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Sunday, February 5, 2023 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
  

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of 

injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine 

before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 
 

GATHERING 
WELCOME  
The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness will not overcome it. 
 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  We have not practiced your 

righteousness.  Our hearts have turned away from you.  For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
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Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes 

us new.  We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

OPENING SONG ELW 673 vs. 1, 4 God, Whose Almighty Word 
 

1 God, whose almighty word 

 chaos and darkness heard 

 and took their flight: 

 hear us, we humbly pray, 

 and where the gospel day 

 sheds not its glorious ray, 

 let there be light. 
 

4 Holy and blessed three, 

 glorious Trinity, 

 Wisdom, Love, Might: 

 boundless as ocean's tide, 

 rolling in fullest pride, 

 through the earth, far and wide, 

 let there be light. 
Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW 715 Christ Be Our Light (Chorus only) 
Chorus 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
  Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 

Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord God,  

with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we 

ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 (Please be seated) 

 

WORD 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  
 

Reading:  Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their 

fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of 

justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 
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1Shout out, do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, 

  to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 2Yet day after day they seek me 

  and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, 

  they delight to draw near to God. 

 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 

  and oppress all your workers. 

 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

  and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today 

  will not make your voice heard on high. 

 5Is such the fast that I choose, 

  a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 

  a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 

  to loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 

  and to break every yoke? 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them, 

  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

  [9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10if you offer your food to the hungry 

  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

  and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11The LORD will guide you continually, 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

  and make your bones strong; 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water, 

  whose waters never fail. 
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 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in.]  
  

 Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God.   

 (Please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Alleluia  
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
  Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
 

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, 

doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it 

under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 
18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from 

the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 

teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches 

them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of 

the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ.  

(Please be seated) 

Music: Jesus Loves Me – ELW #595 
 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

Music: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying – ELW #752 
 

 

SERMON  

 

SONG OF THE DAY ELW #677 vs. 1,2 This Little Light of Mine 

 

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
Text: African American spiritual 

               (Please stand as you are able) 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

              

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the church everywhere 

courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain the unseen depths 

of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to lands and communities experiencing 

natural disasters. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that workers are not 

oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice 

righteousness. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to hunger, and break 

every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in their communities. Satisfy 

those afflicted in any way. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, that we are generous 

with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and compassion for our 

neighbors. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate their lives and 

birth this week:  

Sally Ball 

Norie Allen 

Virginia Anderson 

enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year. Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 
 

Save us from ourselves, from racism in all its hidden forms, from hollow words without actions, forgive us, 

renew us, call us to action Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for doctors, nurses, 

technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, 

that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For the people of Ukraine, grant continued protection, strength and hope for a better tomorrow. Bring peace and 

an end to the war. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for (the Martyrs of Japan and) 

all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our remembrance and bring us 

with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you. 

Share the peace … 

(Please be seated) 

 

MEAL 

  

OFFERING 
The Worship/Communion Registration Card may be placed in the offering plate as it is passed. 

Thank you for your support of our ministry.  

(Please stand as you are able) 

OFFERTORY ELW #186 Create In Me a Clean Heart 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

and renew a right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from your presence,  

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
  Text: Lutheran Book of Worship 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Words of Institution 
Grace at the table: The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
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and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW #207 Thankful Hearts and Voices 
 Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

 tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

 Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice 

 and bear the name of Christ. 

 Send us with your promises 

 and lead your people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
   Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-198 

 

SENDING 
 (Please be seated) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
May the Lord bless you and keep you,  

may the Lord smile upon you and be gracious to you, 

may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. + Amen.  

 

SENDING SONG ACS# 883 Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures here below; 

 praise God above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
   Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

Salt and Light 

What we believe about ourselves has the power to shape our behavior in profound ways. If we believe we aren’t 

good enough or are unwanted, that will likely show up in the way we carry ourselves, in the way we interact 

with others, and in the opportunities we seek out or don’t. On the other hand, if we know that we are loved or if 

we feel like we belong, we will probably bring more assurance to our interactions with others, and will be more 

likely to take risks and to reach out and engage with our communities. 

Similarly, our identity as disciples of Jesus has the power to shape the way we live. It all starts with who Jesus 

says we are. “You are the salt of the earth,” Jesus tells his disciples. “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 

5:13-14). Salt preserves food and adds flavor. Used masterfully, it brings out the best in the other flavors of a 

dish. It can pull other elements together to help create a new thing. Light nurtures life. It can comfort, energize, 

and help make things clear. Together, salt and light sustain, nourish, and welcome new life in the world around 

them. 

What kind of people would we be if we really believed we were the salt of the earth and the light of the world? 

Nurturers, sustainers, co-creators with God in making all things new? What fears could we let go if we simply 

trusted that we are who Jesus says we are? What risks would we take? How would we show up in our 

communities? As we gather for worship today, we are invited to hear anew this identity we are given in Christ. 

Then, nourished by word and sacrament, we are sent forth with the promise that Christ is forever at work in us, 

keeping us as salt and light in all times and places.        From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 

Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries. The religion 

was suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries and converts were crucified. Nevertheless, 

Christianity survived and later prospered 

 

Image: Pink Himalayan salt. Copyright © The Picture Pantry/Superstock. Used by permission. 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS 007374. Music used by permission. CCLI #10006394, One License # A-714701. 

 

ADDITIONAL READINGS FOR THE DAY 
 

Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR 
February 12, 2023  

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Choose life 

Sirach 15:15-20 (alternate) 

Choose between life and death 

Psalm 119:1-8 

Happy are they who follow the teaching of the LORD. (Ps. 119:1) 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

God gives the growth 

Matthew 5:21-37 

The teaching of Christ: forgiveness 
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