Sunday, February 21, 2021
1st Sunday in Lent, Year B
Introduction
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and
resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God
makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First
Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us through
the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we
are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

WELCOME
This is the day the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be
free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing
flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of
the world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.
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Reading: Genesis 9:8-17
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the
earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction
gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a
covenant with all creatures.
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,
15
I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh;
and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
8

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that
he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
10

12

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe
in the good news.”
15

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
Secure Even When It’s Not Safe
The world is unsafe in countless ways. It contains wilderness after wilderness, places where
temptation and danger seem to reign. Struggle, pain, fear, violence, hate, death, and suffering are
all part of the uncertain world that we wake to each day.
Today, the Gospel of Mark discusses Jesus’ own encounter with the wilderness. After he was
baptized by John the Baptist, Jesus was driven into the desert wilderness, where he was tempted
by Satan for forty days. What’s more, when Jesus left the wilderness to re-enter society, he
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encountered another kind of dangerous wilderness, a world where John the Baptist had just been
arrested for confronting Herod Antipas and his wife Herodias with some hard-hitting truth.
After forty days of temptation, Jesus was met by yet another temptation: to play it safe in a world
that had just silenced his friend for doing exactly the kind of thing that Jesus came to do. Despite
the risk posed by worldly power players like Herod, Jesus proceeded to teach, heal, and spread
the good news of God’s kingdom. Despite the danger, Jesus trusted in the promise that God’s
love was bigger than the wilderness of human wiles.
The world is not safe, and believing in Jesus does not change this fact. However, we are secure
in an unsafe world because of the promises made by God in baptism. Think of children who are
secure in the love of their parents. They may go to school and face bullies—a painful experience,
for sure—but they are less likely to trust the lies of the bullies because they know a deeper truth
about themselves, a truth instilled by the love of their parents. So it is with us. There is danger
and wilderness all around, but we are secure in the truth of our baptism: we are God’s beloved
children, with whom God is well pleased. Grounded in this secure love, we derive courage to set
out into the wild.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout
the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your
salvation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures
from destruction (especially . . . here local environmental concerns may be named). Empower
the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in our
community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing
dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who
suffer (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal identity
and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of
care and concern (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate
their lives and birth this week:
2/22 – Addie Fry
2/22 – Jake Grasmick
2/26 – Debra Horn
2/26 – Wilma Peterson
enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Save us from ourselves, from racism in all it’s hidden forms, from hollow words without actions,
forgive us, renew us, call us to action. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for
doctors, nurses, technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures, let us
pray. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For those we know and love who serve in our military and their families. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders
of governments, that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable, let us
pray. Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.
For all those who are dealing with the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world: those who are
infected, those caring for them, those trying to mitigate and manage the epidemic, and those who
are living in fear of it. Thankful for the vaccine, we ask your help in its distribution and
continued production. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING
Please, remember that we depend on our offerings, even when there is no on site worship services
due to extreme circumstances.

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Words of Institution
Grace at the table: The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

ADDITIONAL READINGS FOR THE DAY
Psalm 25:1-10
I Peter 3:18-22

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR
February 28, 2021 - 2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
Mark 1:9-15
I Peter 3:18-22
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