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Sunday, November 29, 2020 

1st Sunday of Advent, Year A 
 

Introduction 
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in 

the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently 

distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of 

the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything 

we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can 

share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
 

WELCOME  
This is the day the Lord has made.  

We will rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast 

love endures forever. Amen. 

 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best 

efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our 

neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and 

turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are 

free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you 
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be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 

Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 

Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 

Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to 

be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

 Word of God. Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God.   
 

 

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to 

end all suffering. 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
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26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he 

will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 

and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 

at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say 

to all: Keep awake.” 
 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
Learn from the Figs 

Fig trees mature slowly. They don’t require much maintenance, but they do require plenty of 

time to grow. Some fig trees take years to start producing fruit. It may be tempting to give up on 

a fig too soon, but the patient gardener knows to wait and watch for the subtle signs that the fig 

tree is about to produce. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson,” Jesus says in today’s gospel (Mark 13:28). Just as the 

gardener watches for indications that a bud is about to unfold, so should believers watch for 

where God’s presence is emerging in the world. 

Jesus’ words in this passage paint a picture of God’s arrival as unsettling and fearsome, with 

darkening skies and shaking celestial orbs. It is hard to imagine how anyone could miss such an 

arrival, yet Jesus warns his listeners that those who are not vigilant will be caught unaware. We 

must watch with care and patience for the signs of the coming of the Son of Man, like the 

gardener who watches for the ripening fig. If you think such signs can be ignored, you will miss 

the surprising, gentle cry of the incarnate God come as a tiny, vulnerable baby. 

Today, at the beginning of Advent, we enter a season of waiting and watching as we anticipate 

with hope the coming of Christ’s light into the world. Yet, even as we wait, there are active signs 

of God’s presence all around us now—in water and word, in bread and wine, in the assembly 

gathered for worship. These signs remind us of God’s gracious love toward us. At the same time, 

the lesson of the fig tree reminds us to stay curious and attentive, open to what might surprise us. 

God is always up to something new. 

 

NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
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true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 

prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, 

peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing 

ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our 

relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them 

with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with 

welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing 

severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or 

facing food insecurity. (Local feeding or housing ministries may be named). Relieve their 

burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



 1st Sunday of Advent, Year A  page 5 

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, 

chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses (especially). Ease their suffering and support 

them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or 

healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain all 

who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate  

their lives and birth this week: 

11/29 - Darrel Johnson  

11/30 - Bob Holliday  

12/3 – Betty Kroening  

12/6 – Fred Gifford  

enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year.  Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

Save us from ourselves, from racism in all it’s hidden forms, from hollow words without actions, 

forgive us, renew us, call us to action. Grant wisdom, give us courage for the coming days. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for 

doctors, nurses, technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For those we know and love who serve in our military and their families. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For the protection of firefighters and police officers, for our President, and all our elected 

officials, national, state and local leaders, that through their wisdom, insight and patience, peace 

and justice prevail throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

For all those who are dealing with the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world: those who are 

infected, those caring for them, those trying to mitigate and manage the epidemic, and those who 

are living in fear of it. May God bless us all with healing and hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

OFFERING 

Please, remember that we depend on our offerings, even when there is no on site worship services 

due to extreme circumstances.   
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THE LORD’S SUPPER: Words of Institution 
Grace at the table: The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

COMMUNION 
Please, prepare the table with bread/a cracker and wine/juice. The words of institution will be 

included in this Sunday mornings recorded worship service. If you do not participate in the 

recorded service, and would like to receive communion, please contact Pastor Karen.  
 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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