Sunday, September 18, 2022
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we have, it is
crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom
for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have
everything we need.

GATHERING
WELCOME
This is the day the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
(Please stand as you are able)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed to do
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads
to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
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Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SONG ELW 710 vs. 1(solo),2,3 Let Streams of Living Justice
1

Let streams of living justice
flow down upon the earth;
give freedom's light to captives,
let all the poor have worth.
The hungry's hands are pleading,
the workers claim their rights,
the mourners long for laughter,
the blinded seek for sight.
Make liberty a beacon,
strike down the iron pow'r;
abolish ancient vengeance:
proclaim your people's hour.

2

For healing of the nations,
for peace that will not end,
for love that makes us lovers,
God grant us grace to mend.
Weave our varied gifts together;
knit our lives as they are spun;
on your loom of time enroll us
till our thread of life is run.
O great weaver of our fabric,
bind church and world in one;
dye our texture with your radiance,
light our colors with your sun.

3

Your city's built to music;
we are the stones you seek;
your harmony is language;
we are the words you speak.
Our faith we find in service,
our hope in others' dreams,
our love in hand of neighbor;
our homeland brightly gleams.
Inscribe our hearts with justice;
your way—the path untried;
your truth—the heart of stranger;
your life—the Crucified.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE W&P 132 Step by Step
O God, you are my God,
and I will ever praise you. (repeat 1x)
I will seek you in the morning,
and I will learn to walk in your ways,
and step by step you’ll lead me,
and I will follow you all of my days, (repeat 2x)
and step by step you’ll lead me,
And I will follow you all of my days.
Text: Beaker
Text © 1991 BMG Songs, Inc. and Kid Brother of St. Frank Publishing

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God among us,
we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our
minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
(Please be seated)

WORD
SPECIAL MUSIC
Reading: Amos 8:4-7
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths.
Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

4

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended by him for
having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in their
stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household.
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Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him
that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not
strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He
replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd
in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves
by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
10
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is
dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you
the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is
your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
1

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
Music: Jesus Loves Me – ELW #595

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Music: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying – ELW #752

SERMON
SONG OF THE DAY ELW #655 vs. 1, 2 Son of God, Eternal Savior
1

Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,
you our head, who, throned in glory,
for your own will ever plead:
fill us with your love and pity,
heal our wrong, and help our need.

2

As you, Lord, have lived for others,
so may we for others live.
Freely have your gifts been granted;
freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver,
yours the wealth of land and sea;
we but stewards of your bounty
held in solemn trust will be.
Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932

(Please stand as you are able)
Let us confess our faith in the words of the

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for baptism or affirmation
of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good news with the world.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. Show us how best to care
for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop sustainable practices. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so that all may live in
peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of each
person. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic and social systems that
perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters. Comfort with
your strength those who recover from fires, floods or other natural disasters. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the proper and faithful use
of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Accept our thanksgiving for the people you surround us with, especially for those who celebrate their lives and
birth this week:
Kristi Tostenrud
Gary Rick
enrich them with a sense of joy and grace for yet another year. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Save us from ourselves, from racism in all its hidden forms, from hollow words without actions, forgive us,
renew us, call us to action God of grace,
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hear our prayer.
For those fighting cancer and other serious illnesses, grant strength and grace. We pray for doctors, nurses,
technicians, researchers and all who work toward treatments and cures. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments,
that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For all those who are dealing with the COVID-19 coronavirus around the world. Thankful for the vaccine, we
ask your help in the continued management of the disease throughout the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For the people of Ukraine, grant continued protection, strength and hope for a better tomorrow. Bring peace and
an end to the war. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness of those who have
gone before us especially Clare Ann Stubbs, and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers
to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Share the peace …
(Please be seated)

MEAL
OFFERING
The Worship/Communion Registration Card may be placed in the offering plate as it is passed.
Thank you for your support of our ministry.
(Please stand as you are able)
OFFERTORY ELW #186 Create In Me a Clean Heart
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Text: Lutheran Book of Worship

THE LORD’S SUPPER: Words of Institution
Grace at the table: The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
(Please stand as you are able)

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship

COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW #207 Thankful Hearts and Voices
Thankful hearts and voices raise;
tell ev'ryone what God has done.
Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice
and bear the name of Christ.
Send us with your promises
and lead your people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-198

SENDING
(Please be seated)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
May the Lord bless you and keep you,
may the Lord smile upon you and be gracious to you,
may the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. + Amen.

SENDING SONG ELW 669 vs.5 Rise Up, O Saints of God!
5

Commit your hearts to seek
the paths which Christ has trod;
and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r,
rise up, O saints of God!
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
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ADDITIONAL READINGS FOR THE DAY
Psalm 113

1 Timothy 2:1-7

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS FOR
September 25, 2022
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Warnings to those who are comfortable or wealthy
Psalm 146
The LORD gives justice to those who are oppressed. (Ps. 146:7)
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Eager to be rich or eager to pursue richness of God’s justice?
Luke 16:19-31
Story of poor Lazarus and the wealthy man

Upcoming Commemorations
Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961
Sunday, September 18, 2022
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the United Nations until his
death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. His journal, published as
Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith.
Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF)
Tuesday, September 20, 2022
A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before being elected bishop of the
South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church, the first African American Lutheran to serve in such a
capacity.
Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Wednesday, September 21, 2022
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax collectors were frequently
despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, and chose
Matthew to be a disciple.

Image: Light in the Dark. Photo copyright © fragilejames/Unsplash. Used by permission.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
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