Sunday, September 27, 2026

Creation in Christ

Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of the world in the Byzantine
tradition and has been the opening feast of its liturgical year (known as the Feast of the Indiction), in parallel
with Rosh Hashanah marking the Jewish New Year. Creation in Christ celebrates the ongoing creation of the
world in and through Christ, who sustains, unites, and holds all created things. We hear today of the triune God
who creates all things: sun and moon, shining stars, sea monsters, creeping things and flying birds—and, yes,
even human beings. God-in-Christ still takes care of all things and invites us to join in as caretakers of God's
good creation.

GATHERING

WELCOME

(Please stand as you are able)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our hope, our heart, our home.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end,

we confess that we participate in systems that perpetuate oppression and injustice. We are often numb to
the pain of the world around us, resistant to change that costs us something, and reluctant to love our
neighbors as ourselves. We sin against your good creation, failing to be faithful stewards of the land, the
sea, and all their creatures. Make your home among us once more, O God, naming us beloved and
opening our hearts to do your will. Amen.

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you:

God knows you, forgives you by the self-giving of + Jesus Christ, and frees you to love the world as you have
been loved. Creation’s story will not end until mourning, crying, and pain are no more. When everything else
changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure. Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Amen.
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GATHERING SONG ELW 835 vs.1,3,4 All Creatures, Worship God Most High
1 All creatures, worship God most high!

Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright;

sing, sister moon and stars of night:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong,
drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Dear mother earth, so rich in care,
praise God in colors bright and rare:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4 All who for love of God forgive,
all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears;
still make your song amid the tears:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE W&P 132 Step by Step
O God, you are my God,
and I will ever praise you. (repeat 1X)
I will seek you in the morning,
and I will learn to walk in your ways,
and step by step you’ll lead me,

and I will follow you all of my days.
Text: Beaker ©1991 BMG Songs, Inc. and Kid Brother of St. Frank Publishing

Let Us Pray
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you created the worlds, and your Spirit
breathes life into the universe.

We praise you for your wondrous creation. Bless us and all your handiwork with your infinite light and
direct our lives to the care of this good earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(Please be seated)
WORD
SPECIAL MUSIC
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First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the earth
and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day.

"When God began to create the heavens and the earth, ° the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. * Then God said, “Let there be light,”
and there was light. * And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. * God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day.

¢ And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” ' So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were
above the dome. And it was so. ® God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day.

’ And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. ' God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good. '' Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed
and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. '* The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God
saw that it was good. "* And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

“ And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them
be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, "° and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth.” And it was so. '° God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser
light to rule the night—and the stars. " God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, ' to rule
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.

' And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

" And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the dome of the sky.” >’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of
every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
> God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.” > And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

* And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. * God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and
the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good.

**Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

’7So God created humans in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
**God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” *” God
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"We will read the Psalm responsively
Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8
! Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!

? Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!

? Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars!

“ Praise him, you highest heavens
and you waters above the heavens!

? Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for he commanded and they were created.

® He established them forever and ever;
he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

’ Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps,

% fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy wind fulfilling his command!

’ Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!

1"'Wild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds!
'’ Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!

2Young men and women alike,
old and young together!

' Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted;
his glory is above earth and heaven.

'“He has raised up a horn for his people,

praise for all his faithful,

for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the LORD!

Second Reading: Acts 17:22a, 24-28

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or
Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and
earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

2 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ** “The God who made the world and everything in it, he
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, > nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. *° From
one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, *’ so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. ** For ‘In him we live and move and
have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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(Please stand as you are able)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 1:1-5

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This
Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. * He was in the beginning
with God. * All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. ° The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overtake it.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
Music: Jesus Loves Me — ELW #595

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Music: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying — ELW #752
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 881 vs. 1&2 Let All Things Now Living
1 Let all things now living

a song of thanksgiving

to God the creator triumphantly raise,

who fashioned and made us,

protected and stayed us,

who still guides us on to the end of our days.

God's banners are o'er us,

God's light goes before us,

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,

till shadows have vanished

and darkness is banished,

as forward we travel from light into light.

2 God rules all the forces:
the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains,
the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing
our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise
till all things now living
unite in thanksgiving:
"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!"
Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, al

(Please stand)
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With the baptized of every time and place we profess the faith.

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, Gods only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator, praying for the earth and for all in need,
responding to each petition with the words “Your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: that churches around the globe collaborate in care
for the earth, and that all the baptized nurture a zeal for the wellbeing of creation. Hear us, O God, source of
life:

Your mercy is great.

For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive continued divine blessing, that the air be wholesome,
that the waters be plenteous and clean, that the land be treasured, and that animals be protected. Grant that what
on earth has been despoiled will be healed. Hear us, O God, our creator:

Your mercy is great.

For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, and grocers provide the food humans need, that
legislators strive in all things for the common good, and that science and technology lead us toward more
responsible ways to live. Hear us, O God, our stronghold:

Your mercy is great.

For our country we pray: that national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges be safeguarded, that all natural
resources benefit the whole population, and that our children learn respect for nature. Hear us, O God, our
guardian:

Your mercy is great.

For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from pandemic and from extreme weather, and that all
who are sick or suffering receive medical attention and communal support. Give heed to those whose names we
call out to you (especially). Hear us, O God, our healer:
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate their lives and
birth this week:

Stevie Lamar

Jude Madsen

Debra Muller

enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments,
that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to war and conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction
(especially), and sustain those who advocate for peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For the lay leaders who have been called to this ministry of our congregation. Grant them joy and a spirit of
bold trust that their work may stir up each of us to a life of fruitful service. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones whose desire to be with
Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We
ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share the Lord’s Peace with one another
(Please be seated)

MEAL

OFFERING

The Worship/Communion Registration Card may be placed in the offering plate as it is passed.
Thank you for your support of our ministry.
(Please stand as you are able)

OFFERTORY ELW #186 Create In Me a Clean Heart

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Text: Lutheran Book of Worship

OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Music: Holy, Holy, Holy — ELW Service Pagel44 (Setting 3)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full, of your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners

and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever. Amen
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PRAYER AT THE TABLE

Let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

(Please be seated)

COMMUNION
The presiding minister invites the assembly
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

All are welcome!

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship

CONTINOUS COMMUNION BEGINS

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING (Please stand as you are able)
The body and blood of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, strengthen you and
preserve you in his grace.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW #207 Thankful Hearts and Voices
Thankful hearts and voices raise;
tell ev'ryone what God has done.
Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice
and bear the name of Christ.
Send us with your promises
and lead your people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Creator God bless you and keep you.

Creating Christ shine through you with grace and mercy.
Creative Spirit nourish you and give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG ELW 864 vs. 1&4 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven

1 Praise, my soul, the God of heaven;
joyfully your tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore God's praises sing.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praises everlasting ring!

4  Angels sing in adoration,
in God's presence, face to face.
Sun and moon and all creation,
all who dwell in time and space.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise with us the God of grace!
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Flourish with creation.
Thanks be to God.

(Please be seated)

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2026
Isaiah 5:1-7
The song of the vineyard
Psalm 80:7-15

Philippians 3:4b-14
Nothing surpasses the value of knowing Christ
Matthew 21:33-46
The parable of the vineyard owner’s son

Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80.14, 15)
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Upcoming Commemorations

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654

Wednesday, September 9, 2026

Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day Colombia. His
ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He gave them food and medicine, learned their

dialects, and taught them Christianity.
From sundaysandseasons.com.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
September 27, 2026
LECTIONARY 26
Marching Orders

Members of the string quartet look around at each other, nod, and begin tuning up to play. The basketball team
huddles around the coach as she draws up the play on a dry-erase board. The volunteer teams go over their
assignments one last time before heading off to their positions for the charity run. In each instance, before
beginning their mission, the group takes a moment to get on the same page, to get their marching orders. In our
lives as disciples of Christ, that moment is baptism.

Our marching orders, our mission guidelines, are marked on our hearts in baptism. The good news of
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in Jesus Christ that is poured over us spills out in our lives, and we are
called to be agents of restoration: to bind up the brokenhearted, to care for all people and all creation. Just as the
coach draws up the play or someone makes a list of the things that need to get done, we are imbued with a way
of life in baptism’s waters. Our motivation for this way of life is the love that has also been shown to us in
Jesus: the love that feeds us each week as we gather around our Savior’s table.

Even if we are sometimes reluctant, like the son in Jesus’ parable who initially says he will not go to the
vineyard but eventually goes, we are motivated to carry out the work to which God has called us because of the
baptismal grace we have received. And whenever we pause to collect ourselves—whether it’s tuning up before
the performance, getting the play in the huddle, or just taking a deep breath before beginning the next item on
the to-do list—we think of baptism, when our marching orders and our motivations are indelibly marked on us
by Jesus.

Mural depicting grape harvest. Beaujolais, France. Photo by Eric D ricochet69. Copyright © 2025 Alamy Stock Photo. Used by
permission
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