, came out of the 

crowd. Each person spoke “about God’s deeds of power” (vs 11). No wonder Luke wrote, “All were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’” (vs 12). The whole event 

was life-changing. The Holy Spirit had come upon many people; they knew God was powerfully at 

work in their midst. 

 

On Pentecost many years ago, some 3,000 people came to believe in Christ. That’s why today   

Christians remember this powerful event as the birthday of the church. Pentecost occurs on May 

20th this year. 

 

 

... Remember we wear red, in celebration of the Spirit’s work 
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UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SAVE THE DATE:  May 20

th
 immediately following the Sunday service. 

 

 

Our May congregational meeting is fast approaching! 

 

The meeting will be on May 20th immediately following the Sunday service.   

Immediately following the meeting, we will have lunch.   

There is a sign-up sheet on the sign up table in the narthex for lunch reservations. 

 

Voting members are confirmed members who have communed in this congregation and 

shall have made a contribution of record to this congregation during the current  

or preceding calendar year.    Members of this congregation who have satisfied these 

basic standards shall have the privilege of voice and vote at every  

regular and special meeting of the congregation.   

One hundred (100) voting members shall constitute a quorum.   
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May 2018 

May  1 - Tuesday   9:00AM - Worship & Music Committee Meeting 

   1:00PM - Hannah Circle   

   6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

May  2 -  Wednesday   9:15AM -  Deborah Circle 

  9:30AM -  Circles: Mary, Naomi, Rachel, Sarah 

  5:45PM  -  Orchestra Rehearsal 

  7:00PM  -  Choir Rehearsal 

May  3 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15 PM - Chancel Bells 

May  4 - Friday   9:00AM - Church Women United: Friendship Day at ULC   

May 5 - Saturday 11:00AM - United Singles: Lunch at Haven 55 

May  6 - Sunday 6th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

BLOOD PRESSURE SUNDAY 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion  

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

  3:00PM - Goshen Shepherd Group: Ice Cream Social & Games 

May 7 - Monday   1:00PM - Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM - United in Prayer 

  6:30PM - Priscilla Circle 

May 8 - Tuesday 1:00PM - Hannah Circle   

6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

May 9 - Wednesday    8:00AM - Bible Study 

  9:15AM - Bread for the World 

  9:30AM - W-ELCA Board Meeting 

  5:45 PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

  7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal 

May 10 - Thursday  The Ascension of our Lord   

  9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15 PM - Chancel Bells 

  6:00 PM - Council Meeting 

May 11 - Friday   6:00 PM - Family Art Night 

May 13 - Sunday 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MOTHER’S DAY 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

May 14 - Monday   8:00AM - Breakfast Club 

  1:00PM - Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM -  United in Prayer 

  3:30PM - Stephen Ministries   
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May 15 - Tuesday   6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

May 16 - Wednesday   9:00AM - Altar Guild Meeting 

  9:15AM - Visiting Phoebes   

  5:45PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

  7:00PM  - Choir Rehearsal 

May 17 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15PM - Chancel Bells Rehearsal 

  6:30PM - Movie Night  

May 20 - Sunday PENTECOST SUNDAY: WEAR RED TO WORSHIP SERVICE 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion 

10:45AM - Annual Congregation Meeting*  

                   (*immediately followed by lunch) 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

May 21 - Monday   1:00PM - Staff Meeting 

  2:45PM - United in Prayer 

  6:30PM - W-ELCA Gathering: Are You My Mother? 

May 22 - Tuesday   6:30PM - Book Club 

  6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

May 23 - Wednesday   8:00AM - Bible Study 

  5:45PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

  7:00PM - Choir Rehearsal 

May 24 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15PM - Chancel Bells 

May 27 - Sunday HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 

PATRIOTIC SUNDAY 

  9:30AM - Worship & Communion 

10:45AM - Adult Christian Education 

10:45AM - Youth Sunday School 

May 28 - Monday STAFF OUT OF OFFICE IN OBSERVANCE OF MEMORIAL DAY 

May 29 - Tuesday   6:30PM - Blue Grass Gospel Band Practice 

May 30 - Wednesday   5:45PM - Orchestra Rehearsal 

  7:00PM - Choir Rehearsal 

May 31 - Thursday   9:00AM - Piecemakers 

  3:15PM - Chancel Bells 

Shop Amazon? Don’t forget to smile. 
Amazon. com has set up a way to send a percentage of their sales 

to charity. I set my charity as United Lutheran Church, Bella Vista, 

AR. It’s not a large amount, but every bit helps and I hope that 

more people will do the same. Here’s how to do it: Instead of just 

going to amazon.com, go to the Amazon site of http://

smile.amazon.com - Here you choose United. You can still use 

the app or your cart on amazon as usual. But, whenever you want 

to check out go through the smile.amazon.com site. Your cart is the 

same, your payments are the same, everything is the same, but they 

will send a little bit of money to United in support of our youth.  
 

If you have any questions, let me know.   

Thanks! - Jeremy Fowler-Lindemulder 


