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Sunday, January 10, 2020 

Baptism of our Lord, Year B 
 

Introduction 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved 

over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s 

movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon 

Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to 

re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 
 

WELCOME  
The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured 

out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess 

that our hearts are burdened by sin — our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not 

like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are 

on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed 

away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s 
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forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the 

Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen. 
 

Reading: Acts 19:1-7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had 

never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the 

Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 

where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 

he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 

“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 

to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 

in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
   

 Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God.   
  

  

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit 

descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.” 

 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
A Hitch in the Story 

Was it wildfire nerve? Unchecked audacity? Holy purpose? The hammering of parents’ 

expectations? Maybe the privilege of being kin to Jesus? Or was it eccentricity as peculiar as his 

diet and wardrobe? What desire drove John to the wilderness, into the water of the Jordan? What 

ignited his fiery proclamation of repentance and forgiveness? What current pulled crowds from 

city and country into the water? 

One can say, rightly, that it was ordained by God, compelled by the Holy Spirit, predicted by an 

angel. Yet there is a hitch in the story. Four easily missed but utterly important words gum up the 

works of any timid or tidy explanations: “I am not worthy” (Mark 1:7). 
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Something in John’s four words opens the baptismal story to torrents of wonder, floods of hope, 

drenching relief and recovery. 

For some years the two friends had been together through what we often call the thick and the 

thin. They knew this and that, bits and pieces, the here and there of one another’s lives. And not 

only the trivial. They probed each other’s shadowed corridors and crumbling edges. Still, there 

were secrets, withholdings. One day, for reasons wrapped with nothing but the ragged swaddling 

of unaccountable grace, one said to the other, “It has been such a long, lonely journey, carrying a 

suitcase filled with secrets, the shames and deceptions I’ve folded and packed.” Then he began to 

tell. To confess. A repenting, a turning. His friend’s eyes filled with tears that watered his cheeks 

and dripped into his lap. All he could say through the flood was, “I love you all the more.” 

Born literally of grace, breaking the dam of John’s four words, “I am not worthy,” is one 

stronger word, the word of the more powerful one: forgiveness. To John and to us who say, “I 

am not worthy,” Jesus answers, “Yes, yes, yes, you are.” 

 

NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
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Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim 

the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 

goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us 

pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for 

peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them 

mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer (especially), that 

God shower compassion, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in 

their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate  

their lives and birth this week: 

1/11 – Joe Patton 

1/11 – Melissa Seusy 

1/12 – Carrol Hildre 

1/13 – Lorraine Miller 

1/14 – Marlene Doran 

1/14 – Chuck Seeley  
enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Save us from ourselves, from racism in all it’s hidden forms, from hollow words without actions, 

forgive us, renew us, call us to action. Grant wisdom, give us courage for the coming days, let us 

pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for 

doctors, nurses, technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures, let us 

pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those we know and love who serve in our military and their families, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the protection of firefighters and police officers, for our President, and all our elected 

officials, national, state and local leaders, that through their wisdom, insight and patience, peace 

and justice prevail throughout the world, let us pray. 
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Have mercy, O God. 
 

For all those who are dealing with the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world: those who are 

infected, those caring for them, those trying to mitigate and manage the epidemic, and those who 

are living in fear of it. We are thankful for the vaccine, and ask your care in its distribution and 

continued production, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING 

Please, remember that we depend on our offerings, even when there is no on site worship services 

due to extreme circumstances.   
 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Words of Institution 
Grace at the table: The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 
 

COMMUNION 
Please, prepare the table with bread/a cracker and wine/juice. The words of institution will be 

included in this Sunday mornings recorded worship service. If you do not participate in the 

recorded service, and would like to receive communion, please contact Pastor Karen.  
 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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