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RAIN 

One rainy afternoon I was  driving along one of the 
main streets of town, taking those extra precautions 
necessary when the roads are wet and slick.  Sudden-

ly, my son, Matthew, spoke up from his relaxed position in his seat.  
“Mom, I’m thinking something.” 

This announcement usually meant he had been pondering some fact 
for a while, and was now ready to expound all that his six-year-old 
mind has discovered.  I was eager to hear. 

“What are you thinking?”  I asked. 

“The rain!;” he began, “is like sin, and the windshield wipers are like 
God wiping our sins away.” 

After the chill bumps raced up my arms I was able to respond.  
“That’s really good, Matthew.” 

Then  my curiosity broke in.  How far would this little boy take this 
revelation?  So I asked, “Do you notice how the rain keeps on coming?  
What does that tell you?” 

Matthew didn’t hesitate one moment with his answer:  “We keep on 
sinning, and God just keeps on forgiving us.”  I will always remember 
this whenever I turn my wipers on. 

In order to see the rainbow, you must first endure some rain. 

We must continually come to the Lord and seek His Forgiveness.  

Brenda Hunter 

 

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful 

and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1: 8-9 NIV 



Seder Meal—2022 

ACTS 
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ACTS 

Many, many thanks to all who participated in this year’s Seder…for Ruth and her 

coordinating efforts, for the set-up team, for those who provided food, and for 

those who stayed to clean-up.  
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Our thanks to all who donated 
men’s underwear, in support of Mi-
cah’s House. Micah’s House is a 
home for young men, 18-24yrs, 
who have aged out of the foster 
care system or otherwise need a 
place of support as they gain expe-
rience and skills for successful 
adulting. Robin and Fred dropped 
off the donations; Micah’s House 
was very appreciative. Thanks ULC!  
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Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Brunch 
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If you would like your blood pressure 
checked or a visit, contact me.  

 Parish Nurse Charlotte Spencer 
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Congregational Care 

Appreciation 

Thank you to ULC for the donations to support Movers for Mom. 
The items donated by ULC and our neighborhood filled up more 
than 1/2 of my Mom’s car! 
 
The personal care items will be delivered by the Two Men and a 
Truck company to women in local shelters the week of Mother’s 
Day.  
 
Thanks for all the support, 
Hannah 

The family of Roger Costa would like to share our deepest gratitude for the support we have 
received and contributions for the Stephen Ministry in Roger’s name.   

Please join the family at Roger’s Memorial Service on  

Wednesday May 25th at 11 AM 

IN APPRECIATION 

Our church members’ generosity is recognized and greatly appreciated.  In just the few 

short months of 2022, our church members have given of themselves over and over again.  

This month we appreciate all those who helped with the Lenten meals, the Seder Meal, East-

er Brunch and for the Thrivent gift cards that has provided the purchase of food for our  

meals.  And a special shout out to the out pouring of donations for our Little Pantry and  

Oaks Indian Mission! 
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Education 
 

SUNDAY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CONTINUES 

Youth Christian Education: 10:45am, for youth of all ages 

   Our youth will spend some time each Sunday following the church calendar, learning the 
stories and rhythms involved in each season. The church year divides into two parts.  The first 
half focuses on the life of Jesus.  It includes the three great festivals of the church year: Christ-
mas, Easter, and Pentecost.  The second half, beginning on the Sunday after Pentecost, focus-
es on the teachings of Jesus.  

 There’s always something new to learn and discover.  

 

 

Adult Christian Education: 11am  
(This later start allows for coffee, and a bit of visiting.) 
The study of James and 1, 2, 3 John: Faith in Motion   

The early church called the letters of James, 1, 2 Peter, 1, 2, 3 John, and Jude “general” or 
“universal” letters because they were addressed to a wider audience than a single church. We 
suspect these letters were circulated to many churches. Come explore what these letters have 
to teach us today, about faith in action.  

If you have any questions, check with Pastor Fred Nelson.   

 
 

 

MOVIE NIGHT   

Postponed in April 

BEGINS AGAIN in May 

Third Thursday, May 19th 

                                            6:30pm 

                                            CODA 

 As a CODA (child of deaf adults), Ruby is the only hearing person in her 
home. When she discovers a passion for singing, Ruby must choose between 
family obligations and her dreams.  

 Everyone’s welcome … there may even be popcorn.   

CHRIST IN OUR HOME FOR 2ND QUARTER  

Are available in the Narthex. 

Please feel free to take an extra copy to share with family and neighbors. 



 

United Lutheran’s Book Club 
The Club in May: 
All Boys Aren’t Blue 
by George M. Johnson  
 
In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist 
George M. Johnson explores his childhood, adolescence, and college years in 
New Jersey and Virginia. From the memories of getting his teeth kicked out by 
bullies at age five, to flea marketing with his loving grandmother, to his first 
sexual relationships, this young-adult memoir weaves together the trials and 
triumphs faced by Black queer boys.  
 
All Boys Aren't Blue covers topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity, brotherhood, family, 
structural marginalization, consent, and Black joy.  

June, Why These Women by Kathleen Kichline 
July, Let’s Talk About Hard Things by Anna Sale 

 
 The book club meets via ZOOM on Monday May 23rd at 7 PM.   We’d love to have you join the 
discussion.   

ULC is accepting applications for a 2022-2023 Scholarship  

This scholarship seeks to aid high school seniors who are planning on pursuing a two or four-year degree 

from an accredited college, university or trade school. The scholarship will be $1,000 per year and renewa-

ble each year provided the student has maintained a 2.0 GPA or higher.  

The scholarship is open to all high school seniors, with preference  given to ULC members.  Applicants 

must return the application form no later than May 1st for the Fall semester and October 1st for the Spring 

semester.  

Scholarships are funded by monies contributed by members of United Lutheran Church.  The current bal-

ance is $10,324.55 per ULC Balance Sheet dated January 31, 2022. Envelopes for contributions are availa-

ble in the pews.   

Applications are available in the church office. The Scholarship Committee will review all applications and 

scholarships will be given at the discretion of the committee. 

Scholarship Committee, 

Robin Nelson, Chair 
Jim Nugent 
Audrey Nugent 
Brian Kichline 
Nancy Gross 
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INVITE, INVITE, INVITE 
We are hesitant to use the “E” word (Evangelism) because it sometimes seems so scary. 
Yet, we are called to reach out and share the good news. Invite friends, neighbors, co-
workers, family members to know God’s grace through a life-changing connection with 
Jesus Christ. Invite them to commemorate Pentecost with us this year! 

Evangelism 

Fellowship 

10:00 AM 

The Story of Civil War Round Tables 

Presented by  

Dale Philips 

(Dale worked for the national Park Service for 41 years)

Sign up in the Narthex.  Questions? Contact Jim Nugent

We celebrate Easter throughout the month of May! Stop by the Visitor’s Center and take an 

Invitation Card to share with a friend, neighbor or family member. 
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Leadership 

May 15th 
  

Confirmation Sunday 

with Affirmation of Baptism for Hannah Hoang 

 

Congregational Brunch  

(in celebration of Hannah’s Confirmation) 

& 

Congregational Meeting 
May 15, 2022, following brunch 

Agenda to include reports and elections for 3 open Council positions. 

 

ULC Strives to be good stewards of God’s creation 

 No more Styrofoam, please.  
 Several years ago, at the Synod Assembly, we had a presentation on the environmental impact of 
Styrofoam. Let’s just say, it is not good … Styrofoam never breaks down. It lives in the landfill forever.  

 We were asked to commit to refraining from its use in our congregations, as an act of good steward-
ship.  The council took up the issue and agreed to stop purchasing Styrofoam.  

 We continue to strive to be good stewards of God’s incredible creation.  Please, refrain from pur-
chasing Styrofoam for use here at United.  Thank you.     



We too are  Resurrected! 

 One of the most profound recollections surrounding my Con-
firmation concerns Public Examination.  ‘When I was young’ all 
those who were scheduled to participate in the Rite of Confirmation 
met with the Council and congregation for an evening of questions 
and answers.  The questions could be as simple as, “What is the 
third commandment?” or as difficult as “Sum up your understand-
ing of grace and forgiveness.”  I remember standing in the church 
kitchen praying with the class, that we would do well, remember 
what we had learned and be confirmed. AMEN. Those are good 
memories.   

 Robert Beringer shares a similar experience in his reflections 
on Easter.  There was a group of confirmands being examined by the 
church elders.  The first young man was asked, “Who is the patriarch 
Abraham?”  After a moment’s thought, the boy said, “Wasn’t he the 
first President of the United States, the one who won the Revolution, 
and freed all the slaves?”  There was a deep grown of frustration among the church officers.  Hop-
ing for a better answer, they asked another student, “What happened on Good Friday?”  Eagerly, 
the young student said, “That’s when Jesus died on the Cross .. and they buried him in a tomb, and 
rolled a stone in front of the door ... and on the third day, the stone is rolled away and he comes 
out ... and if he sees his shadow, he goes back in and there are six more weeks of winter!” 

 Okay, so those confirmands needed a little more work!  But for many people Easter is little 
more than an event buried in the long ago and far away.  The whole idea of someone coming back 
to life after three days in the grave raises more questions than most care to admit.  But a careful 
reading of the Easter scriptures reveals that resurrection was not just something that happened to 
Jesus - resurrection was a personal experience that happened to his followers as well!  Christ 
arose; he came forth out of the tomb, but in a very real sense his followers arouse as well from 
their spiritual and emotional graves!  Resurrection for them was not just an event in Jesus’ life 
they lived through - it was something powerful that happened to them! 

 Look at what happened to people on that first Easter.  Mary Magdalene, came trudging to 
the tomb that first morning, weeping and filled with despair.  She was broken hearted over the loss 
of a friend she dearly loved.  We’ve all know what it’s like to walk through the valley of grief.  There 
is no more universal experience that death, and for those who remain it is painful.  We know 
something of how Mary must have felt. 

 But, suddenly, everything changes!  Mary came looking for a dead body, but instead she 
meets the Risen Lord!  Suddenly, Mary experiences a resurrection!  There is no more sighing or 
weeping in despair.  Instead, she is filled with an amazing joy and rushes to tell the others.  “I have 

seen the Lord!”  We rejoice on Easter because we believe the same power of God that raised 
Mary from grief and despair can raise us up in our times of loss and pain.  

 Or recall those two travelers on the road to Emmaus on Easter evening.  They've not 
heard the news of Jesus’ resurrection and, as they walk along, they are the picture of disil-
lusionment, disappointment and defeat.  This too, is something we know something about.  

 Again, that’s not the end of the story!  While they are gripped with despair, Jesus 
comes and walks beside them. That night, as he breaks the bread, their eyes are opened and they 
recognize that the same Lord they know in this life is with them for all time!  Suddenly they know 
there is no grave deep enough and now evil power strong enough to defeat the Living God! 

So let us rejoice today, tomorrow, throughout this Easter season in not only Christ's resur-
rection, but in the wonderful assurance that we too can be resurrected to new life!!   

May it be true in each of our lives!! Pastor Karen   
 

 

 

  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Prayer Corner 

PRAYERS FOR THIS MONTH 

 

BLESSING OF MOTHERS  

Gracious God, in love you have given us the gift of mothers. Grant to each of them your power and grace. 
Strengthen them in their mothering with tenderness and understanding, with compassion and joy. En-
dow them with wisdom and knowledge so that they might teach their children how to live and how to 
love; how to seek and pursue that which is right and true; how to turn away from all that is hurtful and 
wrong. Deepen their own faith so that they might instill in their children a love for you that will sustain 
and keep them their whole life long. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.  

MEMORIAL DAY 

 Memorial Day emerged from the grim shadows of the American Civil War. Before the close of the 
war, women began decorating the graves of soldiers who had died in that war. The practice quickly 
spread, and a few years later May 30, 1868, if was designated as Decoration Day—a day for placing flow-
ers on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers throughout the United States. 

 In 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial Day, and soldiers who died in other wars 
were also honored. Over the years, it has become a day when all loved ones who have died—in war and 
otherwise—are remembered. In 1971, the United States Congress declared Memorial Day a national holi-
day to be observed annually on the last Monday in May. 

 On this Memorial Day, remember those who gave their lives for our country. But also pray for 
those who continue serving to keep America free, especially those who are in harm's way. 

Let us pray:   
Gracious God, as our nation pauses to remember those in the military, those who have served faithfully and 
well,  and those who have died in service to our country, we give you thanks for the men and women who 
have dedicated their lives to Armed Forces.  We are grateful for the sacrifices so many throughout history 
have made.  Continue to bless them and their families.  Surround them with your strong protection.  
Let peace prevail among the nations.  Especially let your grace rest upon our land, guide this nation by your 
Spirit to go forward in justice and freedom.  We ask that you preserve the lives of those in uniform.  Bless 
the families of those who have lost loved ones while serving this nation.   Encourage and comfort the walk-
ing wounded who are still with us, and bless their families as well.  Give to all your people the blessings of 
well-being and harmony, and above all give us faith in you, that we and our nation may bring glory to your 
name and blessings to all peoples, though Jesus Christ, our Savior and friend.  Amen 

UNITED IN PRAYER, MONDAY AFTERNOONS 

 The prayer team, United in Prayer, is a group of devoted individuals who meet to receive prayer re-
quests, and then take action, praying for the needs of the congregation, community and world. The goal is 
to follow Jesus mandate to “ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be 
opened.” (Matthew 7:7) The importance of the team is that it faithfully intercedes on behalf of others in 
need by lifting up specific requests, concerns and emergency situations.   

 The group is always open to whoever wishes to join.  You are invited: Each Monday afternoon, 
at 2:45pm.  If you have any questions, please contact the Mike Seusy.   
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    Social Ministry 

   ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! These words are still ringing in 
the air as I write this article. Only because of the events surrounding Easter can we shout these praises 
knowing for certain that Jesus suffered all that He did and that it was for you and for me! Jesus en-
dured the punishment and pain because He knew that was God's plan and that it was God's way to give 
life to everyone! In today's world some people have an easier time believing this good news. There are 
so many in this world that are hungry, that need to be clothed, that need a home. Sometimes it is hard 
for them to remember the events of Easter week. They may be wondering where God is. That is where 
we enter the picture. In our corner of the world we can bring God's love to these people. There are al-
ways things we can do to help. That is the mission of Social Ministries. It may seem like only a small 
thing that we do but to the people receiving the gift it is very big!  
 

The month of March we collected cleaning/disinfecting products for Oaks Indian Mission. $95 worth 
of oven cleaner, Pine Sol, Lysol and multi-purpose cleaners were delivered to the Mission. During April 
we have been collecting paper towels. Can you imagine how many paper towels 15 or more children go 
through in a short time?!?! Thirty-eight rolls of paper towels with a value of $56.75 were delivered to 
the Mission Sunday April 24. These are small items but very necessary. Thank you very much to every-
one who donated items. The children at the Mission would say Wado! The new Interim Director at the 
Mission recently stopped in to visit with Pastor Karen and visit our church. It was nice to have Dan get 
acquainted with us. 
 

THE ITEMS TO BE COLLECTED DURING THE MONTH OF MAY FOR THE MISSION WILL BE 
TOOTHPASTE AND Q-TIPS. 
 

The first Sunday of the month is always a special treat for the people at the Salvation Army when our 
ULC crew goes in to serve! They not only bring delicious food with them but also smiles and cheerful-
ness!  And sometimes t-shirts. Always a big thank you to those who go in to cook and to others in the 
congregation who prepare other yummy treats.  ULC is spreading God's love to the people at the Salva-
tion Army just as they are to the Indian Mission.  
 

While we can't take things to them, we can pray, pray, pray for all the people of Ukraine at this time of 
fear and tragedy in their lives. 
 

Never under estimate the value of a gift whether big or small! 
 

May you be touched by and filled with God's Easter love! 

Blessings, 

Joyce 

Oaks Indian Mission 

The month of May we are collecting toothpaste and Q-Tips for 

the Oaks Indian Mission.   

Your donations are always greatly appreciated. 
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ONLINE WORSHIP OPTIONS Continue 

 We are so very thankful to be back to in person worship. And yet our online options will 
continue.   

 We are working on the quality of our Facebook presentation …  

 We continue to use both FACEBOOK Live and our website. We have heard from several 
that the Facebook Live sound is not what it could be … we are working the problem. Sometimes 
it’s the connection speed on the viewers end, we know this because from when we save the FA-
CEBOOK Live presentation.  We will continue to try different ideas and approached.  Stay 
tuned!  In the mean time, as has been our practice, once worship has concluded Jerry Shaw will 
take the recording, edit it, and upload it to our website by 3pm. 
(www.unitedlutheranbv.org). 

 We will continue to send liturgy via email.  If you would like us to send you a copy, via 
USPS, please call the office.   

  

Worship & Music 
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Confirmation Sunday, May 15th 

 

Congratulations Hannah Hoang 
 

Brunch to follow worship 

According to Luther, confirmation is the rite by which a baptized person 
renews his/her baptismal vow, publicly professes his/her faith and is re-

ceived into adult membership by the congregation.  

 Confirmation is a time of preparation for baptized Christians to publicly profess that they do 
indeed believe these things promised for them in their baptism.  It is a passing of the flame, if 
you will, from parental responsibility to personal responsibility for one’s own Christian faith.   

 Please mark your calendars and join in.  



Assistants In Ministry 

Birthdays Anniversaries 
05/03……...……...Kaye Reishus 

05/04………....Shirley Schmidt 

05/05 ……...…....…Tonja Seusy 

05/05 …….…....…Carl Rumsey 

05/12……..……...….Bing Hoang 

05/13 ………….…....Greg Wuhs 

05/14…...…..…...Joyce Hansen 

05/15……...….Joyce Whittlesey 

05/21…….………...Kari Peleaux 

05/24…....….……..Garey Olson 

05/24……….Janelle Redlaczyk 

05/27……..……..Dean Fodness 

05/28…….......Lyndell Brogren 

 

 

 

 05/05……….….John & Ginny Swinney 

05/05………....Buck & Connie Kreager 

05/11……….Brian & Kathleen Kichline 

05/14……………...James & Alice Medin 

05/28…......Darrel & Barbara Johnson 
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2022 May 1 

 

May 8 May 15 May 22 May 29 

Altar 

Guild 

& 

Altar 

Guild 

Team 

Katy &  

Kelsey Sojka 

BREAD 

Barb Marrs 

 

TRAY 

Wanda Brogren &  

Stevie Lamar 

 

BREAD 

Nancy Gross 

 

TRAY 

Katy Sojka &  

Kelsey Sojka 

BREAD 

Robin Nelson 

TRAY 

Hannah Hoang &  

Susannah Hoang 

BREAD 

Nancy Gross 

TRAY 

Doris Horning & 

Karen Olson 

BREAD 

Barb Marrs 

TRAY 

Bev Rick 

& Stevie Lamar 

Counters Kathy Bassett &  

Robin Nelson 

Kathy Bassett &  

Robin Nelson 

Lisa Wiedner & 

Mable Shaw 

Lisa Wiedner & 

Mable Shaw 

Karen Anderson 

&  

Kristi Tostenrud 

Flowers Stevie Lamar 

&  

OPEN 

Sarah Rogers-

Frerichs 

& 

OPEN 

Susannah Hoang 

&  

Susannah Hoang 

Anne Costa 

&  

Anne Costa 

Nancy Gross & 

Kristi Tostenrud 

& 

Gary & Beverly 

Rick 

Lectors Carrol Hildre Dean Fodness Betty Wehner Kathleen Kichline Glenda Heist 

Ushers 

 

Georege & Glenda 

Heist 

Bob & Karen Olson Bob & Karen Olson Gale Bassett &  

Al Klotz 

Al & Mary Klotz 



May 1 - Sunday        9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, 

or Facebook Live) 

     11:00 AM - Adult Christian Education  

     5:00 PM - Salvation Army  Community Service 

 May 3 - Tuesday   10:00 AM - Breakfast Club 

   1:00  PM - Hannah Circle   
May 4 - Wednesday    9:15 AM - Deborah Circle 

   9 AM - Sarah Circle 

   3:00 PM - Worship & Music 

    7:00 PM  - Choir 

May 5 - Thursday     9:00 AM - Piecemakers (Luther Hall) 

   
May 6 -  Friday    2:00 PM - Vern Sutter Memorial Service 

May 8 - Sunday 

Mother’s Day 

    9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, or 

Facebook Live) 

  10:45 AM - Youth Christian Education  

  11:00 AM - Adult Christian Education  

May 9 - Monday   10:00 AM - Sit & Chat 

  3:30 PM - Stephen Ministry   
May 11 - Wednesday     7:00 PM - Choir      

May 12 - Thursday     9:00 AM - Piecemakers (Luther Hall)      

May 14 - Saturday   10:00 AM Council Planning Session 

May 15 - Sunday  

Confirmation Sunday 

& 

Congregational Meeting 

    9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, or 

Facebook Live) 

  10:30 AM - Congregational Brunch  

  11:30 AM - Congregational Meeting  

May 17 - Tuesday  6:30 PM - Council 

May 18 - Wednesday 7 :00 PM - Choir  

May 19 - Thursday    9:00 AM - Piecemakers (Luther Hall) 

 6:30 PM—Movie Night Featuring CODA 

May 22 - Sunday    9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, or 

Facebook Live) 

  10:45 AM - Youth Christian Education  

  11:00 AM - Adult Christian Education  
May 23 - Monday   7:00 PM - Book Club (Zoom) 

      
May 25 - Wednesday     11:00 AM—Roger Costa Memorial Service 

   7:00 PM - Choir      

May 26 - Thursday     9:00 AM - Piecemakers (Luther Hall) 

May 29 - Sunday    9:30 AM - Sunday Worship Service  (Onsite worship, ULC Website, or 

Facebook Live)   
May 30 - Monday Memorial Day—Church Office Closed 

Calendar of Events   MAY 2022 
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