Sunday, January 9, 2022
Baptism of Our Lord
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children, the gift of
the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers
. . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus,
in bread and wine.

GATHERING
WELCOME
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness will not overcome it.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
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we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our faces away
from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it made us
confront ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our
repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation. Amen.
Rejoice in this good news: In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God,
you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all
who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of
God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Reading: Acts 8:14-17
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized after
hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and
John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the
Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter
and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
14

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the
Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only
by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
15

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
GOSPEL MESSAGE
Forever and Ever
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Many of us were baptized as infants, so our only “memories” of that day consist of photos and stories told to us
by those who love us. Some of us have come from other traditions and were old enough when baptized that we
can remember the event ourselves. And still others came to baptism as adults, making the decision to embrace
the Christian faith after learning a bit about it.
Regardless of when we were baptized, we are to live each day in the joy and gratitude of the newly baptized.
Martin Luther urges us to live into the promise of baptism in ordinary, mundane acts: “When you wash your
face, remember your baptism.” We are encouraged to “walk wet,” to not let our Christian identity become
something we take for granted.
In baptism we are claimed, forever promised inclusion and welcome. Never again must we feel lonely, isolated,
or left out; God has called us each by name and claimed us as God’s own (Isaiah 43:1). To emphasize the
eternal strength of this claim, God makes the same claim for God’s own Son: “Now when all the people were
baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased’” (Luke 3:21-22).
You are mine forever, and I am proud of you—what more do we need to hear? Luther’s advice is timelessly
good: each morning, when we remember what it means to be baptized, we face the day knowing that we are
loved and wanted.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and
all that God has made.
A brief silence.
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By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good news of Jesus. Inspire
your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from
destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect vulnerable people in their
care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will not be cut off from you
by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly baptized and those who are
preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate
their lives and birth this week:
01/11 – Melissa Seusy
01/12 – Carrol Hildre
01/13 – Robbie Hubbard
01/13 – Lorraine Miller
01/14 – Marlene Doran
01/14 – Chuck Seeley
enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Save us from ourselves, from racism in all its hidden forms, from hollow words without actions, forgive us,
renew us, call us to action. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for doctors, nurses,
technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments,
that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For all those who are dealing with the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world: those who are infected, those
caring for them, those trying to mitigate and manage the epidemic. Thankful for the vaccine, we ask your help
in its distribution and continued production throughout the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have called by name into your
eternal embrace especially Lorena Kilgore. Comfort us in grief and release us from fear. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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OFFERING
Thank you for your support of our ministry.

BLESSING
May the Lord bless you and keep you,
may the Lord smile upon you and be gracious to you,
may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. + Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

ADDITIONAL READINGS FOR THE DAY
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR
January 16, 2022 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5
As bridegroom and bride rejoice, so shall God rejoice over you
Psalm 36: 5-10
We feast upon the abundance of your house, O LORD. (Ps. 36:8)
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
There are a variety of gifts but the same Spirit
John 2:1-11
The wedding at Cana

Upcoming Commemorations
Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710
Sunday, January 9, 2022
African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, in developing the
church in England. He was director of a school at which church leaders were trained.
Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968
Saturday, January 15, 2022
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent preacher, a leader of the
nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this
date, he was assassinated on April 4, 1968.
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