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Sunday, April 11, 2021 

2nd Sunday of Easter, Year B 
 

Introduction 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 

presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the 

first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers 

us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a 

community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is 

in need. 
 

WELCOME  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the life beyond all death, the joy beyond all sorrow, our 

everlasting home. 

Amen. 

Rejoicing in Christ’s victory over sin and death, let us come before God who calls us to repentance. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, 

by the resurrection of your Son you make everything new. Newness scares us, and we confess 

to shutting our doors in fear. We have not listened to voices that challenge us. We have 

resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in new directions. Our hearts are slow to believe your 

promises. Forgive us, O God, and renew us to embrace without fear the new life you have 

given us in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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People of God: Christ is alive, and death has lost its power. Through the waters of baptism you 

have been born anew by the living word of God. Know that your sins are forgiven in + Jesus' name 

and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian 

community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who 

were in need. 
 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With 

great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 

grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the 

apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 

 Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God.   
  

  

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas 

offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 

my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
   

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 

it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ.  
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

From Fear to Freedom 

The disciples had good reason to be afraid. Their teacher, perceived as a threat to social, 

political, and religious order, had just been crucified; now with rumors swirling about his 

mysterious resurrection, it wasn’t clear if Jesus’ followers would face the same dire fate on a 

cross. Today, most of us, fortunately, can live without fear regarding when and where we are 

able to worship. At the same time, when we take a moment to look at the world around us, it 

doesn’t take long to notice what a strong influence fear has on our lives. 

Fear not of things like tornadoes or spiders or bats, but rather fear of things that keep our hearts 

closed off from others and God and that keep our truest selves locked up inside. As it was for the 

disciples in today’s reading, our unaddressed fears can get in the way of our recognizing what 

Jesus is doing in our midst. They turn us in toward ourselves rather than outward toward those 

who could be blessed by our gifts and who need our care and love. They keep us from growing 

in our relationship with God and as the people God has created us to be. 

Although it can be scary to acknowledge our fear of being inadequate or of losing control or of 

being alone, or whatever our deepest fear may be, when we do, that’s when something powerful 

can happen. A sense of peace and joy is never far away. Not only are we released from our fear, 

but giving voice to our fears can set others free from theirs as well. 

When Jesus appeared to those first disciples locked together behind closed doors, he came 

offering peace, and he breathed on them the Holy Spirit. In that moment their lives were 

changed—forever, and for good. The same is true for us when we dare to surrender our fears to 

God and embrace God’s future for us with courage. 

 

NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one 

heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your 

creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give 

your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the 

ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in 

authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous 

Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others (specific needs may be named). Announce your 

peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community (name). Shine the light of the 

risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be 

complete. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate  

their lives and birth this week: 

Arlene Nordeen - 4/15  
  

enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Save us from ourselves, from racism in all its hidden forms, from hollow words without actions, 

forgive us, renew us, call us to action. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for 

doctors, nurses, technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

 

For those we know and love who serve in our military and their families. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders 

of governments, that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable.  Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For all those who are dealing with the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world: those who are 

infected, those caring for them, those trying to mitigate and manage the epidemic, and those who 

are living in fear of it. Thankful for the vaccine, we ask your help in its distribution and 

continued production.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING 

Please, remember that we depend on our offerings, even when there is no on site worship services 

due to extreme circumstances.   
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Words of Institution 
Grace at the table: The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DDITIONAL READINGS FOR THE DAY 
Psalm 133 

1 John 1:1-2:2 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR 
April 18th – Third Sunday of Easter  

Acts 3:12-19 

Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-48 
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