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  Ah, Advent. The most misunderstood season of the Church Year.  No, it is not the Christmas Prelude. 

It is a season unto itself with emotions and smells and looks that are unique, poignant and important.  

 There is a deep mystery to this season. It is a time to mediate, to wait and to wonder.  Perhaps this 

Celtic prayer is appropriate to our Advent time.  

In the mighty name of God, 

In the saving name of Jesus, 

In the strong name of the Spirit, 

We come 

We cry 

We watch 

We wait 

We long 

For you.  From The Open Gate by David Adam 

 This season is a time of great benefit -- but few of us have learned to bask in its uniqueness because 

we eagerly rush ahead to the big event to come, you know the one, where the baby is born. To rush this pro-

found time of Advent to its conclusion results in an underdeveloped, premature Christmas celebration.  

 We are intentional about our Advent haste here, allowing for Midweek Evening Prayer on Wednes-

days and a slow preparation of our creche.  I hope you can take the time to step back from the surrounding 

busyness and breathe in the wonder, the expectation, the miracle of the coming celebration of the incarna-

tion.  I hope this is a time of mindful preparation for you. Advent Joy!! 
 

 Christmas 
 The most anticipated season of the Church Year. We know the story so well. 

So, where are you in the  story? Are you physically present but watching from afar in 

your mind? Are you seeing it unfold as if for the first time? Is the story so familiar 

that it has long since ceased to surprise? Or does the story's telling evoke renewed 

awe and wonder? 

 What if you imagined yourself as one of the shepherds tending your sheep in 

the fields outside of Bethlehem when God's angel appeared? How might you have 

reacted to being in the presence of God's glory? Consider these two observations 

about the shepherds in Luke's narrative: They were engaged in ordinary, routine ac-

tivities; they encountered God. When was the last time you encountered God in the ordinary moments of 

your life? What was it like? 

 But wait, you say. The shepherds had the advantage of a night sky shining with angels and the benefit 

of a clear message about God’s presence and activity: “Do not be afraid; to you is born a Savior. This will be 

a sign for you.” Of course they encountered God! 

 Where are our signs? How do we recognize that we are encountering God? Our signs are things we 

can see and hear and taste and touch: water, bread, wine, word, and one another. God comes to us in the 

flesh, in a body. In visible, touchable signs, we encounter the one who came to live in the midst of our ordi-

nary lives so that we might be caught up in God's life-giving story. 

 When we recognize evidence of God's presence with us, for these moments surely happen, what is our 

response? Surprised by joy, spurred to action, we, like the shepherds, go and tell what we have seen and 

heard.                     (Based on Words for Worship, Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.) 
 

 May these seasons be filled with joy filled expectation and undeniable evidence of God’s presence.   

 Christmas Blessings!! Pastor Karen   
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Worship & Music 

ONLINE WORSHIP OPTIONS Continue 
We are so very thankful to be back to in person worship. And yet our 
online options will continue. 
We are working on the quality of our Facebook presentation … 
We continue to use both FACEBOOK Live and our website. We have 
heard from several that the Facebook Live sound is not what it could be 
… we are working the problem,. Sometimes it’s the connection speed on 
the viewers end, we know this because from when we save the FACE-
BOOK Live presentation.  We will continue to try different ideas and 
approaches.   Stay tuned! In the 
mean time, as has been our practice, once worship has concluded Jerry 
Shaw will take the recording, edit it, and upload it to our website by 3pm. (www.unitedlutheranbv.org). 
We will continue to send liturgy via email. If you would like us to send you a copy, via USPS, please call 

the office. 

MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP  
December 1, 8, 15, at 6p soup supper/6:30p worship  

Close to Home 
The holidays are a magical time for so many reasons. When something hits close to 

home, it affects us deeply. During this Advent season, we will journey through 

scriptures that are tender, familiar, and heavy with emotion. Close to Home 

acknowledges the “already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, 

and yet, God’s promised day – our everlasting home – is not fully realized. It names 

our deep longing for God to come close to us.   

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIGHT SERVICES 
 One on-site option at 4:30pm,  

 along with Facebook live @ 4:30pm and YouTube Website option 
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HVAC FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
Our goal of $10,375 to replace one of our HVAC units has almost been met.  As of November 30th 
we had raised  $10,339.50 which means  we are ONLY $34.50 shy of our goal.  This  could not have 
been accomplished without our congregation’s generous support.   Thanks to all who helped us 
meet our goal. 

It’s not to late to: 

Pull Out Your Candles .... 
 Advent brings us light. In medieval times the light of a single burning 

candle represented the presence of God. Today we often use candles in our im-

agery; candles on the altar, or on an Advent wreath. Now, go find some can-

dles...  

 Seriously, find four candles, any color, any size. The ELCA web-site and 

reports that there is no prescribed color for the candles. Four natural colored 

candles are always appropriate and symbolize the light for which we wait. Four 

deep purple candles, a  sign of the penitential nature sometimes attributed to the 

season, may be appropriate. Congregations that use blue (symbolizing hope) as 

the liturgical color during Advent would be consistent to use blue candles.  No-

vember 28th was the First Sunday in Advent.  The tradition of the church marks 

this time as the beginning of a new year.  Four weeks before Christmas, each Sunday we light a candle on the 

Advent wreath symbolizing the coming of Jesus, the living light of the world.  Jesus is the light that broke 

forth on the world that first Christmas when he was born as the Prince of Peace.  He is the light that gradually 

penetrated into all the world.  The tradition of lighting one more candle each week -- or each day -- tells of the 

increasingly brighter light of his coming, and leads gradually to the blaze of the dawning of Christmas.  

 Pull out your advent wreath or find five candles, four for the weeks of Advent and the fifth for the 

Christ Candle.  The first has been called the Prophecy Candle, announcing the period of waiting.  It encourages 

us to listen.  God is speaking to us through the prophets and still today, “The Word became flesh” -- Jesus, the 

one whose birth we await.   

 The second is the Bethlehem Candle, symbolic of the preparations being made to receive and to cradle 

the Christ child.   The Lord is coming, “Prepare!”  Each and every day the Lord comes and comes again, 

“Prepare!” 

 The third is the Shepherd's Candle, which typifies the act of sharing Christ. “See, Behold, Share!”  The 

eyes of the shepherds were opened and they could not help but share all they had experienced.  Don’t miss all 

that God is doing still today.  Look around.  Share the good news. 

 And, the fourth is the Angel's Candle of love and final coming.   “Unto YOU, this day ...” Jesus comes 

as gift and blessing.  “Rejoice”  for God continues to love, care, forgive, lead,  and save YOU.   

 The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Day to represent his presence with us.  

 All this is far removed from the traditions of the world. At Christmas time our world seems to turn to 

what has happened in the past more than the hope of what is come in our Lord.  Our hope is not in what we 

have to give through our labors, but rather it is in the gift of God's love freely given through Christ our Lord 

and Savior.  

 So pull out those Candles, and spend some time each day in preparation.  On that note, Advent devo-

tions are available in the Narthex. Take time each day to light a candle, read a passage of scripture and devo-

tional word, pray that Christ would indeed come anew into your heart and life.  You won't regret it. 
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Education 

Youth Christian Education:  
10:45am, for youth of all ages 

    Our youth will spend some time each Sunday following the church calendar, learning the 

stories and rhythms involved in each season. The calendar begins with the Advent season, No-

vember 28th. [The church year divides into two parts.  The first half focuses on the life of Jesus.  

It includes the three great festivals of the church year: Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost.  The 

second half, beginning on the Sunday after Pentecost, focuses on the teachings of Jesus.] 

 There’s always something new to learn and discover.  

 

Adult Christian Education: 11am  
(This later start allows for coffee, and a bit of visiting.) 

The study of Romans: Free by Grace   

Paul’s Letter to the Romans is, in manys estimation, a theological masterpiece. It presents a 

comprehensive and systematic doctrine of salvation in Christ – past, present, and future. Ro-

mans is the gospel according to Paul.  

 

 

The Club takes a break in December 
 

Join us in the new year : 

January, You'll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey by Amber Ruf-

fin and Lacey Lamar. 

 

February, Saving Grace by Kirsten Powers 

  

The book club meets via ZOOM, we’d love to have you join the discus-

sion.   
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   St. Nicholas Day celebration meets Art n’ Luther 
December 4th, 2pm 

Nicholas, bishop of Myra, c. 342 (Commemoration day, December 6) 

   Though Nicholas is one of the church's most beloved saints, little is known about his life. In the fourth cen-

tury he was a bishop in what is now Turkey. Legends that surround Nicholas tell of his love for God and 

neighbor, especially the poor. One famous story tells of Nicholas secretly giving bags of gold to the three 

daughters of a father who was going to sell them into prostitution because he could not provide dowries for 

them. Nicholas has become a symbol of anonymous gift giving. 

   We will gather to commemorate St. Nicholas, learn something new about the traditions of the season, make 

a button Christmas tree, participate in a service project, and have a snack.   

 All are welcome, there are still slots available on the sign-up sheet.  . 

Evangelism 

   Invite, Invite, Invite:   
It is the easiest time of the year to invite. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 

December 24th 4:30pm  Candlelight Communion Service 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Sunday, December 26th   Worship at 9:30am   

Invite, Invite, Invite:   
It is the easiest time of the year to invite. 

Youth and Family 

Prayer Corner 
There are many times when your phone call to the church office is the only way we may discover that 
someone is in the hospital, ill or in need of a pastoral visit.  Please, let us know if you have special needs 
outside of the regular office hours. 

 

UNITED IN PRAYER - Mondays @ 2:45PM 
The prayer team, United in Prayer, is a group of devoted individuals who meet to receive prayer requests, and 
then take action, praying for the needs of the congregation, community and world. The goal is to follow Jesus 
mandate to “ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened.” (Matthew 
7:7) The  importance of the team is that it faithfully intercedes on behalf of others in need by lifting up specif-
ic requests, concerns and emergency situations. The group is always open to whoever wishes to join. You are 
invited: Each Monday afternoon, at 2:45pm. If you have any questions, please contact the Mike Seusy.  
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Fellowship 

BREAKFAST CLUB  

10:00 AM 

An UFF DAH Christmas 
Wear Christmas Sweater / Costume                                             
Heavenly Food 

                               Rehearse for Sharing & Caroling 
                                        Christmas Hand Bells 

Sign up in the Narthex.  Questions? Contact Jim Nugent

CHRISTMAS DINNER...  

December 25th, 11:30am 
  

For years we have come together for Christmas dinner at the church. 

Last year because of COVID, we served a ‘Grab n’ Go’ option. This 

year, we’re back with an in person gathering.  

A sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex. We need to know how 

many places to set … we’ll provide the ham and beverages.  It’s pot-

luck for the sides and dessert (also on the sign-up sheet).   

 Any questions, check with Barb Marrs. 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Bassett made a presentation of a donation from 
money raised during United Lutheran’s Oktoberfest.  
The representative from the NWA Food Bank said 
they provide 8 meals for every dollar donated.  

ATTENTION CANASTA PLAYERS 

A new group has  for Canasta players.  Will meet the 2nd Thursday of each month at 1:15 
PM.  Next meeting will be December 9.  Any question contact Ruth McGuffin. 

Fundraising 
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United Lutheran Church 

“Sharing and Caroling” for Sharing and 

Caring of Benton County 

Distribution Day 

Friday December 10, 2021 

8:30 AM 
Sharing and Caring of Benton County helps Benton County’s Children by: 

GIFTS 

They help over 4,000 children in the local community by providing them with holiday gifts 

on their wish list along with essentials that they need. 

MEALS 

They provide a holiday meal to those who apply for assistance during the Holidays. 

 

United Lutheran will be caroling at this year’s event.  For more information contact Jim 

Nugent. 

Leadership 

Congregation Meeting  

December 5th, following worship 

Agenda 
1. Call to Order 
2. Opening Prayer 
3. Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting on May 16, 2021 
4. Presentation and approval of 2022 Budget 
5. New Business            

  a. Election Dawn Lawson, Secretary 
6. Columbarium Committee Update 
7. Foundation Committee Update 
8. Scholarship Committee Update 
9. Closing Prayer - Pastor Karen Fowler-Lindemulder 
10.Adjournment 
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December -- 

 

A happy and blessed Advent Season to everyone! Advent means the celebration of Jesus' 
birthday is coming!. As I looked at the blue paraments in church this morning with a blue stole 
for Pastor too, the Advent wreath set up with the four candles - one new candle for each Sun-
day in Advent - everything sparked anticipation. Anticipation of the celebration of Jesus' birth. At 
birthday times we usually give and or receive gifts. Advent provides the opportunity to give gifts 
to those in need in honor of Jesus birthday. Social Ministry provides a number of those opportu-
nities. 

Social Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oaks Indian Mission is the recipient of in kind gifts each month all year. These monthly gifts 
are greatly appreciated as they allow the Mission to use their funds for bigger needs. The Mis-
sion is a faith based residential home for Native American children and due to their emphasis on 
faith they are not eligible for any state or federal funds. All their support must come from private 
sources. That makes our monthly  collections very important to them! In October we collected 
socks. We ended up with 275 pair of socks with a value of around $350! Many warm feet this 
winter!! During November we have been collecting Kool-aid. I haven't counted up at this writing 
but the tub at church is plum full and bubbling over!  During DECEMBER WE WILL BE COL-
LECTING SNACK CRACKERS, CANDY AND OTHER YUMMY TREATS! Thank you to those 
who have chosen to support Oaks in this way. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER FOOD BAGS!!!!! The menu is stapled to the bag. Fill the bag with the 

needed items and any extra you choose to put in such as a treat. The bags must be RETURNED 

TO THE CHURCH BY DECEMBER 12TH!!! Twenty of the bags will be delivered to Gravette 
Schools on Friday December 10th so they are there before the children recess for Christmas va-
cation. A Thrivent Action Grant is providing ham to go with these 20 bags. Tabby the counselor 
always checks with the families before she sends bags home. When she asked one Mom if they 
could use the gift bag with Christmas dinner,  the Mom burst into tears saying she didn't know 
how she was going to have anything special for Christmas dinner. Tabby had tears in her eyes 
as she shared this story. You can be assured that these bags make a definite impact on those 
who receive them. We started with 112 bags. The remaining 92 will go to Helping Hands and 
they will provide meat for those bags. Many people in our our corner of the world will enjoy a nice 
and healthy Christmas dinner because of our gifts!! Many thanks to Lola Fodness for sharing a 
Thrivent Action Grant card to go with our two to help fill these bags. Thank you to Walmart Pine-
ville for providing a large number of the bags.  And a big thank you to all of you who so gracious-
ly shopped and filled all the bags!!! 

The ELCA Good Gifts tree is up in the narthex and offers a variety of choices for gifts that will 
help feed the hungry, provide them water, Bibles or books as well as other options. Just pick an 
ornament you would like to purchase, follow the directions on the table and fill out an envelope 
which you may return to the church office or place in the offering plate.  The ornament is yours 

As we travel through Advent may you be blessed as you prepare for the coming of the 

celebration of our Savior's birth!! 

Blessings, 

Joyce 
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PARISH NURSE:  

GRIEF DURING THE HOLIDAY 

     For many people this holiday could be tough after going thru this last year with covid.   
With Covid being present it may have affected a person life different from previous years:  
Maybe because of covid : it was a  loss of job, death of family or friends,  financial problems, 
loss of friends, health problems, loss of freedom, isolation,  and changes in your life.  When 
you add a pandemic to our everyday lives it could change how we deal with Grief.   Grief is a 
person’s spiritual, emotional, intellectual, and physical reaction to loss.   
 
Accept that you have been going thru difficulty with everything that has been going on this 
year.  Socialize safely with family and friends don’t hibernate unless there is a definite reason 
to do that.  Make some specific plans and get the support you need. Get up and move- take 
care of your physical self.  Healthy foods will give you strength and try to get some sunshine. 
Acknowledge that the holidays could be tough. Try some of these tips: 
 
Decide what you want to do for the holidays.  
 
1. Plan ahead and communicate with the people you want to spend holidays with. 
2. Everyone grieves in different ways. 
3. If you can make a donation or do something nice for someone. 
4. Don’t feel guilty if you want to skip some events. 
5. Find one thing each day that you are thankful for. 
6. Ask for help. If people are not offering. 
7. Make lists and check it. 
8. Journal about your feelings 
9. Remember that crying is okay.  
10. Draw comfort from helping others. 
11. Take care of yourself. 
12. The Holidays can be tough, but there can be love and joy. 
13. Set healthy boundaries. 
14. Focus on what you can control. 
15. It is ok to be happy. 
16. Keep yourself healthy 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 
 

Wishing you the warm and wonderful Blessings of Christmas.  
 

Parish Nurse Charlotte Spencer 

Congregational Care 
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12/17- Gary & Bev Rick 
12/18 - Orvil & Louise Wobig 

 

DECEMBER 
12TH 

DECEMBER 
19TH 

DECEMBER 
24TH 

DECEMBER 
26TH 

2021 DECEMBER  
5TH 

Altar 
Guild 
Teams 

Stevie Lamar Stevie Lamar Stevie Lamar Stevie Lamar Stevie Lamar 

BREAD 
Susannah Hoang 

 
TRAY 

Wanda Brogren & 
Hannah Hoang 

BREAD 
Susannah Hoang 

 

 
TRAY 

Mary Klotz &  
Hannah Hoang 

BREAD 
Nancy Gross 

 

 
TRAY 

Ruth McGuffin& 
Jeremy 

Fowler-Lindemulder 

BREAD 
Robin Nelson 

 
TRAY 

Katy Sojka & 
Kelsey Sojka 

Altar 
Guild 

 

 

BREAD 
&Ruth McGuffin 

 
TRAY 

Mary Klotz &  
Barb Marrs 

Flowers The Sojkas 
 
 

Maxine McClain 

Gary & Bev Rick 
& 

Orv & Louise 
Wobig 

Nancy Gross 
&  

Nancy Gross 

Larry & Stevie  
Lamar 

& 
Sue  

Lindemulder 

Nancy Gross 
& 

Gerald & Ruth 
McGuffin 

Lectors Kelsey Sojka Susannah Hoang Pastor Karen Stevie Lamar Katy Sojka 

Greeters Mike & Barb Marrs OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN 

Ushers 
 

George 
Heist 

Walt & Verana 
Steckel 

George & Glenda 
Heist 

OPEN OPEN Buck & Connie 
Kreager 

BIRTHDAYS                                          ANNIVERSARIES 
 
12/03 – BettyKroening  
12/06 – Fred Gifford         
12/07 – Lisa Wiedner  
12/10 - Maxine McClain 
12/18 - Steve Stolp 
12/19 – Inez Polaski 
12/21 - Sarah Frerichs 
12/22 – Skyler Ortega 
12/22 – Quinn Ortega 
12/22 - Robin Nelson 
12/26 - Verana Steckel 
12/30 – Bonnie Larson 
12/31 - Mary Lee Hay 
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December 1 - Wednesday   9:15 AM - Deborah Circle 
  9:30 AM - Sarah Circle 
  3:00 PM Worship and Music Meeting (4-Plex) 
  5:00 PM - Evangelism Meeting 
  6:00 PM - Advent Supper 
  6:30 PM - Advent Services    
  7:00 PM - Choir      

December 2 - Thursday   9:00 AM - Piecemakers (Luther Hall) 
 

December  4- Saturday   9:00 AM - Decorate Church 
  2:00 PM St. Nicholas’ Day Party 
   

December 5 - Sunday    9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, or Facebook Live) 

General Congregational Meeting Following Services 
   5:00PM - ULC Salvation Army Community Services

December 6 - Monday    6:30 PM - Priscilla Circle  

December 7 - Tuesday  10:00 AM - Breakfast Club 
   1:00  PM - Hannah Circle 

December 8 - Wednesday   6:00 PM - Advent Supper 
  6:30 PM - Advent Services    
  7:00 PM - Choir      

December 9 - Thursday   9:00 AM - Piecemakers (Luther Hall) 
  6:30 PM - Church Council (4-Plex) 

December 10 - Friday   8:30 AM - Caroling at the “Sharing & Caring” Distribution at the Fairgrounds 
   

December 11 - Saturday    2:00 PM - Women of United Christmas Tea 

December 12 - Sunday    9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, or Facebook Live) 

10:45 AM - Youth Christian Education  
11:00 AM - Adult Christian Education  

December 13 - Monday 10:00AM - W-ELCA Sit & Chat (Narthex) 
   3:30 PM - Stephen Ministry Meeting 
   

December 15- Wednesday   10:00 AM - W-ELCA Leaders Bible Study  
  6:00 PM - Advent Supper 
  6:30 PM - Advent Services    
  7:00 PM - Choir      

December 16- Thursday   Piecemakers will not meet again until January 
 

December 19 - Sunday    9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, or Facebook Live) 

10:45 AM - Youth Christian Education  
11:00 AM - Adult Christian Education  

December  24 - Friday 
Christmas Eve 

   3:00 PM - Choir    
   4:30 P M - Christmas Eve Services 
   Church Office Closed 

December 25 - Saturday   

December 26 - Sunday    9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, or Facebook Live) 

December 27 - Monday Church Office Closed

December 31 - Friday Church Office Closed

January 1 - Saturday 


