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Sunday, October 17, 2021 

21st Sunday after Pentecost, Year B 
 

Introduction 
Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, leading to Jesus teaching his 

followers about God’s take on importance and power. Here Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of values in 

God’s community is a direct challenge to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over others 

is what makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and 

oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame transformed to be the sign of great 

honor and service. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  
This is the day the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is 

endless.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter, like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We 

turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free 

us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
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All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you 

righteous.  Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

OPENING SONG  ELW #859 vs. 1,4  Ye Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the God of creation! 

 My heart is longing to offer up sweet adoration. 

 Melody make; dulcimer, harp, now awake.  

Sound forth your praise, ev'ry nation. 
 

4 Praise the Almighty! In wonder my spirit is soaring! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises outpouring. 

Let the amen sound from God's people again, 

gladly forever adoring. 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. composite 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE TFF #132  Step by Step 
 

O God, you are my God,  

and I will ever praise you. (repeat 1x) 

I will seek you in the morning, 

and I will learn to walk in your ways, 

and step by step you’ll lead me, 

and I will follow you all of my days, (repeat 2x) 

and step by step you’ll lead me, 

and I will follow you all of my days. 
 Text: Beaker 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God,  

you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape us into willing servants of your 

kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

 

WORD 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  
 

Reading: Hebrews 5:1-10 
Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented as the great high priest 

who was obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering and death he has become the source of eternal 

salvation. 
 

1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf, to 

offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is 

subject to weakness; 3and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the 

people. 4And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 
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  5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to 

him,  

 “You are my Son, 

  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  

 “You are a priest forever, 

  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who 

was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, 

he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 

salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek. 
 

 Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God.   
  

(Please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Alleluia  
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 

Gospel: Mark 10: 35-45 
On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. Jesus responds by announcing 

that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving service. 
 

35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for 

us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to 

him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You 

do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism 

that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will 

drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at 

my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 

  41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called them and said to 

them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their 

great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 

must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ.  

(Please be seated) 

Music: Jesus Loves Me – ELW #595 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

Music: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying – ELW #752 

 

SERMON   
 

SONG OF THE DAY ELW #580 vs. 1, 4 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

1 How clear is our vocation, Lord,  

when once we heed your call 

to live according to your word 

and daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
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that you are Lord of all,  

and will not let us fall. 
 

4 In what you give us, Lord, to do,  

together or alone, 

in old routines or ventures new, 

may we not cease to look to you,  

the cross you hung upon, 

all you endeavored done. 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
  

(Please stand as you are able) 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all who carry on the servant ministry 

of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit upon all who are discerning calls to ministry in its many forms 

and equip them with your gifts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your creatures, we praise you. Provide 

healing for the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, wild horses, dolphins, and all living things flourish as you 

intend. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a servant’s heart, we praise you. Bring 

justice for all who suffer violence, persecution, discrimination, hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create 

places of refuge for all people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we praise you. Surround and 

comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, cancer, diabetes, dementia, or any illness, that all may be 

healed. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we praise you. Strengthen and 

encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers, bakers, counters, committee and group leaders, teachers, students, 

evangelists, singers, builders, nurturers, and all who serve with generous hearts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate  

their lives and birth this week: 
 

10/17 – Lorraine Herman 

10/19 – Jan Lohrding 

10/20 – Mark Maki 

10/21 – BJ Horn 

10/21 - Charlotte Spencer 

10/22 – Fred Nelson 

10/23 – Louise Wobig 

enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Save us from ourselves, from racism in all its hidden forms, from hollow words without actions, forgive us, 

renew us, call us to action. Lord, in your mercy, 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for doctors, nurses, 

technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures. Lord, in your mercy, 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, 

that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable. Lord, in your mercy, 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For all those who are dealing with the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world: those who are infected, those 

caring for them, those trying to mitigate and manage the epidemic. Thankful for the vaccine, we ask your help 

in its distribution and continued production throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your gospel. Through the witness 

of your saints, continue to inspire us with hope until we all are gathered at your eternal feast. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth 

and life. 

(Please be seated) 

OFFERING 
The Worship/Communion Registration Card may be placed in the offering plate as it is passed. 

Thank you for your support of our ministry.  

(Please stand as you are able) 

OFFERTORY ELW #186 Create In Me a Clean Heart 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

and renew a right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from your presence,  

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  
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Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 Text: Lutheran Book of Worship 

 

MEAL 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Words of Institution 
Grace at the table: The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 

(Please stand as you are able) 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW #207 Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 
Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice 

and bear the name of Christ. 

Send us with your promises 

and lead your people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
  Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980 

 

SENDING 
(Please be seated) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you and keep you,  

may the Lord smile upon you and be gracious to you, 

may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. + Amen.  

 

SENDING SONG ELW #538 The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 
 The Lord now sends us forth  

with hands to serve and give, 

 to make of all the earth  

a better place to live.  Repeat 
 

 The angels are not sent  

into our world of pain 
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 to do what we were meant  

to do in Jesus' name; 

 that falls to you and me  

and all who are made free. 

 Help us, O Lord, we pray,  

to do your will today.  Repeat 
Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 

English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, died around 115 

Sunday, October 17, 2021 

Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria, the city where the name "Christians" originated. Ignatius is 

known to us from his letters, which encouraged Christians to live in love, yet stand firm in true doctrine. 
 

Luke, Evangelist 

Monday, October 18, 2021 

Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the events of Jesus' life in their social 

and religious contexts. His gospel gives us some of the most beloved parables, as well as the songs of 

Zechariah, Mary, the angels, and Simeon. 
 

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 

Saturday, October 23, 2021 

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New Testament and by a historian 

of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of 

the church in Jerusalem. 

 
Image: Mosaic detail found in Kykko Monastery, Troodos, Cyprus. Copyright © Eye Ubiquitous/Superstock. Used by permission. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS007374. Music used by permission. CCLI #10006394, One License # A-714701. 

 

ADDITIONAL READINGS FOR THE DAY 
Isaiah 53:4-12 

Psalm 91:9-16 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR 
October 24th, 2021 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 31:7-9 

The Lord gathers the remnant of Israel 

Psalm 126 

Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5) 

Hebrews 7:23-28 

Christ the merciful high priest. 

Mark 10:46-52 

Christ healing the blind man Bartimaeus 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-8-15/2221
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-8-15/2221

